Our Favorite Lev Tolstoy Quotes and The Best Of Others


	Those who are able to see beyond the shadows and lies of their culture will never be understood let alone believed by the masses, Plato

	Let human societies become spiritually pure and healthy, and parasites that feed on them, churches and governments, will drop off. - Lev Tolstoy

	Astronomers told us: "Yes we don't feel the Earth moving, but if we admit it's immovable we come to nonsense... When we assume the Earth is moving, which we don't feel, we come to laws.", Complete Works, Vol.12/90, p.341, Lev Tolstoy, War and peace

	Sometimes life goes much better than we want, but we're unsatisfied, because it's not the way we want. - Lev Tolstoy

	Stagnant righteousness of a Pharisee is worse than the progress of the thief repented on the cross. - Lev Tolstoy, The First Step

	Christian can't be regarded as morally higher or lower than another; their merit is only in proportion to speed toward the infinite perfection. - Lev Tolstoy

	Everywhere, the greatest part of one's education is acquired not at school, but through life. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	When child has lost his independence and originality and shows symptoms of disease: hypocrisy, worthless lying, dullness - then he's fit for school. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	The great majority of people of this world are in the verge of insanity, live contrary to the demands of common sense. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	Because we no longer see the difference between insane life and rational life, we regard our insane life as sound and rational. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	People are unceasingly stupefied by 1) what is called the Church and 2) what is called Science. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	People delighted with themselves can't see their own insanity, subject themselves to greater intoxication to dull their conscience. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	Our only means of salvation is rising to self-consciousness and awakening to good and reasonable life. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	What do we live for? To become conscious of Divine principle within ourselves and acknowledge it in everybody else, love everybody. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	I’ll please God and receive His blessings only by fulfilling His will, but never through prayers. - Lev Tolstoy

	Don’t honor the wealthy, don’t envy them; keep your distance from them and pity them, Lev Tolstoy

	The less a person is satisfied with his inner life, the more he takes part in external, societal life. - Lev Tolstoy

	Masses are hypnotized to the degree that they don't see nor understand the meaning of what is being done before them. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	People suffer not from individuals but from a governance where minority (under delusions of grandeur) rules over majority. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	It’s egotism of people selling their freedom and morals for small material gains that supports current governance of societies. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Those individual(s) on top of the pyramid already have nothing to acquire and motivated only by ambitions and vanity. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Not rulers but supporters of the rulers over other people’s lives should be called responsible. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	The only way to improve a society is to stop supporting the governance which produces evil. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Governments, for self-preservation, keep people under the trance of patriotism. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Life can be improved only by awakening from the hypnosis, but not by means of weapons as killings only intensify the trance patriotism caused. - Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Conscience cannot be quieted by inventions; it can only be satisfied by life changes that will not require apologies. - Lev Tolstoy, What Must We Do?

	To “What to do?” I said: 1) don't lie to people or myself, 2) don’t be afraid of truth, wherever it’d lead me, 3) fulfill eternal law: support, by my own work, lives of others & my own. - Lev Tolstoy, What Must We Do?

	Only when I repented - stopped seeing myself as a special person but equal to others - my pathway became clear to me. - Lev Tolstoy

	The only thing that prevents a person from finding his goal is a falsely high opinion of himself and his own status. - Lev Tolstoy

	I've come to see lies in our lives, thanks to the great sufferings resulted from my wrong way of life. - Lev Tolstoy, What Must We Do?

	After I've got courage to follow my conscience, I've got rewarded, and now the complex life events became clear and problems natural and easy. - Lev Tolstoy, What Must We Do?

	I had to change attitude toward myself: don’t take my works too seriously, recognize their vanity, then I saw how much I lied to myself. - Lev Tolstoy, Diaries?

	Don’t lie to yourself - means don't be afraid of truth and where it is going to take you; don’t make up or accept excuses. - Lev Tolstoy, What Must We Do?

	We came from eternity into this life with sun, fields, rivers, birds, animals, and not rejoicing but hate, afraid, torment, hurt. - Lev Tolstoy, Diaries?

	One of the most vulgar of all prejudices is what scholars believe that one can live without faith. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Delusion does not cease to be delusion from being shared by the majority. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	After people have accepted Christian doctrine in the form corrupted by the Church, they ended up living without any faith and life guidance. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The tragedy is: the hatred of people against each other is spread and not condemned but exalted and raised to the level of virtues. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Beware of lies around: religious, lies of Christian Churches, of science, political, international, of tradition, lies of all sort. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Like a magic grain hardly can be found under a sack of grains, so essential truth is lost in 66 books all equally called "sacred". - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Early Christians knew that military service, the prerequisite of a State, is incompatible with the teaching of Christ, and refused to serve. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Christians must not carry arms or they deny Christ, - said Tatian, Origen, Cyprian, Marcellus, Cassius, Ferrucius... - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	I believe our world is entering an epoch where the words “Love one another” will be accepted without arguments about whether it was a man or a God who spoke them’ (Dumas, fils), Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The worst of all is when a man starts to fear the Truth lest it denounce him. (said Pascal), Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The glory of good people is in their conscience and not in the mouths of men. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Many are deceived by the Church, with a vague idea of teaching of Christ, believe in Redemption by Grace and infallibility of Church... - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Churches tried all to hide true meaning of teaching of Christ: forbidden Scriptures to be translated, led false interpretations. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The New Testament have clearly rejected the validity of both churches and the governments with their authorities. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The cause of unhappiness in humanity is lack of common for all people understanding of life purpose, faith and rules of conduct. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Who think people must only be forced disregarding their logic, do same as blinding horses to make them obediently walk in circles. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	I write what I write only because, knowing what can free people from suffering and corruption of soul, cannot be silent. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Lies cover the cruelties of life; cruelties cause spreading of the lies; both grow like a snowball. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Christ founded no churches, no State, no laws, no government; he transcribed the law of God in the hearts of men so they'd govern themselves. - Newton, Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The only way out of the filth of egotism, confusion, and disagreement is in recognition of one unity, one origin, one Law, and one purpose. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	One can neither weigh nor measure the evil that false religion has caused and is still causing. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Religion is supposed to define the relations between a man and God and universe, leading to understanding of a man's mission. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	It is not enough to get rid of false religion (false understanding of relationship of man to the world); truth needs to be set. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The principal cause of our bad social organization is false beliefs. (said Henry George), Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	We ought to be ready to change our opinions, renounce former beliefs, to embrace new ideas. (said Henry George), Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	We should cast off our prejudices and should reason with an entirely free mind. (said Henry George), Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	The highest law that should guide us is love. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	All religions call LOVE a virtue but only teaching of Christ calls it the Supreme law that should guide us daily, with NO EXCEPTION. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Once you absorb the teaching of Christ, you’ll see the horrible lie in which each and every one of us is living. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Only Christ recognized in Love the metaphysical principle behind everything, the Supreme Law that should guide us with no exception. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Christ said, Love is Love only when it, without exception, experienced to foreigners, other religions and to those who hate and harm us. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	What we call our Life is Divine Principle in our bodies, manifested as Love, Christ said. So our true life is manifestation of Love. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	False Christianity hides core meaning of teaching, sees Love not as a Supreme Law but a helpful conduct when nothing prevents it. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	If men were virtuous, they'd never deviate from the truth. Truth is only hurtful to whoever does evil. Whoever does good, loves the truth. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Reason often becomes slave of a sin, - directed to justify the sin. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	When a man defends terribly unreasonable ideas, seek further and you’ll find that he actually defends himself. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Some torture or kill fellow beings in name of humanity, others claim same right to torture and kill in name of ideal of the future. - Lev Tolstoy, The Law of Love and the Law of Violence

	Educators want to rid school of historical “restraints” but can't see what this obsession with progress does. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	People still struggle to find the meaning of life, as if humanity didn’t know Socrates, Christ, Rousseau, Kant, Schopenhauer... - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	In our schools nobody knows what the truth is, but our children are nevertheless forced to go to. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	School is an institution cruel for a child, where obedience and tranquility are musts and every misdeed is punished. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	9 of 10 school graduates learn mechanically read and write but develop despise to knowledge that never again take a book into hands. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Schools repel kids from education, teach them hypocrisy and deceit, results from unnatural conditions and confusion of ideas. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Germany, founder of school, coined correct term "verdummen", reflecting duping influence of the school, causing mental contortions. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	School not only does not encourage questions, but does not even answer those that are raised by life. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Questions school asks are not fit to child’s age, he’s not interested in them, as What is the shape of the earth?, Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Child doesn’t get answers to questions life presents & due to police regulation of school he’s not even allowed to open his mouth. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	The goal of government school is not to educate people but to teach them according to their method and to have plenty of schools. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Public schools, forced from above, are not a shepherd for the flock, but a flock for the shepherd. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	A vivacious, curious child, with a smile in his eyes and lips, seeks instruction in everything as he'd seek pleasure. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Child after school is worn-out, crushed, fatigued, scared, bored, repeats only strange words - with soul like snail retreated into its house... - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	The scholastic condition is crushing all higher faculties: imagination, creativity, to give way fear, straining memory, attention. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	When child has lost his independence and originality and shows symptoms of disease: hypocrisy, worthless lying, dullness, - then he's fit to school, according to school's standards. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Everywhere, the greatest part of one's education is acquired not at school, but through life. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	Difference in teachings of goodness is: the heathen teaching - is final perfection, Christian - is infinite perfecting. - Lev Tolstoy, The First Step

	Plato makes justice the model of perfection, Christ - infinite perfecting of love. - Lev Tolstoy, The First Step

	A Christian cannot be regarded as morally higher or lower than another; a merit is only in proportion to speed toward infinite perfection. - Lev Tolstoy, The First Step

	Sometimes life goes much better than we want, but we’re unsatisfied, because it’s not the way we want. - Lev Tolstoy

	Earth doesn’t have the shape of a ball, and it does not rotate at all!, Lev Tolstoy, On Language of Public Literature

	Astronomy found most difficult to persuade everyone to refuse from personal feeling of immovability of the Earth. - Complete Works, Vol.12/90, p.341, Lev Tolstoy, War and peace

	Astronomers told: Yes, we don’t feel the Earth is moving, but if we admit it's immovable we come to nonsense. But when we assume the Earth is moving, which we don’t feel, we come to laws. - Complete Works, Vol.12/90, p.341, Lev Tolstoy, War and peace

	The only way to improve a society is to stop supporting governments, which produce evil. - Lev Tolstoy

	Governments, for self-preservation, keep people under the trance of patriotism, Lev Tolstoy, Don't Kill

	Schools just teach hypocrisy & deceit, due to confusion of ideas, thus cause mental contortions. - Lev Tolstoy, On Education

	The terrible is moral fall of people believing their lives will deteriorate if they stop to persecute, torture, kill each other!, Lev Tolstoy

	Solitude is good for a man. Part from society, go into yourself, and soon you'll drop off the lenses that perverted everything for you, grasp your own view on things, and become amazed you couldn’t see that before. - Tolstoy, Diaries

	Unleash your thinking, and it’ll point out to your purpose and rules with which you can confidently re-enter the society. - Diaries, March 17, 1847, Lev Tolstoy, Diaries

	Reasoning of a man is a part of the Whole existing. A part cannot destroy the whole. But an aggregate (society) can destroy a part (individual). - Diaries, March 17, 1847, Lev Tolstoy, Diaries

	Align your reasoning with the Whole (the Source) but not with part (society) & you’ll merge with that Whole & the “society”, being just a part, won’t have an influence on you. - Diaries 1847, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Goal of Christ’s life & death is pushed as Salvation of humanity. Oddly, there’re no proofs of humanity saved: same problems, sins, disasters & why would God bring himself victim to himself?, Tolstoy

	Garden of Eden is a fiction. Why they push Adam’s sin spread on all incl innocent kids? To assert that you're mere organisms, can't be perfect, & have to obey to authorities "established by God". - Tolstoy

	That “grace” preached by the Church’s Hierarchy is not only untrue but immoral deception. - Lev Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Once I heard the words of Jesus & understood their meaning, life & death ceased to appear vile & instead of despair I felt joy & happiness of life that death cannot take away. - Lev Tolstoy, What I believe

	I want to tell how I found key to understanding the teaching of Christ, which opened the Universal Truth to me with such clarity and persuasion that excludes any doubts. - Lev Tolstoy, What I believe

	From all New Testament, I was touched the most by the Christ’s teaching which preaches love, meekness, humility, selflessness, and repayment of good for evil. - Lev Tolstoy, What I believe

	Even the strongest current of water cannot add a drop to a cup that is already full. - Lev Tolstoy

	The most difficult subjects can be explained to the most slow-witted man if he has not formed any idea of them already. - Lev Tolstoy

	The simplest thing cannot be made clear to the most intelligent man if he is firmly persuaded that he knows already, without a shadow of doubt, what is laid before him. - Lev Tolstoy

	The meaning of the Christianity is hidden from believers by the church, from unbelievers by science. - Lev Tolstoy

	Don’t trust those who with condescending smile will tell you that they were already searching for answers you need – but haven't found because you can't find any but those accepted by all. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	When I was 15 I woke up from child obedience to opinions of others & realized that I need to live myself, chose my own path, respond for my own live before that Source that gave it to me. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	I yielded to that persuading acumen enforced by all circles & my 1st awakening shifted to desire of success before people, fame, intellect, riches, strength - what people consider valuable. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	Trust yourself when you soul will desire not outshine others, be a savior, mighty, famous, - but when your chief desire is to become better self, what God who gave your life wants from you. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	Believe in yourself and live to put all your strengths into one: to manifest God in you – and you’ll accomplish everything you can for your own welfare and for welfare of the whole world. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	If you perceive your life as given to you in your body & the purpose of it is to get as much as possible enjoyments, pleasures, happiness to this “I” - life will be unhappy & hostile. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	If you live just for your body, the life will be unhappy and hostile, because everything you want for yourself another person wants, too. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	When everyone wants the best of everything for yourself as much as possible and that “best” is the same for all these people, then this “best” is never enough for all. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Therefore, if everyone lives for himself, he cannot avoid taking something away from another, fighting, getting mad at each other, and so their life cannot be happy. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	If people perceive the meaning of their lives in serving each own bodies, then the lives of these people can’t not be unhappy. And that’s what life is for all these people now. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	But life doesn’t have to be this, i.e. unfortunate. Life is given to us as a blessing, and that’s how we all understand it. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	For life to be the real blessing, people need to understand that our real life is not in our body but in that spirit that lives in our body. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	People need to understand that our happiness is not to please and do what the body wants, but rather to do what that spirit wants which lives in us as well as in all people. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	No one or nothing can prevent one from loving people; and the more a person loves, the more free and happy his life becomes. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Nothing can stand on the way of love, and the more a person loves, the happier and more joyful he becomes not only himself, but also he makes other people happier and more joyful. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	All holy and wise people and Christ taught you that our life becomes unhappy because of ourselves. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	That force which sent us into this life and which we call God, sent us is not to suffer but to have the blessing which we all desire. But people didn’t understand it and didn’t use it. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	We don’t get this intended for us blessing only if we perceive our life not as it should’ve been perceived, and if we don’t do what we should’ve done. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	The life is given to people as a blessing. If only people lived not in hate toward each other but in love, the life would be perpetual blessing for all. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Don’t believe that your life can be better or worse depending on this or that arrangement. For our life to be good, there’s only one remedy: for people themselves to be better. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	The salvation of you and all people is not in sinful, forceful acts of re-arrangement of your life, but in the re-arrangement of your soul. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Our salvation is in one: in recognition that our true life is not in our body, but in the spirit of God who dwells in us. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	We put all our efforts to improve our carnal lives, private and public, but instead we can and must do one - to raise and assert love in ourselves toward all people. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Love for all people, even for hating us, is much more natural to the human soul than fight with closed ones and hatred toward them. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Why, for what do you torture yourself? Just understand that you are given the greatest blessing, so take it. All is in you. It's so easy, so simple and so enjoyable. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Can the purpose of your life be in yourself? I see no point in loving myself, passing through life, dying. My life is in love – for everybody, for Source of the love, for love itself, for God. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Love for the love itself. It is worth understanding, and immediately all evil gets destroyed from human life and the meaning of it becomes clear and joyful. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Love gives blessing to a person not in its consequences, but in the love itself, - independently from what other people do, and from what takes place in the outside world. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Loving person received true blessing - not only in wishing nothing for himself but in willing to give all he has & his life to others - in this giving himself to God he finds his blessing. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	When you live in love for everybody, - what other people do or what is happening in the world can’t have an effect on your actions. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	To love means to surrender to God, to do what God wants. And because God is love, God wants to bless everyone, and therefore can’t wish for a person performing His law to die. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Loving person, even being alone among the unloving, will never perish. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	When a loving person dies physically, as Christ died on the cross, - his death is happy for him & meaningful for others & not desperate or miserable unlike the deaths of the worldly people. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Excuse “I don’t let myself love cause not everybody does it“ is wrong. It’s the same as if a person who needs to work to feed himself & his kids would hesitate because others don’t work. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Let’s focus our lives in strengthening love in ourselves and allow the world go as it will, i.e. as it is defined to it from the above. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Focus your life on loving others and, believe me, you will get the greatest blessing for yourself and will do the greatest goodness for others - which you are only able to do. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Everyone – just love, love not only loving but all people, especially those who hate & the life will become an incessant joy & all problems will not only get solved but cease to exist. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	“And we know that we have passed from death to life, if we love the brethren. Not loving brother does not have life eternal. Only loving his brother has eternal life, dwelling in him“. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	You can’t know for certain whether a thing is good or bad if you didn’t experience it in real life. To find out for yourself if the teachings on love are applicable to the real life, give them a try. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Try for some time to follow needs of love in everything you do: with any man: a thief, drunkard, rude manager, subordinates, don’t abandon love but remember about what that person needs, not about yourself. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Experience love, try instead of repaying evil with evil to a bully or talking behind somebody’s back – respond with good to evil & say nothing bad about a person, treat animals with kindness. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Once you live in love for a day or more, compare your mental state with what you had before. You’ll see how instead of gloomy, angry, debilitating feelings you’ll feel bright, cheerful, joyful. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Live in love 2nd and 3rd week & you’ll see how sincere your joy will grow & this not only won’t hurt your business but it will improve more and more. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Just try to live with love, dear brothers, and you’ll see that this practice is not just words – but the most natural and logical to everybody and important matter. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Trust yourself not when you desire to outdo others, distinguish yourself from others, be powerful, famous, be a rescuer, but trust yourself when the main desire of your soul is to be better. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	Trust yourself when the main desire of your soul is to become that what God who gave us life wants, to open in yourself that beginning, which is engraved in us, - to live godly, as people say. - Tolstoy, Trust Yourself

	Chaotic life, which a many people consider a natural outcome of youth, is nothing more than a result of early corruption of the soul. - Diaries, 17 March 1847, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Single sidedness is the main cause of human misery. - Diaries, 19 March 1847, Tolstoy, Diaries

	It's hard for a person to grow into good under the influence of only evil. If only he didn’t have good influence but didn’t have evil, either, then the spirit would take over the matter. - Diaries, 14 June 1847, Tolstoy, Diaries

	A woman is more perceiving than a men, that’s why in virtues centuries women were better than men but in present, lecherous, vicious century they are worse than men. - Diraries, 16 June 1847, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Wicked! Villain! Offender! Scary! People are too weak & pathetic to be evil. They all want to be good, just don't know how to, so cannot. This inability to be kind is what we call evil. - Diraries, November 6, 1892, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Who says life requires contrast of extremes of good & evil, worries too much. There’s so much evil in background so to have any contrast, we must all strive to be only good. - Diraries, November 6, 1892, Tolstoy, Diaries

	The most horrible consequence of alcohol and drugs is that they cloud the intelligence and conscience of people; from the use of liquor men become harsh, senseless, and mean. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Alcohol and drugs do not bring health or strength or warmth or joyfulness, but only do great harm to people. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Every decent person not only shouldn't consume alcohol or drugs himself, but he must also never offer them others, and must put all his efforts to stop the common use of these useless and dangerous poisons. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	People are so attached to old habits & customs that many good, kind, reasonable men not only don’t stop to drink & offer alcohol to others, but even defend the use of it with all their might. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Since the detrimental effects of alcohol and drugs are well known, it’s immoral to say “the use of wine or abstinence from it is of a private matter” - in our days, it’s a public matter. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Just as our fathers and grandfathers abandoned evil and harmful practices ill effects of which became known to them, we also must stop the evil which has manifested in our day. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Once I know that the use of alcohol is an evil destroying hundreds of thousands of men, - how can I offer this evil to my friends who come to my house for a party, christening, or wedding?, Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Now our reason, our conscience, in the most factual manner demands of us that we stop drinking alcohol and offering it to others. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	The drunkards have become drunkards only because those that non-drunkards, without harming themselves, taught others to drink wine, tempted them by their example. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Drunkards never would have become drunkards if they had not seen “honored” people, respected by everyone, drinking wine and offering it to others. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	He who drinks wine, no matter how moderately, or offers it in whatever special occasions, commits a great sin. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	By refraining from alcohol & by stopping this insane tradition of using it at parties, weddings, christenings, we are performing a work of the utmost importance – our soul’s work, God’s work. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Whoever you are, you cannot anymore stay between two camps, you unavoidably must choose one of the two: to oppose drunkenness or cooperate with it – serve God or mammon. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	If you are a young man who’ve never taken alcohol, wasn’t poisoned by it, treasure your innocence & freedom from temptation. If you taste, this temptation will become harder for you to overcome. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Do not believe that wine will increase your joyfulness. Your joyfulness is natural, genuine; wine only changes your true, innocent joyfulness into a drunken, senseless, vicious gaiety. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Beware of alcohol, because it will make harder to resist other temptations; wine weakens in you the power of reason, which is most essential to help you resist temptations. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	After drinking, you will do what you would not think of doing when sober. Why subject yourself to such a terrible risk?, Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	Woe to the world because of temptations! Temptations have to come into the world, but woe to him through whom they come. - Matthew 18.7, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Let us understand that in the matter of consuming wine there is no half way, and whether we desire it or not – we must choose between two – serving God or serving mammon. - Tolstoy, To God or to Mammon?

	As a person grows, so as the humanity. Realization of love in humanity grew, keeps growing & have grown already to the level that we can’t not to see that it should save us. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	Because the spirit is the same in all people, it wishes well-being for all people. To wish the same well-being to all people means to love people. - Tolstoy, Love Each Other

	The will of God is that you, with your works, pay off the works of others. - Tolstoy, Greek Teacher Socrates

	If anyone doubts inseparability of wisdom and self-denial, let he look at what’s on the other end - stupidity always converges with selfishness. - 18 июля. 1893. - Tolstoy, Diaries

	Any craziness is an egoism reaching the last limit, self-righteousness, megalomania. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Any weakening of spiritual power is expressed in increasing selfishness, complacency and vanity, and exclusive care for oneself. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	They demand from me not to write, referring to the highest command. Can’t be the highest, because I have the top – to protect my brothers and to expose their persecutors. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	But no matter how bad it is to miss something that’s good, it’s more dangerous to recognize as good that what we are called by our lives to destroy and replace. Like walking on the knife. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	We must not meddle with our children’s lives, not to prevent them from making mistakes, from suffering and repenting and thus going forward. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	There are two kinds of mind: one - logical, selfish, narrow, long, and another - sensitive, compassionate, wide, short. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	There are 2 ways to learn about outside world: 1st - most rough & inevitable, by five senses. From it we wouldn’t form the world in us we know, it’d be chaos giving various feelings. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Another way of cognition is to get to know oneself through love to oneself, then learn other beings via love for them; move with your thoughts into another person, animal, plant, even stone. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	By this another way of cognition you will learn from inside and form the entire world as we know it. This method is called a poetic gift, the same what love is. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	This is the restoration of infringed unity between creatures. You step out of yourself and you enter into another. And you can enter in everything. Merge with God, with everything. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	They say one swallow doesn’t make spring; but should this dictate the swallow, which already feels spring, not to fly but wait? Then every bud & grass needs to wait, & spring will not come. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	Good is only good when you don’t know you’re doing it. Once looked back, you’ve lost it. Left shouldn’t know what right does – isn’t order but fact: when left knows, it’s no longer the good. - August 1893, Tolstoy, Diaries

	A lecherous man comes up with logic of why to love women is good. He begins sophisticated crafty reasoning on merging of souls, beauty of love & wider this spread, more it obscures truth. - Tolstoy, What is religion

	Christ says fornication happens because men and women look at each other as with lust. To avoid it, need to eliminate all that can excite lust. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ taught: avoid anything that excites lust and, connecting with your wife, don’t leave her under any pretext because abandoning spouses seduces others and spreads debauchery. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Real, serious life is only that which goes according to the highest conscious law; but life led by desires, lusts, speeches, is only a threshold of life, preparation for it, a dream. - Tolstoy, Diaries

	For God to love you, need to do his will. And his will is so that you, with your works, pay off the works of others. Only this road leads you to the blessing. - Tolstoy, Greek Teacher Socrates

	As insignificant as our forces may appear in comparison with those of our opponents, our victory is as sure as the victory of the light of the rising sun over the darkness of night. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Our victory is certain, but on one condition only: that when uttering the truth we utter it all, without compromise, concession, or modification. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	The truth is so simple, so clear, so evident, and so incumbent not only on Christians, but on all reasonable men, that it is only necessary to speak it out in its full significance for it to be irresistible. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	The truth in its full meaning lies in what is accepted the Law of God in 4 words: 'You shall not kill,' meaning man may not and should not in any circumstances or under any pretext kill his fellow man. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Regardless of how much they've perverted the Christian teaching, its fundamentals are: 1) love for God (for the highest virtuous perfection), and 2) love for one’s neighbor (including all men without distinction). - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Therefore, it would seem inevitable that we must reject one of the two: either Christianity with the love for God and one’s neighbor, or the State with its armies and wars. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Perhaps people now think that Christianity is obsolete, and in choosing between the two they're inclined to choose the State with murder. Then they should say so! And not to mix the incompatible. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	People must openly admit they've ceased to believe in what's written on our hearts, and now believe only in what's ordered by people who by intrigues became rulers even if their orders include murder, Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	If people realize that Christianity forbids murder, then the existence of armies & governments will become impossible. If admit governments acknowledge the lawfulness of murder & deny Christianity, no one will wish to obey a government. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	And therefore the governments, being unable to say either one thing or the other, are anxious to hide the necessity of solving this dilemma from their subjects. , Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	We must all speak the truth: war isn't good or laudable affair. Like all murder, war is a vile & criminal business, for those who voluntarily choose military career & for those who submit to it. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	To those choosing military career: regardless of pomp, glitter, approval, it’s a criminal & shameful activity; the higher position in military profession, the more criminal & shameful it is. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	To people drawn into military service - whether by deception, bribes, or threats of punishments! You're making the grossest mistake of going against your conscience, morality, and common sense, when you agree to join an army. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Joining army goes against morality: doing what, inside their souls, people know is wrong.

It is also contrary to common sense: serving the caste of people that deprives them of freedom. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	For men enlightened, free from superstition of military glory, the military profession, regardless of all efforts to hide its real meaning, is as shameful business as executioner’s & even worse. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	The executioner is only ready to kill those who've been convicted to be a criminal, while a soldier promises to kill everybody he'll be told to kill, even the dearest to him or the best people. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Humanity has reached a stage of such acute contradiction between its moral demands and the existing social order that a change has become inevitable. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Tension's reached such degree that a slight effort or even single word may be needed to change this cruel & irrational life – with its divisions, armaments and armies – into a reasonable life. - Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Every effort, every word may be the shock that's required & people’ll see that the service for their country, heroism of war, military glory, patriotism, - just the criminal business of murder!, Tolstoy, Address to Peace Congress in Stockholm

	Those of you who pray more than the others, are those who are the least faithful amongst you. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Because you yourselves do not understand what it is you believe -- as if you were beggars, unable to do anything more than beg that your wishes be granted!, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Why do you wheedle favors from God? Do you think He made a mistake in giving you the conditions you have? Do you wish to teach

Him how to correct His errors?, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Then God you believe in is unreasonable. Why do you even call him God at all? Why do you pray to Him? Ye worship ye know not what. And there is little truth in what you believe. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	It's worse to have little faith than not to believe at all. For as you deny God, you’ll in the end come to Him. But if your faith is weak, you'll go nowhere but be instead buffeted from side to side. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Hypocrites neither go in the kingdom of heaven nor let others. Do not call them teachers as they love. They’re blind leaders of the blind & if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. - Matthew 15.14, Christ, New Testament

	And for ages they have taken the keys of knowledge and hide them, replace them with half-truths, dressed as the Truth, and therefore far more dangerous and frightful even than lies. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	God isn’t far from every one of us but you shouldn’t think that you’ll find Him by descriptions or portrayals or imagine that the Godhead is like gold or silver or stone, graven by art & man's device. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	For otherwise you’ll serve a creature and not the Creator. For the most High dwells not in temples and He doesn’t require assistance of human hands. Heaven is His throne, and Earth is His footstool. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Ask and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you. The doors of Heaven will open and our Heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to those that ask for it, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Do not ask Heavenly Father for false treasures or earthly pleasures, as sinners do, but ask only: that He straighten the paths leading to His Kingdom, so that before death you might see the Most High. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Ask Father only to straighten the paths leading to His Kingdom, so that before death you might see the Most High. For if you will not see God during your life, you will not see Him after, either. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	I wish to give you faith in existence of Kingdom of God, where all is in eternal happiness, so that this faith might light within you a fire of unquenchable desire to seek out and find that Kingdom. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	To believe is to taste of the unripe carrot. To verify is to drink sweet mead. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Therefore do not only believe, but examine within yourself, obtain and comprehend – that’s what I summon you, and after you don’t need to believe in what you’ve comprehended. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	I give the crutch (religion) to the cripple, for him not to hobble lame for the rest of his life, but to be cured, i.e. get to know the Holy Spirit and enter the Kingdom of God within his own lifetime. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	The Kingdom of Heaven is always here, but you don’t know how to enter it. The heaven of which I speak is within you and outside you, and the Kingdom of God is within this heaven and none other. - Thomas, 3, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And you need not go far in seeking it, “neither shall they say: Lo, here! Or lo, there! For behold, the kingdom of God is within you. - Luke 17: 21, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And you yourselves do not realize what treasure you hide within you, and thus you live like paupers. But I am amazed what great wealth is hidden within this poverty. - Thomas, 29, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	There are some among you, who, before tasting their death, will see the Great Kingdom. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	But first you must know yourselves. When you get to know yourselves, then you'll become known & accepted by the Almighty, then you will realize that it's you who are the sons of the living father. - Thomas 3, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And through you, as through all of his creations, He appears Himself. (Romans 1:20) But a Man is his chief creation. Then why do you hide the God from yourself?, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Reveal Him to the world, and glorify yourselves and the Creator! When you recognize your true self, all that is hidden from you will – will open to you. - Thomas, 5, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	But if you will not know yourselves, then you dwell in poverty and it is you who are that poverty. - Thomas, 3, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	You won't learn what's around you if you don't see what's within you; for then there’s no cognizant who'd be given to understand the mysteries of Heavenly Father. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Don’t separate heaven from earth, for heaven is an extension of earth. Don’t separate yourselves from earth, either, for you too are an extension of earth, and it is, too, an extension of you. - Thomas, 77, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Therefore I say unto you: you are the beginning of all and the end of all. And when you have grasped this, then you shall see the Kingdom of Heaven. - Thomas, 18, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	All that is alive and dead is invisibly connected, and each thing separately is part of one larger whole. - Thomas, 77, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Woe unto him who sets borders on earth and divides peoples. For there are no boundaries in heaven, and there should be none on earth. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And verily I say unto you that all such division is a cause of hatred and strife, whether such division be by borders, or by language, or by faith - it's all the same. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And if a man is divided within himself, then he will be filled with the same hatred, and he’ll be in darkness, and he will know no peace. - Thomas, 61, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Don't fear to get lost when you’ll seek your way, for only the strongest are capable of it. Those who's broken free from herd, shepherd loves more than others, for only they're able to find true path. - Thomas, 107, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	It's no cattle’s fault for being locked in barns, for men locked them in. But men've done to their shame what no other being's capable of: locked their own into prison & put themselves inside of it. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Woe to them whose children're born in such prison.

They grow & know no other life but the life of their fathers, and they can't see, for their eyes've lost sight from darkness of their confinement. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And as they see no one else who lives in any manner differently, they think that their life's the only possible way to live. For if eyes haven't seen the light, you don't know that you're in darkness. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Do not collect for yourselves treasures on Earth where moth and rust corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. Instead, collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. - Matthew 6, 19-21, Christ, New Testament

	If you have true strength, all worldly passions & desires (in which your soul was boiling like crazy) will leave you & with them - all the false opinions & prejudices that imprisoned you. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	A man's life doesn't depend on abundance of possessions. You care & fuss about many things, but one is needed for your soul: so that seed of Word of God may take root in your heart & bear its fruit. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Truly I tell you – he who receives all but in need of himself, has nothing. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And do not excuse yourself by serving the Law: for it was added for those of little faith, in whom the Word of God does not fit, to keep them from transgressions, until they gain true understanding. - Galatians 3.19, Christ, New Testament

	For the following of commandments can't give life, nor bring blessing nor make a man just. For these things you need true faith, that comes from Love. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	I give you just one commandment: Love! On this commandment all the laws and all the prophets are established. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	All the other commandments are the children of Love. And if mother is in you, all its children are in you. You don't need to know them by name: when they are within you, they are your essence. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	So I say to you: love your Heavenly Father with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Be not God-fearing, but God-loving. For God has loved you before, and so you love Him with His True Love, in which there is no fear. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Perfect Love casts out fear, for fear involves suffering. Who fears, does not love with perfect love. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. For if you don’t love your neighbor, yet claim that you love the Most High, you lie!, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Even if you're most righteous on earth & live by godly law & speak tongue of angels & have all wisdom, faith, but don’t have love & bear malice to even a tiny worm, you're just a sounding brass. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	All good deeds are the light shining without the man, but this light shall not illumine the path to the Kingdom of Heaven. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	But there is light within a man of light, and it lights up all the world. If he does not shine, there is darkness. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And even if you give away all your goods, or you give up your body to be burned, but if the light of Love does not illumine your actions, it will profit you nothing. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	You are all children of love, born of love, and is it not meet that you become love as well? And to become love means to one with god and to become god! For love is god! And god is love!, Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	For truly you are Gods, only your eyes are closed, and you have not yet awakened to ascend into your glory. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And if you will have Love within you, then God will be within you, and you – in Him. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	Complete Love and the Holy Spirit come together, for they are one and the same. If Love is with you, then the Holy Spirit is with you, and if the Holy Spirit is with you, then your Love is Complete. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And therefore be you wise like serpents, and pure like doves. Find the light, which will save you, within yourselves. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	And even if the pages of the Gospel shall be lost, you will be able to restore them once more with your heart. - Christ, The Lost Pages of the Gospel

	From the time a society calling itself the Church was formed, it taught the “truth” chiefly by violence. They laid down the truth, and punished those who did not accept it. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	2nd mean of instilling this dogma is via external influence on people’s feelings by solemnity of setting, with pictures, statues, singing, music, dramatic performances & oratorical art. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	The clergy jealously use 3rd, most powerful, method - instilling Church doctrine into people unable to judge what's passed onto them: uneducated working people and children. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Believers in this doctrine are: uneducated working people who have no time for thought, but mainly - children, who take words for granted & on whose minds it remains permanently impressed. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	The whole “Sacred” history taught at schools – from the plagues Moses and the murder of all their firstborn etc. - is a series of terrible crimes committed by the Hebrews & by "god" himself. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Church interprets New Testament not as a moral teaching (as in the Sermon on the Mount), but as conformity with stories of Old Testament, in fulfillment of "prophecies", and in "miracles". - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Church is only obsessed with miracles: talks with the devil, turning of water into wine, walking on water, healings, resurrection of Jesus himself & his flying up into the sky. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	These fairytales are told as if they were the most trustworthy description of the world & its laws, what should be considered good & evil, about existence of God & duties of people. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Talking of harmful books! Is there a book that's done more harm to mankind than this terrible book, "Holy History"? And it's taught as essential knowledge – as the one, eternal truth of God. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	A man in whose head a wedge has been driven of Trinity or God who became man, redeemed human race by his sufferings & flew up into the sky - can no longer grasp any reasonable understanding of life. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	However much you may put into a storage that has cracks in its floor, all will run out. Whatever you may put into a mind that has accepted nonsense as a matter of faith, nothing will remain in it. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Such a man, if he values his beliefs, will inevitably, all his life long, 1)either be on his guard (as against something harmful) against all that might enlighten him & destroy his superstitions, Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	or, 2)having once and for all assumed (Church always encourages him in this) that REASON is the source of error, he will repudiate the only light given to man to enable him to find his path in life;, Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	or, 3)most terrible, he will, by cunning justifications, try to demonstrate the reasonableness of what is unreasonable,, Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	and, 4)worst of all, he will discard, together with the superstitions that were instilled into him, all consciousness of the necessity for any faith whatever, Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	A man into whom meaningless & contradictory assertions have been instilled from childhood - is a man mentally ill – unless he's able to free himself from them w much effort & suffering. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Such a man, seeing life around him moving & changing, can’t watch it without a feeling of desperation, unkind toward others; stays a conscious partisan of obscurity & lies against light & truth. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Instead of the mysterious Source of which a person thinks with reverence, Churches tell him of an angry, unjust God, who executes and torments people. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Instead of equality of all men, Churches tell that not only people but nations, are unequal; that some of them are beloved by God; & that some people are called by God to rule, & others - to submit. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Instead of wish to love & to be loved, which is instilled in the soul of every uncorrupted man, Churches teach him that relations between men can only be based on violence, threats, executions. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	And Churches teach people that judicial & military murders are committed not only with the sanction of God, but at His command. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Instead of the need of self-improvement, Churches tell him that man’s salvation lies in his belief in Redemption, that man is guilty of sinful pride if he works on self-improvement. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Church teaches that a man must not improve himself without aids of prayers, sacraments, belief in Redemption, and that for his salvation he must rely not on his own reason, but on the orders of Church. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	It is terrible to think of the perversion of thought and feeling produced in the soul of a child or an ignorant adult by such false religious dogmas. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	True Christian way of living is now replaced by Bible’s verses memorizing, prayers before meals, and other external worshipping. People are becoming cruder & cruder religiously. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Not only is the Church teaching harmful by its irrationality & immorality, it's especially harmful because people professing it feel confident they're living a Christian life. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Main evil of this dogma is that it's so skillfully interwoven with its outward expression, that people think this doctrine is the one true Christianity & that there is no other!, Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Not only the Church has mislead men from the spring of living water, but has poisoned it with false teachings. Now people can’t find the truth except this one, poisoned by Church's interpretation. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Modern Christianity is like a vaccination of false Christianity, and just like vaccination for smallpox or diphtheria, it makes vaccinated immune to true Christianity. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	People fully persuaded that they are living Christian lives, having built their lives on foundations irreconcilable with true Christianity, are unable to return to true Christianity. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	So-called unbelievers, as a result of spiritual pollute they were exposed in their childhood, can't distinguish one from another, & reject false Church teaching together with true teaching of Christ. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Atheists, despising the fraud that has caused them so much suffering, preach not only the uselessness but also the harmfulness of Christianity, and of any faith. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Unbelievers arrive at denial of all faith as a result of Church dogmas, wipe out all distinction between good & evil, preach creed of inequality, egotism, strife, oppression of weak by strong. - Tolstoy, Appeal to the Clergy

	Eliminate your sinful desires, defeat your evil passions, and fill your soul with goodness for all beings. - Tolstoy, The Karma

	Separateness of personality is a curse; unity is a blessing. Hell is nothing but self-love; and nirvana is one life shared by all. - Tolstoy, The Karma

	Personality commits evil, and personality suffers from itself.

Once a personality refrains from evil, it purifies. - Tolstoy, The Karma

	The deceitful doctrine of state is regarding yourself as connected with the people of one nationality, or one state, separated from the people of other nations and the other states. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Only after people recognize in themselves the spiritual beginning, which is the same in all people, they can no longer believe in human institutions-which only separate what is connected by God. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	What to call that when a large number of people obey, cringe before one or few persons, so much that they do not have anything on their own: property nor children, nor life itself?, Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	You do not need to take anything away from those few who oppress the rest people, - only to give them nothing, and the people will be free. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	When people submit themselves to the power of their oppressors, they are cutting their own throats. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	When people submit themselves to the power of their oppressors, they are cutting their own throats. - La Boëtie, The Politics Of Obedience: The Discourse Of Voluntary Servitude

	Where would the oppressors get any power over you, if you weren't abetting the thief who robs you, if you weren't becoming accomplices to the murderer who kills you, if you did not betray yourselves?, La Boëtie, The Politics Of Obedience: The Discourse Of Voluntary Servitude

	I don't want you to attack this enemy, but stop supporting it, and you'll see that it, as a humongous statue, from under which the base was taken, will fall by its weight and break into pieces. - La Boëtie, The Politics Of Obedience: The Discourse Of Voluntary Servitude

	When you look closely at what people are busy with, you cannot help but be amazed at how many lives are wasted for continuation of kingdom of evil on Earth maintained by the governments. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	We use the benefits of culture and civilization, but do not use the benefits of morality. - Immanuel Kant, Superstition of the State

	In the present social order, it’s safe to say that the happiness of the states grows proportionally with the misfortunes of the people. - Immanuel Kant, Superstition of the State

	So you inadvertently ask yourself, would we not have been happier staying in the primitive state, when we had no culture and civilization, rather than in our present state?, Immanuel Kant, Superstition of the State

	You can't make people happy without making them moral. - Immanuel Kant, Superstition of the State

	 Only the ingrained deceitful doctrine gives this mad, not justifiable by anything, power to the hundreds of people over the millions of people, and deprives these millions of genuine freedom. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	A person living in Canada or in Kansas, in Bohemia, in Russia, Normandy, cannot be free while he considers himself (& proud of it) being British, North American, Austrian, Russian, French citizen. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Chief and practically the only reason for the lack of freedom – is the deceitful doctrine of the necessity of the governmental state. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	People may be deprived of their liberty even in the absence of the state, but people belonging to the state cannot have freedom. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	When a Christian obeys the orders of the sergeant, governor, minister, president, - he commits the acts which are contrary to his conscience & to the law of God: robs, judges, executes, fights people. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	It’s clear why presidents, ministers, the rich persuade us that people cannot live without the state. But why the poor stand behind that which gives them nothing & only hurts? Because of false belief, Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Christian teaching doesn’t propose to destroy or replace the old order. It only explains what the essence of the evil is and what the true blessing for everyone is. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The entire Christian teaching is only in knowing that the blessing of a human is in the carrying out of the will by which he came into this world, but the evil is in violating of this will. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	A virtuous government official is the same internal contradiction as a chaste hooker, or an abstinent drunkard, or a meek robber. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Machiavelli teaches rulers: "You do not need to have good qualities... but must make an appearance of possessing such qualities. In fact, for the rulers, these qualities can only be harmful.”, Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The powerful of this world look great only to those who kneel before them. As soon as people stand up from their knees, they'll see those who seemed to them such great - are the same as they are. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The main evil of the government is not in the destruction of lives, but in the destruction of love and in inspiring of the separation between people. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The essential feature of any government is that it requires its citizens to be the force it's based on. Thus, in the State, all citizens become the oppressors of themselves. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Each government is supported by the armed men, ready to execute - the class of people, raised to kill everybody who their superiors order to kill. They are the police and, primarily, the army. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Army is nothing more than a collection of disciplined killers. Its training is the training of its murderers; its victories are murders. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	People think the government keeps the police and the army for citizen's protection, but they forget that the government needs these forces for their own defense - against the oppressed and enslaved citizens. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The inhabitants of Earth are in such state of absurdity, irrationality, dullness, that every day we read in media rationalizations of rulers of people - with whom to connect to fight the others. - Flammarion, Superstition of the State

	The inhabitants of Earth are still brought up in the belief that there are peoples, borders, banners, as if all this was more important than the consciousness of humanity. - Flammarion, Superstition of the State

	The truth is that if thinking people found a way to agree, - the situation would change, because no one personally wants war. - Flammarion, Superstition of the State

	But the problem is that in every state there are still millions of parasites who need war, who would not remain parasites without war. - Flammarion, Superstition of the State

	And these same parasites prevent thinking people from coming to an agreement to stop participating in the mutual murder. - Flammarion, Superstition of the State

	What is more absurd than the right of man to kill me because he lives on the other side of the river, or because his ruler is at loggerheads with mine, even though I didn't plan to quarrel with him?, Pascal, Superstition of the State

	Man of our times, if he doesn't want to act immorally, must very carefully consider those seemingly innocent acts to participation in which he is called upon. -, Superstition of the State

	When receiving salary from the factory producing weapons or collecting taxes, he must know he gets paid for participation in preparations for murder or for taking away products of labor of the poor. -, Superstition of the State

	Nowadays the largest and the most harmful crimes are not those which committed at times, but those that occur continually and are not regarded as crimes. -, Superstition of the State

	That change, which mankind is going through, is the change from an animal to human. This transition is only possible with the disappearance of the state. - Bakunin, Superstition of the State

	The state is a temporary establishment & must disappear. Sword & rifle, weapons of our time, will eventually be shown in museums like rarity, just as instruments of torture are shown. - Crosby, Superstition of the State

	People're beginning to understand that time of governments has passed, & that it holds on only by established false doctrine; but people cannot free themselves from it because they're entangled in it. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Current States, with armies, resemble a guard who continues to guard an empty bench on which an empress sat before, even though the empress has died long ago. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The state creates criminals faster than punishes them. - Tucker, Superstition of the State

	State produces as many laws as there are relationships between people to determine. In 3 years, France produced 11,600 laws! Do you really think government can preserve any sanity in this awful mess?, Proudhon, Superstition of the State

	People diligently entangle themselves so that one (or few) person could manipulate them all; then they give the rope from this entangled crowd to whomever, and wonder why they are in trouble. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Not only one person has no right to rule over many, but many do not have the right to rule over one. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Some say the governments always existed & that's why we can't live without it. Firstly, the state wasn't always existed, and even if it was, it doesn't prove it always should exist. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	As soon as person realizes what the government really is - a deception created by the wicked people, under disguise of managing, used for their personal aims - he can't feel anything but disgust toward them. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	When a man has to choose between God commands & what authorities tell him, and if he chooses to obey the authorities, he acts like a man who listens not his master but 1st person he met on street. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	The teaching of Christ has always been contrary to the teaching of the world. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	According to the teachings of the world, rulers govern people, force people to kill, execute, punish, make them swear in obeying the will of their superiors, force them to fight with other nations. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	But according to the teaching of Christ, no man can not only kill, rape another, but even to resist him with power, cannot do evil not only to his neighbors, but also to his enemies. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Christ predicted: followers of his teaching will be persecuted, tormented, killed & the world will hate them as it hated him, because they won’t be servants of world, but servants of Father. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	"If my soldiers began to think, no one would have stayed with the army," - said King Frederick II. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Anarchists are right, denying existing order, exposing the violence of government; but they are crudely mistaken thinking that the anarchy can be installed by a revolution. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Anarchy can only be installed by having more people who don’t need protection of the government & more people who would be ashamed to use this power. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Anarchy doesn’t mean lack of institutions, but only absence of those institutions that make people obey them by force. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	A man, a true Christian, cannot be a member of a society which has army and military institutions. - Adin Ballou, Superstition of the State

	A Christian must not support an official or participate in his election, who, by swearing in the name of God, binds himself to commit the deeds of murder and violence. - Adin Ballou, Superstition of the State

	The judgement is that the light has come into the world, but people loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. - Christ, Superstition of the State

	For whoever does evil, hates the light, neither comes to the light, lest his works become known, because they are evil. - John 3.20, Christ, New Testament

	But he who does truth, comes to the light, so that his deeds may be made manifest, because they are worked in God. - Christ, Superstition of the State

	All feelings which have love of the whole world as their source are good; all feelings which have self-love as their source are bad. - May 1847, Tolstoy, diaries

	What feelings derive from self-love? (1) love of fame, (2) love of gain, and (3) love (between a man and a woman). - ?

	How your view of life changes when you live not for yourself, but for others! Life ceases to be an end and becomes a means. - May 1851, Tolstoy, diaries

	A despair is a weakness of faith and of trust in God. - May 1851, Tolstoy, diaries

	It seems to me that it’s actually impossible to describe a man; but it’s possible to describe the effect he has on me. - July 1851, Tolstoy, diaries

	So many thoughts can fit at once, especially in an empty head!, August 1851, Tolstoy, diaries

	Freedom is relative: in relation to matter a man is free, in relation to God - he is not. - Tolstoy, diaries

	Before the highest justice, there is no evil that would not have been punished. - December 1851, Tolstoy, It Is You

	Pride is a perplexing urge, an evil like epidemics – famine, locusts, war – with which providence punishes human beings. - March 20, 1852, Tolstoy, diaries

	The proud man knows neither true joy, nor grief, nor love, nor fear, nor despair, nor hatred – everything about him is unnatural and forced. - March 20, 1852, Tolstoy, diaries

	Pride is a sort of immature love of fame, a sort of self-love transferred to the opinions of others – a vain man loves himself not as he is, but as he appears to others to be. - March 20, 1852, Tolstoy, diaries

	People kill themselves for 2 reasons:

1) life doesn't give a person happiness he seeks,

2) he thinks his life doesn’t make any sense.

Both come from the wrong understanding of the purpose of life. - Lev Tolstoy, On Insanity

	The fact that I’ve renounced the Church is true. But I’ve renounced it not because I revolted against God but, on contrary, only because with all my soul powers I wished to serve Him. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Christ’s testament of non-resistance to evil by use of violence – didn’t please anybody, at all times. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	To fulfill his destiny, a human must increase love within himself & manifest it in the world; and this is exactly what's necessary to fulfill his godly work. But what a man can do to manifest love?, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Human's true life is based on the desire of well-being for all. Love is within each person & strives for its manifestation; so person only needs to remove obstacles to it. What are these obstacles?, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Obstacles making manifestation of love difficult are in human's separateness from others, person cannot fully get away from striving to benefit himself & commits acts opposite to love. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Desire of well-being for all (Love) encounters obstacles to this manifestation, because consciousness awakens in human not from birth but later, after he develops habits of animal life. Why is this?, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Why a spiritual being – love - is enclosed in a separate human being? Some teachings respond by denying the human body, others - of spirit. Neither resolves the contradiction. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	To suggestion of tempter to kill himself if he can't satisfy bodily demands, Christ replies one mustn't resist Will of Who has sent us into life as separate beings; but that in it must serve only God. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Love in every individual and in all mankind, is like steam confined in a boiler: the steam expands, pushes the pistons and produces work. As for the steam to produce its work it needs the resistance of the walls, similarly for love to produce its work, it needs the resistance of the limits of the separate being in which it is enclosed. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Love in each is like steam in a boiler: for expanding steam to produce its work it needs the resistance of walls, and so love to produce work needs the resistance of separate being it's confined in. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	What a person must not do, in order to live the True Live?, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Each person – because in childhood he acquired the habit of living for his separate being, always apt to commit sins (errors), inhibiting the manifestation of love. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	3 origins of sins get in the way of love: 1) inborn sins: from natural desire to serve own body 2) societal: traditions 3) personal/devised: aspirations toward even greater benefiting oneself. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	There are six sins that stand on the way of manifestation of love in people. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	1. The sin of sensual lust, which consists in arranging for oneself sensual pleasures from the satisfaction of one's needs. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	2. The sin of idleness, which consists in freeing oneself from the labour, necessary to meet one’s needs. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	3. The sin of greed, which consists in acquiring for oneself opportunities for satisfaction one’s own needs in the future. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	4. The sin of thirst for power, which consists in subjugating one's peers to oneself. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	5. The sin of sexual lust, which consists in arranging for oneself pleasures to satisfy sexual lust. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	6.The sin of intoxication, which consists in stimulating artificial excitement of one's physical and mental faculties. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	#1-sin of lust- human thinks his well-being is only in satisfaction of his needs so he 1) enjoys them 2) supports pleasures devised by his predecessors 3) devises new means of increasing his pleasures, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	When a person eats before getting hungry, he overdresses, when he builds a house not to shelter from weather but to increase the pleasures of satisfying his needs, he commits the innate sin of lust. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	When person raised in habits of excesses in drink, food, clothing, housing, & continues to enjoy this superfluity, maintaining these habits, such person commits the traditional sin of lust. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	When someone living in luxury, comes up with more means of enjoyment: introduces more refined food & drinks, obtains more fine clothes, home with new decorations... - he commits personal sin of lust. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	The sin(error) of lust - inborn, traditional, personal, - means that individual, hunting after well-being via gratification of his wants, by reinforcing them, impedes his birth to new spiritual life, Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	A person acting this way does not reach the goal he strives for, because any increase of needs reduces the probability of being able to satisfy the lust & reduces the pleasure of satisfaction. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	The more frequently a person satisfies his hunger and more refined the food he consumes, the less pleasure he will derive from food. The same is in regards to gratification of all other animal needs. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	"Whoever starts with loving Christianity more than truth, soon will love his church more than Christianity, and will finish loving himself (his peace of mind) more than anything else," -Coleridge. - Tolstoy, Response to Synod

	I started with loving my Orthodox faith my than my peace of mind, then loved Christianity over my Church, now I love truth more than anything else. - Tolstoy, Response to Synod

	So far the truth agrees with Christianity for me. And to the extent of my preaching this Christianity, I peacefully, happily live & joyfully approach my death. - Tolstoy, Response to Synod

	Incredible is the folly of public that leaves works of greatest thinkers undisturbed - to read writings of commonplace persons which appear daily & breed in countless numbers like flies. - Schopenhauer, The collected essays

	Because most people will only read what is the newest instead of what is the best of all ages, the greatest writers remain in the narrow circle of prevailing ideas. - Schopenhauer, The collected essays

	One can never read too little of bad, or too much of good books: bad books are intellectual poison; they destroy the mind. - Schopenhauer, The collected essays

	To “science” worshipers:

The person who reads a great deal, gradually loses the ability to think for himself. Thus, many men of learning have read themselves stupid. - Schopenhauer, The collected essays

	God reveals himself only directly to human heart & every broker - a person, group, book or legend, icon, relics, Church, Christ - does the worst evil - makes people regard as God that what is not God. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Once a person lets himself believe in mediation between him & God, he deprives himself of the only opportunity of authenticating knowledge & opens possibility of perceiving lies instead of truth. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	The one who wants to find a solution, will find the way to reach it; but the one who doesn't want the solution - will always find an excuse for not doing that. - our quote

	Earth is a hothouse for growing of the Spirits. - Efimov, Putin's strategist

	if god﻿ exists why do good things happen to bad people and vice versa? simply put there is no god. -

	I and all of us have died for a year, a day, or an hour. We live, which means we die. To live well means to die well. A new year! I wish that I and everybody else may die well. - 1 January, 1883, Tolstoy, diaries

	To die means to go back to where you came from. What is there? It must be good, judging by the wonderful creatures, the children, who come from there. - 6 May, 1908, Tolstoy, diaries

	-,

	Is a reasonable life possible in a state where the head of it blesses people with icons, kisses them, and makes others kiss them?, 2 July, 1904, Tolstoy, diaries

	Truth is open to human only in his reason, given by God to understand God's will, and implanting distrust toward the Reason carries in itself the desire to deceive and is the greatest blasphemy. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	I could not believe any religion, as each had the same contradictions, absurdities, miracles, denial of all other religions and deceit, demands for blind trust in their teaching. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	All best people of humankind - before & after the Gospels: from Moses, Isaiah, Confucius, Buddha, Socrates, to Pascal, Spinoza, Fichte, Fuerbach,… & not famous people spoke about the meaning of life. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	In my understanding of truth I discovered from the Gospel, I not only was not alone, but I was together with all the best people of the past and of our time. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	I became confirmed in this truth, and at peace, and after that lived happily 20 years of my life, and now with gladness approach death. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	What prompts me to do what I'm doing is not greed, fame, or worldly considerations, but only fear of not fulfilling of what He, who sent me into this world wants from me. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	I know my writing on religion will not contribute to my worldly welfare nor people’s kind attitude toward me, and may upset those who demand fictional work from me. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	A human is an angel being born of a beast — a spiritual being born out of an animal one. Our life in this world is nothing else but this process of birth. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	God, according to the Christian teaching, is that essence of life which a human recognizes both within himself and in the whole world as the desire for well-being. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	This purpose of life is revealed to people by observation, by scripture, and by reasoning. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	1) Observation shows that the progress in human life has consisted in people becoming more and more connected and tie together by consent and cooperation. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	2) The scripture & all wise people tell that humanity must move from division to unity; as Christ said all should be one like ‘I am one with the Father’. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	3) Reasoning shows that that the greatest well-being of people can be obtained only by the most union and concord among people. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Observation, scripture, & reason show what is the essence of the work of God, in which a human is called to participate - to replace division & discord in the world with union & harmony. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	The increase of love within self drives the ongoing work in the world: replacement of division & discord with union & harmony, — what Christian teaching calls the establishment of the kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	True love - the desire for well-being - starts with one's own family: wife, children; then expands to friends, fellows, countrymen; then seeks to embrace everything that exists. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	In this incessant expansion of the limits of love, which constitutes the essence of the birth of spiritual being, is the essence of true human life in this world. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	The whole existence of human in this world, from birth till death, is nothing but the birth of spiritual being in him. This incessant birth is what Christian teaching calls the True Life. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	In order to fulfill his destiny, human must increase love within himself and manifest it in the world. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Love in every one and in all mankind is like steam confined in a boiler: the steam expands, pushes the pistons and produces work. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Sins constitute the obstacles to the manifestation of love in people. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	Every person is affected by sins inhibiting his manifestation of love – habits of living for oneself 1) acquired from childhood & 2) passed to him by his ancestors. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	There are 3 origins of sins, which obstruct love: 1) innate, natural 2) resulting from human traditions 3) personal, or devised, sins, aimed at further increase of personal welfare. - Tolstoy, Christian Teaching

	?,

	Who wants to achieve something looks for opportunity; who doesn’t - finds excuses. - our quote, Russian proverb

	Mockery, particularly clever, makes the one who mocks higher than the one he laughs at; and for the most part (even always) a mockery is a sure sign of misunderstanding by the person of what he laughs about. - From Tolstoy's Diary. 5 April, 1907, Tolstoy, diaries

	In order to forgive, need to forget, wish to forget that for what you are forgiving, and start the relationship from scratch. - From Tolstoy's Diary. 5 April, 1907, Tolstoy, diaries

	Thought about the terrible danger of condemning... Yes, it is better to make a 100 mistakes taking the bad for good than once stop loving one. - From Tolstoy's Diary. 5 April, 1907, Tolstoy, diaries

	-,

	The Church religion, preached for centuries to millions of people under the name of Christianity, is nothing but a very vulgar Jewish sect, having nothing in common with true Christianity. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Light came into world, but people loved darkness more than light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates light and doesn’t come to light, so that his deeds don’t get exposed. - John 3, 19-20, New Testament

	But he who acts based on truth comes to the light, so that his deeds may be manifested, because they are done in God. - John 3, 21, New Testament

	While reading the Gospels, ignore all superstitious inserts made by writers - miracles, resurrections, healings, expulsion of demons, resurrection of Christ - but stick to what is simple and clear. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	It’s enough to read the Gospels, ignoring all that is superstitious, and then read Paul’s Epistles - to clearly see the complete disagreement between the teaching of Christ and the doctrine of Pharisee Paul. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Temporary, local, obscure, convoluted, stilted and adapting to the existing evil teaching of Pharisee Paul is totally incompatible with the worldwide eternal teaching of a simple holy man Jesus. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The meaning of the teaching of Christ (just like anything truly great) is simple, clear, accessible to all and can be expressed in one word: a human is a son of God. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The essence of Paul’s teaching is artificial, dark, and totally incomprehensible for any free of hypnosis person. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The essence of Christ's teaching is that true well-being of human is in the fulfillment of the will of Father, which is in the unity of people and is only possible by raising the spirit in oneself. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The essence of the teaching of Paul is that Christ's death & resurrection saves people from their sins & cruel punishments intended by God to people currently living for sins of their predecessors. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The foundation of Christ’s teaching in that the main and the only obligation of a human is the fulfillment of God's will, that is to love people. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The single basis of Paul’s teaching is: that the only human obligation is to believe that Christ, by his death, has atoned for and redeemed the sins of people. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	According to Christ’s teaching, the reward for shifting one’s own life to the spiritual essence of each person is the joyful freedom of the awareness of the connection with God, Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	According to Paul’s teaching, one needs to live the good life chiefly just to get a reward for it “there”, in the post mortem state. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The foundation of Christ’s teaching – truth, the meaning – the purpose of life. The foundation of Paul’s teaching - cunningness and fantasy. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Christ told that people should not wait for rewards and punishments in the future and should, as workers of the master, understand their purpose, and fulfill it. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Whole Paul's teaching is based on the fear of punishment & promises of rewards, on ascension into heaven & on the most immoral statement: if you believe, you'll get rid of sins, become sinless. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	In the Gospel, the equality of all people is recognized, and is stated that what is significant before people, is abomination before God, Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Paul teaches obedience to authorities, recognizing the establishment of them from God, so that the one who opposes the authorities, he opposes the godly establishment. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Where Christ teaches that a person should always forgive, Paul calls for anathema to those who does not do what he commands. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The Gospel says that all people are equal; Paul recognizes slaves and tells them to obey their masters. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Christ says: do not swear at all and give to Caesar only what is Caesar’s, and what is God’s – your soul - give to nobody. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Paul says: "Let every soul be subject unto the higher authorities: for there is no power other than from God; the existing powers are ordained of God". (Romans 13, 1-2), Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Christ says: "Who takes the sword will perish from the sword." Paul says: "The master carries the sword not in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath...” (Romans 13, 4), Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Christ says: "The sons of God don’t owe taxes to anybody.” (Matthew 17, 25-26) But Paul says "For this you pay your tribute: for they are God's ministers."(Romans 13, 6-7), Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The miserable and deceitful Paul's teaching took place of the eternal and true teaching of Christ, and even concealed it from the consciousness of the majority of people for many centuries. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The majority of people believed the Church that Paul's immoral, convoluted, and therefore pliable to the most arbitrary interpretations doctrine is the true teaching the God-Christ Himself. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Paul's Epistles preached under the name of Christ, due to Paul's hasty activity, became known before the Gospels (50 years after the birth of Christ; while Gospels have appeared later). - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The true teaching of the great teacher, which has inspired Christ himself and his followers to die for it, has also prompted Paul to choose this teaching for his vain purposes. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The true teaching of Christ, from its first steps, having been corrupted by Paul & got increasingly covered with a thick layer of superstitions, distortions, false understanding. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	True Christ's teaching became mostly unknown - replaced w strange Church doctrine - with popes, bishops, miracles, icons, justifications by faith... - having nothing to do with true Christian teaching, Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Having fallen in the hands of rulers, Paul's doctrine was becoming cruder & approached the worldview of masses. Appeared icons, statues, the creatures of worshiping... & people believe in that. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The Church (Paul's) religion is a forgery of the teaching of Christ, having no root by itself. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Christians, as blind puppies spread away from their mother, divided into countless ideologies: monarchists, Socialists, Republicans, anarchists, spiritists, evangelists... afraid of & hate each other. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Salvation is not in peace conferences/pension offices/spiritism/evangelism/Protestantism/socialism - but only in the recognition of one that can connect people of our time - teaching of Christ. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Just remove the veils hiding truth & teaching of Christ will open up & explain the meaning of life & point to the manifestation of this teaching in life & empower people to peaceful & reasonable life. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Teaching of Christ is simple, clear, easy to implement, one for all, the same law as in all world teachings, derived from the awareness of the human purpose, confirms & clarifies all faiths. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	True Christ's teaching is unprofitable for the ruling & they have means - false education, bribery, violence, hypnosis of adults - to spread the false & hide the only one giving well-being to people. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The most gross & harmful superstition now spreading is that a religion in general is something unnecessary, outdated, and that mankind can live a reasonable life without a religion. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	Especially narrow minded people, so-called scientists, imagine that people can live without religion, i.e. without answer to the question: why do people live & what they should be guided by. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	So-called scientists, people especially narrow minded, lost their facility for original reasonable thinking after continual study of thoughts of others & engaging w most idle & irrelevant questions. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The humanity was only waiting for a push for all Christian aspirations - silenced by false teachings & superstition about possibility of mankind to live w/o religion - to turn into reality. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The reason why people are in such distress, - is they've lost single necessary for peaceful, agreeable, happy cohabitation condition: belief in same principles of life & common to all laws of actions. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	And it's a tragedy that people have stagnated in gross superstition about possibility for people to live a good life without a faith. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The salvation is only in recognition that the perversion of Christian faith was the perversion of the Faith & should be rejected. True Faith is single most important Truth of our time of whole mankind, Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	The salvation is not in a re-arrangement of lives invented by people, - but in understanding of the meaning of life and its law & in living based on this law, in love with others. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	I think the time has come now for this faith, and that the best thing a person can do nowadays is to follow the teaching of this faith and to promote its spread among people. - Tolstoy, Why the Christians are now in such distress

	They asked: “Why do your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them: “While the groom is at the wedding, nobody grieves, i.e. if there is life, you must not mourn.

You cannot mix both external worship and the deeds of love. If you accept the moral teaching, you can’t hold on to the old: fasting and Sabbaths.”, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	The commonest crimes – murder, robbery, & fraud – are the result of men’s desire to increase their possessions, or even to obtain the necessaries of life they have been unable to procure in other way. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	Many crimes are prompted by the passions of jealousy, revenge, carnal love, anger and hatred. Such crimes cannot be suppressed by law. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	The world hates me because its deeds are evil. If you were of the world, the world would love you, but because I have delivered you from the world, therefore the world hates you. - Christ, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	The time comes that whosoever kills you will think that he does God service. But we, like Christ, fear not them that kill the body and then can do nothing more to us. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	‘Except you become as little children you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.’ - Christ, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	‘Woe unto the world because of temptations; for temptations must come; but woe to that man through whom the temptation comes!’ - Christ, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	it might be said that a pagan life may be pardonable only for those who have no children. ‘But woe unto him that shall cause one of these little ones to stumble.’, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	“Know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Christ gives perfect freedom at once: the world’s teaching will never give it. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	“Come unto me, all you that work and are burdened & I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you & learn from me & you'll find rest in your souls. For my yoke is easy & my burden is light.” (Matthew 11.28-30), Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	Blunders do not become wisdom because they are old, any more than water becomes wine because it is stale and foul. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	In God’s sight, there is neither small nor great, there is only what is straight and what is crooked. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	The worldly work, all that you have neglected to do, has only shown you your sin, and you have repented. And when you repented you found the straight path. - Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	Go forward and follow it, and do not think of the past nor of what is great or small. All men are equal in God’s sight! There is one God and one life!, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	Once you found the straight path, follow it with God, and do not think of the past nor of what is great or small. All living are equal in God’s sight! There is one God and one life!, Tolstoy, Walk In the Light While There Is Light

	No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other; or else he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. - Luke 16.13, Christ, New Testament

	“He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathers not for me scatters abroad.”, Matthew 12.30, Christ, New Testament

	When you did not know, you didn’t sin, but now you see; therefore your sin remains. - John 9.41, Christ, New Testament
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	The question that lies in the soul of every person, without which life is impossible: Is there any meaning in my life that will not be annihilated by the inevitable death awaiting me?, Tolstoy, Confession

	,

	‘We grow closer to the truth only to the extent that we grow further away from life,’ says Socrates when preparing himself for death. - Tolstoy, Confession

	What do we, who love truth, strive for in life? To be free of body & of all evil that arises from the life of the body. If this is so then how can we fail to rejoice when death approaches? - Socrates, Tolstoy, Confession

	‘The wise man seeks death throughout his life, and therefore death is not frightening to him.’ - Socrates, Tolstoy, Confession

	That we are afraid of nothingness, or that we wish to live, only indicates that we ourselves are nothing other than this desire to live and we know nothing other than this. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Confession

	‘Vanity of vanities,’ says Solomon, ‘all is vanity. What profit has a man of all his labor which he takes under the sun?', Tolstoy, Confession

	‘The life of the body is evil and a lie. And since the annihilation of the life of the body is a blessing we must long for it,’ says Socrates. - Tolstoy, Confession

	‘Life is that which it should not be: evil. The transition into nothingness is the only thing sacred in life,’ says Schopenhauer. - Tolstoy, Confession

	It follows that rational knowledge does not provide the meaning of life, but excludes it. - Tolstoy, Confession

	So many people have failed to understand the question 'what is the meaning of life', or who had understood it but drowned it in the intoxication of life. - Tolstoy, Confession

	Rational knowledge, as presented by the scientists and wise, denies the meaning of life. - Tolstoy, Confession

	I could not find the answer to ‘What is the meaning of life?’ in science – it denied the meaning; neither in current religions – they denied the reason, which is even worse. - Tolstoy, Confession

	According to world religions, it follows that in order to comprehend the meaning of life I must renounce my reason, the very thing for which meaning was necessary. - Tolstoy, Confession

	Faith remained as irrational to me as before, but it alone provides mankind with the answers to the question of life, and consequently with the possibility of living. - Tolstoy, Confession

	Faith is the knowledge of the meaning of human life, the consequence of which is that man does not kill himself but lives. - Tolstoy, Confession

	So-called Christians have no other concept of life than of grabbing hold of everything they can. - Tolstoy, Confession

	If so-called Christians would had that meaning of life in which the fear of deprivation, suffering, and death is annihilated, then they wouldn’t be frightened of them. - Tolstoy, Confession

	I realized that all the activities, discussions, science and art of the upper class is sheer indulgence, and there is no meaning to be found here. - Tolstoy, Confession

	In order to understand the meaning of life it is first of all necessary that life is not evil and meaningless, and then one may use reason to understand it. - Tolstoy, Confession

	The truth has always been the truth, just as 2 × 2 = 4, but I had not admitted it, because in acknowledging that 2 × 2 = 4 I would have had to admit that I am not a good man. - Tolstoy, Confession

	And it was more important and necessary for me to feel that I was good than to admit that 2 × 2 = 4. - Tolstoy, Confession

	I came to love good people and to loathe myself, and I acknowledged the truth. And then it all became clear to me. - Tolstoy, Confession

	I had lived as a parasite and when I asked myself why I lived, I received the answer: for nothing. - Tolstoy, Confession

	...I remembered that I only lived during those times when I believed in God. I live truly only when I am conscious of Him and seek Him. - Tolstoy, Confession

	‘Live in search of God and there will be no life without God!’, Tolstoy, Confession

	Assuming that truth lies in union by love, I was struck by the fact that theology was destroying the thing it should be advancing. - Tolstoy, Confession

	There is no worse misery rather than when a person starts to fear the truth lest it denounce him. - Pascal, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	‘Man possesses a certain tendency to believe that he is not seen when he sees nothing, like children who close their eyes in order not to be seen.’, Lichtenberg, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People believe absurdity & cruelty of our lives, with insane wealth of few & embittered poverty of the majority, arms & wars, is not seen by anyone & nothing prevents them from continuing such life. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Wrong does not cease to be wrong even if the majority shares it. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	All the hatred, contrary to human nature, is not only not condemned like other malicious sentiments between people, but, on contrary, is praised & elevated as laudable service & virtue. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The hatred of the Germans for the French & the English, of the English for the Yankees, of the Russians for the Japanese, etc. - and vice versa, is considered the virtue of patriotism. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Who think there is no other way of governing people than by force, disregarding their reason, do to people what’s done to horses by blinding to make them walk around the circle submissively. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Why does man have reason if he can only be influenced by violence?, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The right for violence is not a right, but a simple fact which can only be a right when it does not meet with protest and opposition. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	All human industry is liberation from the power of raw nature; progress in justice is nothing other than a series of limitations to which the tyranny of the mighty must be subjected. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Just as the purpose of a medicine is in victory over a sickness, the essence of goodness is in victory over the blind brutality and the unbridled lust of man-beast. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	I see the same law, i.e. growing liberation of a personality & the ascent of a creature during its life to goodness, justice & wisdom - from greedy avarice to rational magnanimity. - Amiel, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	From the fact that it is possible to submit people to justice by force, it certainly does not follow that it would be just to submit people to violence. - Pascal, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Violence produces something only resembling justice, but it distances people from the possibility of living justly, without violence. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	All violence consists in some people forcing others, under threat of suffering or death, to do what they do not want to do. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It would therefore seem evident that the struggle between oppressors and oppressed cannot unite people but, on the contrary, the further it progresses the further it divides them. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The age-old lie that violence exerted by some over others can be useful to men and unite them has been so popularized. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Holiday or birthday means nothing for a reasonable human being. It is just another day for him to do the Will of his Father. - Tolstoy, Anna Karenina

	The truth is only dangerous to those who commit evil. Those who do good love the truth. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Reason is often the slave of sin; it strives to justify it. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	As a result of the perpetuated deception, people can no longer see the connection between their oppression and their participation in violence. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The reason for all human misery is the lack of faith & without faith people can only be guided by self-interest & person guided only by self-interest can only be a deceiver or deceived. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The savage instinct of military murder has been so carefully cultivated and encouraged over the course of a thousand years that it has dug deep roots in the human brain. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The word hell, rarely used in the Scripture, has done much harm to Christianity due to false interpretations. A man runs away from external hell but he needs redemption from the evil within his soul. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Much worse than external punishment is the soul in a state of rebellion against God, the soul endowed with divine force and abandoning itself to bestial passions. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	There is no greater disaster than that a soul living in the sight of God but fearing the threat or anger of men, and preferring glory in men’s eyes to the peaceful realization of its own virtue. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	To gain salvation, in the highest meaning of the word, means to raise the fallen spirit, cure the sick soul, give it back its freedom of thought, conscience and love. - Channing, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It seems so easy to tell the truth, yet it takes a great deal of inner strength to do so. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The level of a person’s honesty is an indication of the level of his moral perfection. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Church Christianity is the enemy of true Christianity and stands in relation to true Christianity as a criminal caught in the act. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	There must not be any exception to God’s commandment that it is always a sin to kill a person. It is not permitted to bear arms, for our only weapon is the truth. - Lactancius, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Maximillian, having been brought to the office of military conscription, answered the Proconsul’s first question as to what his name was, thus: ‘My name is Christian and therefore I cannot fight.’, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Simple, indubitable, evident truth, that the Christianity is incompatible with readiness to commit any kind of violence & murder, at the will of others, has been concealed from people. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Among people living evil lives, every step in the direction of goodness invokes persecution rather than love. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	True bravery in battle is natural for him who knows that God is his ally. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	‘In the world you shall have tribulation: but cheer up: I have overcome the world.’, John 16.33, New Testament

	Do not await the fulfilment of the divine cause you serve; but know that none of your efforts are fruitless, for they all advance the cause. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The most important and necessary human deeds, for both doer and recipient, are those of which he does not see the results. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The State law demanding military service, readiness to kill at the command of others, cannot but be contrary to any of the religio-moral laws that are always based on love of one’s neighbour. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Participation in violence is incompatible with Christianity; when people will not go to soldiers, tax collectors, judges, jury, policemen, officials, there won’t be violence from which people suffer. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	What's needed is only that each individual should say what he really feels or thinks, or at least, that he should not say what he does not think. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	It is shameful to say how little is needed for all men to be delivered from those calamities which now oppress them: it is only necessary not to lie. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	Let only people not fall for the lies that are instilled into them; let them not say what they neither feel nor think!, Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	If only people knew that their power is not in force but in truth, and wouldn’t deviate from it in either words or deeds! If they abstained from saying what they don’t think, and from doing what they know is wrong or irresponsible!, Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	When you can say in all truth and with your whole heart: “My Lord, my God, do with me as you will”, only then will you free yourself from slavery and become completely free. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	A free man is only master of what he can master without impediment - himself. A person wishing to control others is not free: he’s become a slave of his desire to dominate people. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Spiritual force has never engaged man, has never exerted so much influence over him, as today. It has, so to speak, filled the air the world breathes. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The social conditions of life can only be improved by people exercising self-restraint. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It is said that one swallow does not make a summer, but can it be that because one swallow does not make a summer another swallow, sensing and anticipating summer, must not fly?, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	If every blade of grass waited similarly summer would never occur. And it is the same with establishing the Kingdom of God: we must not think about whether we are the first or the thousandth swallow. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The crushing heaviness of evil is weighing down on men. The people standing beneath this weight are becoming more and more crushed by it, and are searching for a means of freeing themselves from it. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	They know they can lift the weight and throw it off through joint effort; but they cannot agree to do it all together. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Everyone is bending lower and lower, making the weight to lay on other's shoulders; the weight is pressing on people more and more heavily, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The weight of evil would have crushed men long ago if it wasn’t for the people guided not by concerns of the consequences of their outward behaviour but by inner accord of their acts with the calls of their conscience. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Instead of setting themselves an external goal which requires the cooperation of others, true Christians set themselves an inner goal, requiring cooperation from no one else. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The salvation from the enslavement in which the men of today find themselves is impossible for most of them, and can be, and is, achieved only by substituting the law of violence for the law of love. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The purpose of your personal life is most certainly known to you & is in the realization in yourself of the greatest perfection of love, which is necessary to the realization of the Kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	A Christian is free of civil law as he’s no need of it for himself or for others since he considers human life better provided for by the law of love he professes than by a law maintained by violence, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	For those who’ve recognized the demands of law of love, not only demands of law of violence can’t be obligatory, but they’re seen as human errors & must be exposed and abolished. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The profession of Christianity in its true meaning, including non-resistance to evil, frees men from all external power. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	life is only improved to the extent to which this change is based on changes in consciousness; that is, to the extent that in people’s consciousness the law of violence is exchanged for the law of love. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It was not government decrees that abolished child-beating, torture and slavery, but a change in people’s consciousness that called for the necessity of these decrees. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The outer, busy, vain activities of inventing and adapting of superficial forms of life, distract people from the essential inner work of changing their conscience, which is the only way to make their lives better. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Since producing outer changes is more pleasant, easy to do, and the results are more visible, people prefer to direct their efforts toward changing the forms instead of changing their consciences; and therefore for the most part they are busy not with the essence but just with its appearances. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	A better life can only come when the consciousness of men is improved; so whoever wishes to improve life must direct all their efforts towards changing both their own & other people’s consciousness. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Mankind is going through a transitory period right now. Everything is ready to make the transition from one condition to another. Only a slight push is needed in order to complete the change. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	One word can be enough for consciousness to express itself, and that main force in collective human life – public opinion – may suddenly flip the existing order over without struggle or violence. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The salvation of men from oppression & ignorance is only achieved by every person called to participate in violence over fellow men recognizing his true spiritual “I” & asking “Why would I do that?”, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Not revolutions or the cunning socialist structures of unions, arbitrations will save mankind, but only when the spiritual awareness becomes widespread. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It is only necessary for man to wake himself up from the hypnosis that shields him from the true Christian vocation in order for him to refuse to comply with the demands the government makes of him. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The human soul is Christian by nature. Christianity is always perceived by people as something forgotten and suddenly remembered…, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Christianity raises man to a height revealing a world of happiness, governed by the law of reason. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The realization of submitting to human law is enslaving; the realization of submitting to God’s law is liberating. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The further away the goal of our strivings, and the less we desire to see the fruits of our labor ourselves, the greater and wider the extent of our success will be. (John Ruskin), Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The most important and necessary work both for the man performing it and for others is that of which he will not see the results. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	For people who have lost the inherent religious feeling to experience it anew, they need only to eliminate that lies which have temporarily concealed and obscured that from them. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The man awakened does not believe in the thing called the State and sees no justification for all the acts of violence performed in the name of the State: therefore he cannot participate in them. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People live outside the political structure who have reached an understanding of life that is higher than civilization. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	As with people, the main changes occur in the spiritual, invisible realms, so too with humanity the main changes occur, first and foremost, in the invisible sphere of religious consciousness. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The only reason we fail to see the full horror of the life we lead, so contrary to human nature, is because all the horrors have crept in so gradually that we have failed to notice them. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	violence men use against each other and which is so contradictory to reasonable, loving human nature, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	society’s present condition is so utterly dreadful that it would be hard to imagine anything worse. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	So the question of whether people can live without governments is not frightening but it is as farcical as it would be to ask a tortured man how he would live if they were to stop torturing him. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People in exclusively privileged positions impose an opinion that people without government would be in tremendous strife and that everyone would be at war with everyone else. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	As if they’re talking of the co-existence not of animals (animals live peacefully w/o political coercion) but of some dreadful creatures whose behaviour is governed by nothing but hatred & madness. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	They paint people like this because they attribute to them qualities contrary to their nature but which have been nurtured by that very same governmental structure under which they all have grown up. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Therefore, to the question of what life would be like without the governments, the answer can only be that there would certainly not be all the evil which government creates. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	There’d be no taxes spent on needless things, no division of nations, no enslavement of some by others, no waste on war prep, no fear of wars, no insane luxury of some & insane poverty of others. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	We live in an age of discipline, culture, and civilization, but far not in the age of morality yet. Kant, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Under the present conditions the happiness of the State grows alongside the misery of the people. Could we not be happier living in a primitive condition, without anything of our present culture? Kant, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	For how can one make people happy without making them moral and good?, Kant, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Try to live in such a way so that you have no need of violence. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Get to know the truth, and the truth will make you free. - John 8.32, New Testament

	Man thinks - that's the way he's been created. It is clear that he must think rationally. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	A rationally thinking person thinks first of all about the purpose for which he must live; he thinks about his soul and about God. Just look at what worldly people think about; of anything but that. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Worldly people think about dancing, music & singing & similar entertainments; about buildings, wealth, power; they envy kings & the rich. But they never think about what it means to be a human. - Pascal, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	All of you suffering people of the Christian world, - both rulers and rich so as the poor and oppressed, - need only to free yourselves from the deception of the government and false religions, to clearly see that all the reasons for your bodily and mental suffering and the need are only in yourselves. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	You must understand that you were born to be neither slaves nor masters, but free people. And you are only free and rational when you fulfill the highest law of your life. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The Law has been revealed to you, and you need only discard those lies which conceal it from you to be able to see clearly of what this law consists and in what your happiness consists. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	This law consists in love, and well-being is only found in the fulfilment of this law. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. - Matthew 1, 28–31, Christ, New Testament

	The supreme law of life revealed by Christ is now clear to man and unity will only be achieved through following it, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	We have one, and only one, infallible guide: the eternal spirit that penetrates each and every one of us in unity and fills us with the ambition to attain that which we ought;, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	it is the same spirit that urges a tree to grow towards the sun, a flower to drop its seeds in autumn, and which urges us to strive after God, thereby uniting ourselves. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The true faith attracts people to it, not by the promise of good to the believer, but by the indication of the only means of saving us from all evil, and from death itself. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Salvation does not lie in the rituals and profession of faith, but in a clear understanding of the meaning of our life. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Just realize who you are, how insignificant is that which you mistakenly call yourself, identifying it as your body; and how immensely great is that which is really you: your spiritual being. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Can the performance of such awful acts, at the command of authorities whom men have been inspired to honour and consider sacred, pass without affecting men’s souls?, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	To perceive the true Christian teaching, people must free themselves from beliefs in: 1) perverted Christianity, 2) necessity & inevitability of government founded on this false Church religion. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Even those who had rejected religious sacraments, miracles, sanctity of the Bible & other church’s dogmas, are still unable to free themselves from the government’s indoctrination. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People BELIEVE, without the least doubt they literally believe, in that system of government founded on violence that stems from the Church doctrine. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Nobody is even capable of imagining, a social structure other than one based on violence. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The unconscious faith, superstition in lawfulness of upholding of world structure by violence & of necessity of violence in itself - main obstacle to people’s acceptance of true Christian teaching. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People feel that acceptance of the principle of non-resistance to evil tears their established way of life at its roots & requires from them something new & unknown which seems scary to them. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The negation of the teaching of non-resistance and the failure to comprehend it are always in proportion to the degree of power, wealth, and sophistication of people. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	If liberating oneself from the admissibility of violence which destroys love depended on people who enjoy a better material position - the transition to a life based on love would not be so close. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	People corrupted by wealth, power or civilization are having the hardest time of liberating themselves from the admissibility of violence which destroys love & of adopting the true Christian teaching, Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It is among people not perverted by wealth, power, or civilization that the change in the social structure, required by the Christian teaching, must begin. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	The instruction to love not those who love us but those who hate us is not an exaggeration but just an indication of that opportunity of receiving the supreme bliss that love gives. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It is the essence of the human soul that it works in such a way that responding to evil with evil makes it suffer, whereas responding to evil with love leads to the highest attainable bliss. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Non-violent resistance to evil brings well-being, which, by sublimating the personality, leads to the greatest bliss and also destroys the scarecrow which evokes resistance: the fear of death. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	It is easy to see that people who control the masses are cruel, immoral, and certainly below the average level of morality among all people of their time and society. - Tolstoy, Superstition of the State

	Seek within yourselves only one: increase of love - by eradicating mistakes, sins & passions that hinder its manifestation - and you’ll further your and people's well-being in the most effective way. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Perverting institutions like schools and universities train people in vanity, self-importance and pride, and thus. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Forcible construction of other people’s lives, according to your own ideas, is not just a primitive superstition, but a vile, criminal affair, destructive to the soul. - Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Some see the salvation of mankind in amended, renewed, cleansed semi-Jewish Christianity; others - in an aggregate of the most random, disparate, unnecessary knowledge which they call science. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Just as priests, having not been attested by anybody but the priests themselves, boldly lied & presented as truth whatever came into their mind, exactly the same so called people of science often do. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Jews believed not in 6-day-creation but in that there are people who know the highest truth & so people nowadays believe not in Darwin's theory but in all that priests of science give them as truth. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The grounds for the work of the priests of science remain just as mysterious for the believers in science as the grounds for knowledge of their preachers remained for the Jews. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Some see the lulling remedy in mysticism & religion, others - in the stupefying effect of the work for science. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Believers in religion & science equally want just to avert eyes away from the abyss before which humanity now stands & if humanity will continue to go down this path it must inevitably crash. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All the workers of science, instead of feeling guilty before society, just as they would feel if they’d gamble, continue with calm conscience to do their good for nobody business. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Who doesn't know those hopeless for truth and often cruel people who are so busy that they never have time?, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	only an ant in a fable, as a creature deprived of reason and desire to do good, could think that work is a virtue, and could be proud of it. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Some says that work makes a person good; but I always noticed the opposite: determined work, ant-like pride of one’s own work makes not only an ant, but a human cruel. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The greatest villains of mankind, such as Nero and Peter the First, have always been particularly busy and preoccupied, not leaving a moment to stay with themselves without occupation or amusements. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	But even if the love of work is not an obvious vice, it can under no circumstances called a virtue. Work can be just as little virtue as food. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Work is a need, abstaining of which causes suffering, but it is not a noble cause. Exalting work to a virtue is just as ugly as exalting of food taking to goodness and virtue. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The value attributed to work in our society is a reaction against idleness, exalted to a sign of nobility and dignity among the wealthy and little educated classes. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Work is not a virtue, but in our wrongly organized society is a morally anesthetic means, just like smoking or drinking alcohol, for hiding the wrongness & depravity of your life from yourself. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	If people didn’t have excuses for constant, all-absorbing them work, they might not be able to live the way they do. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Only because people use empty, for the most part harmful work, to hide from themselves those contradictions with which they live, people are able to live the way they do. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	“Opinions are like nails: the more you bang on them, the deeper they go.”, Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	That force that has created the world, as it seems to me that the world couldn’t still create itself, made us its own tools & reserved the right to know why it made us & where it leads us. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Let a man work with his muscles or mind, yet his concerns can never be limited to the purchase of food, the acquisition of property, or the attainment of fame. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All those who limit themselves to these goals, feel, even when they have reached them, that they still lack something. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	A human does not only consist of a body which he must feed and mind which needs to be educated and developed; he undoubtedly has a soul which claims its own demands. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	This soul is in unceasing work, in constant development, and in the pursuit toward light and truth. Until it receives all the light and wins the entire truth, it will torment man. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The soul has never occupied that much, never imposed with such vigor its power on man as in our time. It is, so to speak, poured into the air that the world breathes. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Individual souls have already composed shared, collective soul, to help people ahead unite & do the right progress of the nations recently hostile to each other. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	We are brought up and conditioned to hate each other, often by the very people who are supposed to teach us to love. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The more people believe that they can be brought by something external, i.e. by religion, science, or government, to a change & improvement of their lives, the harder for the improvement to realize. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	when people will become passionate about loving each other, and by giving themselves to this love, they’ll inadvertently change the whole present life, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	people, having tried everything, finally will - and very soon - take the application to life of the law "love each other" seriously, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The arming of all nations, the threats, the hostility among countrymen are all the phenomena of bad nature but not of bad omens. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All the dissensions in the world are the last convulsions of what must pass. This disease is just an energetic effort of the body to free itself from the deadly source. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	These armings, these threats, these persecutions - if you look closer, you will see that all this is only superficial. All of this is colossal, but it is hollow. - Dumas, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The centers of loving attraction will form & grow like a snowball & they must inevitably attract all that lives & by changing of the mood, the evil from which people suffer will disappear. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Life, having carried on these pagan bases of fight as it does now, will inevitably lead mankind to the greatest disasters, and that time is already near. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The ridiculous absurdity of mutual arming of nations must inevitably end with either horrible killings or already ongoing worldwide bankruptcy & extinction of all involved in arming. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All people of our world recognize as mandatory for themselves either Christian law of love or the secular law, also based on Christianity, of respect for other's life, identity & human rights. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	People know all this, and yet they build their lives contrary to their own benefits, and security, and the law that they profess. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	It's time to decide that love for each other is advantageous, useful & kind & to arrange our lives based on it, or, having recognized that love is an impossible dream, stop talking about it!, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	But people don’t do either of that: they continue to live contrary to love & continue to praise it. Obviously, they believe love is possible, desirable & natural to them, but cannot fulfill it. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All the great changes in life of one person or the whole mankind begin and are committed only in a thought. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Regardless of the external changes in people's lives, or of how much they preach on the need of change of feelings & actions, their lives won’t change until they change their thoughts. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Once a change in thoughts happens, sooner or later, it will echo in people’s feelings & actions & lives – just as a ship inevitably turns after the turn of the steering wheel. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	From the first words of his sermon, Christ did not tell people: do this or that, have such and such feelings, but he told them: think again, change your understanding of life. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Christ did not tell people: love one another (these words he spoke to his disciples); but told all people: "Repent, i.e. think, change your understanding of life, otherwise you’ll all perish.”, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Christ did not tell people: love one another (these words he spoke to his disciples); but told all people: "Repent, i.e. think, change your understanding of life, otherwise you’ll all perish.”, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	But how can a man change his thoughts, understanding of life, when he relentlessly works based on that same false understanding of life that he needs to change?, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	By the nature of their consciousness, most people of our time for long time already must have lived among each other as Christians. Look how they live in reality: they live like beasts. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	People must stop stupefying themselves with false religions, science, and the incessant self-exhaling work on cases that are not approved by their conscience. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Feast was ready for a long time, and everybody was long time ago called to attend it; but one has bought land, another – married, third – tests his bulls… and so on. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	All are busy, have no time to wake up, come to their senses, look at themselves and the world and ask themselves: what do I do? What for?, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	In order for the Kingdom of God to come true, it’s necessary for all the people to begin to love each other without making distinctions between individuals, families, peoples. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Once people pause, they’ll see the futility of their activities; just as water freezes in cold as soon they stop stirring it, the Christian understanding of life will inevitably settle in minds. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	If only people reserved one hundredth of the energy which they now expend on the commitment of various unwarranted carnal and therefore dimming their conscience activities. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	If people used this energy on the understanding of the conscience itself and on the execution of what it requires from them!, Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	Look for the Kingdom of God and its righteousness, and the rest will follow you. - Tolstoy, Non-Activity

	The spirit is impossible to see or to show. The spirit is a person’s recognition that he is a son of the infinite spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The prophet Isaiah said to you, ‘The house of God is not the temple in Jerusalem, but the whole world of God’s people.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And the prophet Jeremiah said to you, ‘Do not believe false speeches that this is the home of the Eternal. Do not believe that, but instead change your life…', Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “Tear down this temple and in three days I will raise a new, living temple.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The prophets told: ‘God does not rejoice in your offerings, but I rejoices in your love one to another.’ The living temple is the whole world of people when they love one another. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	if people pray to God, then they pray to that which they do not know, but if they pray to the father, then they pray to someone who is impossible not to know. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The time has come that the real venerators of God will not worship God, but will worship the father in spirit and in action. These are the kind of venerators that the father needs. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	God is a spirit, and we must worship him in spirit and in action. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	He who considers himself orthodox will not perform any acts of love. And he who considers himself unfaithful will perform acts of love. And acts of love will deliver you out of all error. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “The whole matter is who considers oneself to be. Whoever in his faith considers himself to be good will not be good; and whoever in his faith considers himself to be bad is good.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They asked Jesus: Why is it that, along with the orthodox, we fast so much and your students do not fast at all? But according to the orthodox law, God has commanded us to fast. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said to them, “As long as the groom is at the wedding, no one can be sad. It is only when there is no groom that they are sad. If there is life, then there is no need to be sad. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus says the kingdom of God is invisible & it is not to be found in anything external, but that it is only within people’s souls. The beginning and the end of everything is within a person’s soul. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Every person, apart from his carnal life, recognizes in himself a spirit that is free, intelligent, and independent from the flesh. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The spirit, infinite and emanated from the Infinite, is the source of all and is what we call God. We know God only within ourselves. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The spirit is the source of our lives and it needs to be placed higher than anything else; we must live off of it. When we have made this spirit the core of life, we receive true, infinite life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	That father spirit who planted this spirit in people could not have done so with the goal of deceiving people, intending for people to recognize this infinite spirit in themselves but then to lose it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A person who bases his life on this spirit will have infinite life. People can choose for themselves life and death. Life is in the spirit, death is in the flesh. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The life of the spirit is goodness and light; the mortal life of flesh is evil and darkness. To believe in the spirit means to perform acts of goodness; to not believe means to perform acts of evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	God planted spirit in people - planted, as does a sower, everywhere, not choosing the soil, and the seed that fell on good soil grows, and the one that fell on undesirable soil will die. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only the spirit gives people life, and it is up to the people to either keep it or lose it. Evil does not exist for the spirit. Evil is the imitation of life. Evil is non-living. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	This breed of people, the orthodox lawmakers, consider to be truth only what they make up themselves and hear from each other, and recognize the only law that they invent themselves. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	John wasn't a prophet like the others; he was greater than all the prophets. They prophesied what could happen. He proclaimed to people what is: that the kingdom of God was and is on the earth. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Previous prophets preached that God would come with various types of visible appearances but I’m talking about a kingdom of God the coming of which will be impossible to see with the eyes. - Christ, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“And if they tell you, ‘Look, it came or is coming,’ or, ‘Look, here it is,’ do not believe them. The kingdom of God is not in time or in a place. - Christ, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It is like lightning - it is here, there and everywhere. And it has no time, and no place because the kingdom of God that I preach is within you. - Christ, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever trusts his life in spirit will not die, and whoever does not trust their life in it will destroy himself because he did not rely on that which is life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The essence of separation (death) is that life came into the world, but people themselves go away from it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	So whoever does wrong does not go toward the light, therefore his acts are invisible, and he deprives himself of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And whoever lives in truth moves toward the light, therefore his actions are in the light and he has life and unites himself with God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The spirit father plants the life of intelligence in the world, just as how a farmer sows seeds in his field. He sows over the whole field, not distinguishing where each one may land. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Those seeds that fall onto good earth, spring up & compensate for the lost seeds and offer up their grain and flourish; some multiplied one hundred times, some sixty and some thirty. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And just so, God planted the spirit within people, in some it disappears, and in some it returns, multiplied one hundred times. These are the people that make up the kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	So the kingdom of God is not like you think it is, that God will come to reign over you. God only planted the spirit, and the kingdom of God will only be within those who preserve that. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	God does not control people and, like a farmer, tosses seeds to the earth and does not think of them himself. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	While people are still living, God does not enter into their lives; he gave the world the spirit and the spirit itself lives within people, forming the kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	This is what the kingdom of God can be compared to: A farmer sowed good seeds in his field. The farmer is the spirit father; the field is the earth; the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Now, the farmer lay down to sleep and an enemy came to plant weeds in the field. The enemy is temptation, the weeds are the sons of temptation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The farmer says: 'Let them grow together. The harvest will come, then I’ll command the reapers to pull out the weeds and will burn them up and will gather the wheat into my shed.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The harvest is the end of human life, and the reapers are the powers of heaven. They burn the weeds and the wheat will be cleaned and gathered. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Just so, at the end of life, all that was the deception of time will fall away, and only the true life will remain - in the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The kingdom of God is like a fishing net. They stretch fishing nets along the sea & catch all kinds of fish. When they pull them out, they separate the bad ones & throw them back into the sea. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And so it will be at the end of time: the power of heaven will pick out the good, and the bad will be thrown away. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To that one who has understood the meaning of the kingdom of God but has not accepted it into his heart, evil comes and snatches up what has been sown. This is the seed that fell on the road. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The seed sown in the brush is he who has understood the meaning of the kingdom, but his worldly cares and greed for riches strangle the meaning in him and he bears no fruit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And the one sown on good land is the one who has understood the meaning of the kingdom and accepted it into his heart. This one bears fruit, some multiplied one 100 times, some 60, and some 30. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And whoever holds on will be given much; but whoever does not hold on will have everything taken away from him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And therefore, be careful how you understand these parables. Understand them so that you do not become ensnared in error, offenses or concerns, but bear fruit multiple times more. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Blessed are those who have no property, no pride and no worries about it; but miserable are those who seek riches and glory. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	because the poor and destitute are in the father’s will, but the rich and famous are seeking only rewards from people in this temporal life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to fulfill the will of the father, one should not fear being poor and despised, one must rejoice in that state, to demonstrate people what real well-being is. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to fulfill the will of the father, who gives life and well-being to all people, one must keep five commandments. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The first commandment: Do not offend anyone and do not do anything to provoke evil in anyone, because evil gives birth to evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The second commandment: Do not flirt with women and do not abandon the woman that you’ve united with, because abandoning women and replacing them gives rise to all the debauchery in the world. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The third commandment: Do not swear oaths over anything because it is impossible to promise anything since man is entirely in the will of the father, and oaths are taken for evil acts. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	4th commandment: Don’t resist evil, take no offense & do more than people demand of you; do not judge & don’t take others to court, because a person himself is full of errors & can’t teach others. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The fifth commandment: Do not make distinctions between your homeland and that of others, because all people are the children of one father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	These five commandments should be kept not to earn the praise of other people, but for yourself, for your own blessedness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Neither prayer nor fasting is needed. Don’t need to pray as Father knows all that people need. Don’t need to fast: people fast only to be praised & the praise of others cannot give blessedness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	So there is nothing to ask him for; one just needs to try to be within the father’s will. The father’s will is that we do not bear any malice toward anyone. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	One needs only to care to be within the father’s will, and the all rest will take care of itself. If one cares about the carnal, he cannot already care about the kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	One can only desire the strength of spirit that the father gives. The five commandments of Christ define the path into the kingdom of heaven. Only this singularly narrow path leads into eternal life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	False teachers, wolves in sheep’s clothing, always try to lead people off of this path. One must beware of them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	One can always tell a false teacher because they teach evil in the name of good. If they teach violence or punishment, they are false teachers. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It is not the one who calls the name of God that fulfills the will of God, but the one who performs acts of goodness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Who keeps these 5 commandments will have a life of certainty which no one will be able to take from him, & who does not keep - will have a life that’ll soon be taken from him & nothing will remain. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	the people of God were always driven out this way. And they will receive their reward from heaven. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But woe to the rich because they have already received all that they desired and they will not receive anything beyond it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Don’t expect to find justice in courts. Bringing your love of justice to a human court is the same as throwing your priceless pearl to the pigs: they will trample it & tear you to pieces. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And so, this is the fourth commandment: No matter how they offend you, do not resist evil, do not judge and do not persecute; do not complain, and do not punish. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You were told: do good to people of your own nation & do harm to others. But I say to you: love not only your countrymen, but also the people of other nations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Let others hate you, let them attack you and offend you; but you must praise them and do good to them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Do not store up supplies on earth, but collect your heavenly treasures. Wherever your treasure is, your heart will also be found there. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The eye is light for the body, but the heart is light for the soul. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	if the teachers teach you to do to other people what would be harmful to do to yourself - if, for example, they teach violence, punishment, or war - know that they are false teachers. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Because it is not the one who says ‘Lord, Lord!’ that enters the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of the heavenly father. - Matthew 7, 21, Christ, New Testament

	The orthodox lawmakers taught a law that had to be obeyed; but Jesus taught that all people are free. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The true life is like this. A master gives his slaves parts of his property to work on. To those who worked he gives even more & from those who didn’t work – he takes away all they had. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The precious share of master’s property is the spirit of life in a person, the son of father the spirit. Who works for the life of spirit receives endless life; who doesn’t - loses what’s been given. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The true life is the life that is common to all, and not the life of a single person. All people should work for the life of others. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Man’s real food is the spirit of the father. People live only by the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The father, the source of all life, is a spirit. Life is only in the fulfillment of the father’s will, and therefore, in order to fulfill the spirit’s will, one must give one’s flesh up. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Flesh becomes food for the life of the spirit. Only by spending its flesh, the spirit lives. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus told his students: You’re preaching the life of spirit, so renounce all lusts of the flesh – don’t possess anything of your own. Be prepared for persecutions, deprivations & sufferings. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You’ll be hated by those who love mortal life. They may torment & kill you, but don’t be afraid. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you do the father’s will, then you will have the life of the spirit, which no one can take from you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People worry about the carnal benefits, they have loaded up a kind of cart they can never pull; they have placed a yoke on themselves which was not designed to fit them. - Matthew 11.28, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Understand my teaching and follow it, and you will come to know peace and joy in life. I will give you a different yoke and a different cart: spiritual life. - Matthew 11.28, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Harness yourselves to it, and you will learn serenity and blessedness from me. Be peaceful and meek in heart, and you will find blessedness in your life. - Matthew 11.29, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Do not say, ‘There is still time,’ or, ‘I will do the father’s will later.’ As long as there is life, it will always be both possible and necessary to fulfil the father’s will. - John 4.35-36, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Our life is a field that God planted; and our task is to gather his fruit. I am teaching you to gather this life that the father has given to you. - Jesus, John 4.37, Tolstoy, New Testament

	It’s not my own judgment, but what I’ve understood from father; my judgment is correct because I judge these things not in order to do what I want, but so that all do what the father of all wants. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And my father, the one who taught me, he confirms the truth of my commandments in everybody’s soul. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But you don’t want to understand & know his voice. And you don’t hold on to the meaning of this voice. You don’t believe that you have a spirit within you, a spirit that has come down from heaven. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People who do not recognize the life of the spirit within themselves do not exist for the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	my teaching is true because it is in you also, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	What is hidden in people’s souls will come out into the open. What you say to two or three will be spread out among thousands. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Be not afraid of what can destroy your body but cannot do anything to your soul. Do not be afraid of that. - Luke 12.4, Christ, New Testament

	But be afraid of what can destroy your soul, - if you fall away from fulfilling the Will of the Father, - that's what you should be fearing. - Matthew 10.28, Christ, New Testament

	Not everyone will believe in my teaching. And those who won’t believe will hate it because it deprives them of what they love. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There will be contention. My teaching, like fire, will ignite the world.

And because of this contention will arise in every home. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	That cannot be forgiven to a person when he calls good evil. - Matthew 12.32, Tolstoy, New Testament

	A tree is valued by the quality of its fruit. - Matthew 12.33, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Concerns about family and household cares must not impede the life of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever worries about what will be obtained for his mortal life as a result of fulfilling the father’s will, does the same as the plowman who plows and looks backward instead of forward. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Cares about joys of mortal life, seem so important to people, are a delusion. The real work of life is one - the proclaiming the Father’s will, attending to it, and fulfilling it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	What kills the life of your spirit more than anything else is greed, the acquisition of riches. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People forget that no matter how much wealth and belongings they acquire, they can still die at any moment, and their property is not needed for their life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Death hangs over each of us. Sickness, murder at the hands of others, and accidents may cut a life short at any second. Death is an unavoidable condition at any second of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If a person is living, then he should look at every hour of his life as a delay, which at somebody’s mercy is given to him. We must remember that and not tell that we do not know that. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If we won’t be forgetting that, we cannot devote ourselves to mortal life, we cannot rely on it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus says that his mother and brothers mean nothing to him as mother and brother; only those are close to him who do the will of the common father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Blessing and life of man are based not on family relationships but on the life of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The death of the flesh cannot be frightening for a person who has given himself up to the father’s will because the life of the spirit is independent of the death of the flesh. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To a man who says that before fulfilling Jesus’s teaching he must bury his father, Jesus answers, “Only the dead can worry about burying the dead; the alive always live by fulfilling father’s will.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To follow my teaching, need to calculate the benefits of serving carnal life, your own will, & the benefits of fulfilling father’s will. Only who will clearly appraise that can be my student. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And who will appraise he won’t regret giving up the imaginary benefits and the imaginary life for the sake of receiving the true well-being and the true life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Life is given to people, and people know it and hear its call, but, by getting constantly carried away by the incessant cares, deprive themselves of it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	True life is like a feast a rich man’s prepared & invited all. But guests were busy w trade, household, family matters & didn’t come; only the homeless who didn’t have carnal cares came & got happy. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The same way, people, being distracted by the cares of carnal life, deprive themselves of the true life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Who will not give up completely on all the cares and fears of the carnal life, cannot fulfill the will of the father, because one cannot serve partly oneself and partly the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Otherwise you will get neither this nor the other – you won’t provide your fleshly life and will have lost the life of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Carnal life is that entrusted to us foreign, imaginary treasure that we must use up to receive the true treasure. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You can’t serve false carnal life & the spirit; need to serve one or another. You can’t serve both wealth and God. What is great before people, is disgusting before God. To God, wealth is evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And everybody knows that possessions that are not shared with others are the unfulfilled will of the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There is no specific state at which the will of God would be accomplished, but our whole life is the continual fulfillment of the father’s will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Kindness can’t be measured by anything; you can’t say who’s done more, and who – less. A widow who gives her last mite gives more than a rich man giving away thousands. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Kindness can’t be measured by its usefulness. An exemplar of how one needs to do good is a woman who took pity of Jesus and mindlessly poured three hundred rubles’ worth of oil on his feet. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	What is required is not the usefulness, neither the quantity, but always, every minute, the fulfilling of the father’s will – to love others always, every minute, and give them what you have. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If we are stingy to give up such trivialities as wealth for the life of the spirit, it will never be given to us. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Do you think if people respect you for your money, you’re actually respectable? No, God doesn’t look at the exterior, he looks at the heart. What people consider great is nothing but vomit before God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If any son responds to his father’s commands by saying ‘I will, I will,’ but does nothing that the father has required, then obviously he is not fulfilling the father’s will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you see a person wishing to control not himself but others, you know that he is not free: he has become a slave of his desire to dominate people.’ (Epictetus), Tolstoy, The law of love and the law of violence

	Keeping these five commandments will drive out all evil from the world and this will confirm their truthfulness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The law of Moses teaches the fulfillment of people’s will, therefore it’s full of contradictions; but Christ teaching the fulfillment of father’s will & therefore it entirely leads toward unity. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There can be no proofs of my teaching. It is light & just as it’s impossible to illuminate light, it’s impossible to prove the truthfulness of truth. Whoever is in the darkness should move toward it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Christ: I am a man, the son of the father of life. Only he who understands the same about himself and will be fulfilling the will of our common father will stop being a slave but will become free. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only the error of taking carnal life for true life makes us not free. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	He, who will understand that the truth is in the fact that life is only in the fulfillment of the father’s will, will become free and immortal. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	As a slave doesn’t always stay in his master’s house but a son does, so a person living as a slave of flesh doesn’t always remain in life but a person who fulfills the father’s will in spirit does. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to understand me, you should understand that my father is not like your father, the one that you call God. Your father is a God of the flesh, but my father is the spirit of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Your father is a god that is vengeant and a murderer of men, one who executes people; whereas my father gives life. Therefore we are children of different fathers. - Christ, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	That source of life which you call God & which is within people has always been, it is & it will be & death does not exist for it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A healed blind man, remaining the same he was before, could only say that he was blind but now he sees. And only this can the person say who did not understand the meaning of life & realized it now. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Who realized this meaning can’t say if it’s correct, or if who revealed is a sinner, or if there is a better goodness to know. He’ll just say, ‘Before I didn’t see the meaning of life & now I see it’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said: ‘My teaching is the awakening of the life that was sleeping before; who will believe in my teaching, wakes up to the eternal life and lives after the death. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Just as the sheep do not follow after the thief that climbs into the fold but scatter from him, people cannot believe in teachings which inspire violence and punishment. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the door for sheep, and all who will follow me will find the true life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Just as the only good shepherds are the ones that are their own masters & love the sheep & give their lives for them, the bad ones are hired workers that do not love the sheep, so is with teachers. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The only true teacher is the one who does not care for himself. My teaching is to not care for yourself but to give up your mortal life for the life of the spirit. I teach that, and I do it as well. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jews asked: ‘Are you the Christ or not?’ And Jesus answered, ‘You should believe not words but actions. And by the actions that I teach, you’ll understand whether or not I teach the truth.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Do as I do, and do not get caught up in figuring out the words. If you fulfill the father’s will, then you’ll all unite with me and the father, because I, the son of man is the same as the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In your own scriptures it is said that God told people, ‘You are gods.’ Every person in spirit is the son of the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If he fulfills the father’s will, then he unites with the father. If I fulfill his will, then the father is within me and I am within the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Christ's teaching is in the fact that each person is a son of the God of life and that God is the life of the spirit residing within a person. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said to them, “It is for you there a special time and place to worship God, but for me there is no special time to worship God. I am working for God always and everywhere. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	I show to people that their worship of God is false, and for that, they hate me. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus entered the temple & taught people that their worship of God was false, that God wasn’t to be worshipped in temples and with offerings, but in spirit and in action, by keeping 5 commandments. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If anyone wants to fulfill the will of that spirit that sent us into life, he will realize that I did not invent this, but that it is teaching from God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	He who makes things up on his own seeks out that what it seems to him; but he who seeks what is in the mind of the one who sent him is just and there is no falseness in him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Your law of Moses is not the law of the father, and therefore those who follow it are not keeping the father’s law and are committing evil and lies. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	I teach you only to fulfill the father’s will, and in my teaching there can be no contradictions. But your written law of Moses is completely full of contradictions. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Do not base your judgments on the outer, but base your judgments on the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever does what I teach will find out whether what I’m telling you is true. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The one for whom mortal life has not become food for the spirit does not seek truth like the thirsty man seeking water, and such a person cannot understand me. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The one who thirsts for truth, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in my teaching will receive true life. He will receive the life of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It is impossible to prove my teaching. It proves everything else. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever follows me will not be in the darkness but will have life. Life and light are one and the same. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Even if I am the only one who says this, it’s still the truth because I know where I came from & where I am going. According to my teaching there’s a meaning of life, according to yours there isn’t. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You do not know where you are from and where you are going. I am guiding you. You will perish if you stay in this delusion and do not follow after me. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	when you glorify the son of man in yourself, then you will understand what I am, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And he who sent me is always with me, and the father will not abandon me because I do his will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to know truth, one must do good to people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever does evil to people loves darkness and moves toward it; whoever does good to people moves toward light. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever does good will come to know truth; he will be free from evil and death. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Because everyone who is mistaken in his beliefs becomes a slave to his own delusion. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A slave doesn’t live in the owner’s house indefinitely, but the owner’s son is always in the household. The truth is in being not a slave, but a son. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you err in judgement, you will be slaves and will die. But if you are in the truth, then you will be free sons, and you will live. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said to them, “If your father were the same as mine, then you would love me, because I came from the father. After all, I did not give birth to myself.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus revealed to the unseeing man his teaching, that he is a son of God the spirit, and the unseeing man, having understood the teaching, has got to know light. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	No one believes your teaching because it is foreign to people, and people notice your lusts within it. For people, your teaching is the same as the appearance of a stranger who does not enter through the gate but climbs over the fence for the sheep. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	No one believes your teaching cause it’s foreign to people & they notice your lusts in it. Your teaching is as to sheep the look of a stranger who doesn’t enter through gate but climbs over fence. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the only true, like the only gate for the sheep. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	All your teachings of the law of Moses, all is a lie, just like thieves and outlaws for the sheep. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There are false teachers, those that have no stake in the lives of people, and there are true ones, those that give their souls for the lives of the people. I am such a teacher. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It’s said in your scripture that God himself told even the evil rulers, ‘You are gods.’ Then why do you consider it sacrilege to call as son of God that what God lovingly sent into the world?, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “My teaching is an awakening of life. Whoever believes in my teaching, although he may die in the flesh, will remain living and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	For the kingdom of heaven there is no such thing as more or less: all are equal. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Those who seek rewards for goodness are like workers who would demand more pay for themselves than for others paid by their master only because they consider themselves to be more worthy than others. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Rewards or punishments, debasements or exaltations, do not exist for someone who understands the teaching. No one can be higher or more important than someone else. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Everyone can fulfill the fathers’ will, but in doing so, not one person will make himself more senior or important or better than another. Only kings and those who serve them can think this way. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	According to Christ teaching, there can be no elders, because he who wants to be better should become the slave of all. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	This is the essence of the teaching: man is given life not to be served, but to give his whole life in service of other people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And he who will not follow that and will not raise his spirit, he will fall lower than where he was. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to not think of rewards and of exalting yourself, you need to understand what the meaning of life is. The meaning of life is in the fulfillment of the will of the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The will of the father is that what he has given away should return to him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Like a shepherd leaving the flock to search for a missing sheep, or like a woman turning all upside down to find a lost penny, the father does to us by drawing toward himself what was his. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The true life always shows itself in that what was lost returns to its own, that what was sleeping awakens. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Who have true life & returned to their source can’t humanly reckon who is better & who is worse; as participants of the father’s life, they can only rejoice at returning what was lost to the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If a son, having fallen from the path & wandered from the father, would repent & return to the father, then can the other sons be envious of the father’s joy & not to rejoice at the brother’s return?, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To believe the teaching, to change your life and fulfill the teaching, you do need neither external evidences nor the promises of rewards, but need a clear understanding of what true life is. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If people think they’re sovereign owners of life, that life’s given to them for fleshly pleasures, then any sacrifice will seem to them worthy of reward & without reward they won’t do anything. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Just like leaseholders who forgot that the garden was given to them so that they give fruits to the landlord, once were reminded to make payment, drove the payment collector away and killed him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	That is how people who consider themselves the owners of life see things and do not understand that life is a gift of higher intelligence that requires the fulfillment of its will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	By doing good a person does only that what he is obliged to do, which he may not skip doing. Only by understanding his life that way can a man have enough belief to do true acts of goodness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In this understanding of life is the kingdom of heaven that I preach. This kingdom of heaven is invisible, not the one that appears somewhere so you can point to it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The kingdom of heaven is in the awareness of people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The whole world lived & lives as before: they eat, drink, trade, marry, die, and right alongside this, within people’s souls, the kingdom of heaven lives. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The kingdom of heaven is the understanding of life, like a tree in the spring, growing up out of itself. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The true life of fulfilling the father’s will is not the life that has passed or the life that will be, but life right now. And therefore, you must never let your life spirit weaken. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you miss this life, not having fulfilled father’s will, you won’t return it, like a night guard fails his job if falls asleep even for a minute, as at this minute a thief may come. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And therefore a person must bring all his strength to the present hour, because only in that hour can he fulfill the father’s will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The will of the father is life and well-being of all people, and therefore the fulfillment of the will is the good for all people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only those live who do good. Doing good for people is the life that connects with the mutual father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “Whoever is not ready for all suffering and deprivation in the flesh has not understood me.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To “We want to be equal with you” Jesus answered, “You don’t know what you’re asking. You can live just as I do, purify yourself from mortal life, but to make you the same as me - is not in my power. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There are no rewards in the kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of heaven itself is a goal and a reward. In the kingdom of God all are equal: there are no first, there are no last. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A master hired workers for one grivna a day. At midday he hired more & so in the evening. Then he paid each a grivna. But the first ones complained that others worked less but got the same pay. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And the master said, ‘What are you griping for, have I offended you somehow? I am paying you what I hired you for. Is it that you saw how kind I am, and became jealous?’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In the kingdom of heaven there are no first and there are no last—it is the same for all. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Among you there can be no seniors and no juniors. Among you, in order to be greater than another, you must become a servant to all. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It is the will of the father concerning the human son, that he lives not to be served, but himself to serve all others and to give away his mortal life like a ransom for the life of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A master planted a garden & sent workers in it to gather fruit. The master is the father, the garden is the world, the workers are people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The father sent his son, the human son, into the world so that people would give the father back the understanding of life that he placed inside them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Time has come and the master sent one of his workers to collect the payment. The father had not ceased to tell the people that they were obligated to fulfill his will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Workers chased off the master’s messenger empty-handed. People chased off the reminder of the father’s will & continue to live each for himself, imagining that they live for the joys of mortal life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Then the master sent his son to remind workers about their debt. But the workers had lost their mind & killed the master’s son, who came to remind them that the garden was not theirs. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People don’t like to be reminded that there is a spirit that lives within them & that it is eternal, but they are not eternal; so they killed, as much as they could, the consciousness of that spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People kill the consciousness of the spirit in them just like they wrapped the grivna they had been given in a handkerchief and buried it in the ground. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	What could the master do? Nothing but drive out those workers and send in others. What can the father do? Keep planting until fruit is produced. And this very thing is what he does. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People didn’t understand & still don’t understand that this consciousness of the spirit, which is within them & which they suppress because it disturbs them, is actually the essence of their lives. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And those who do not take the spirit as the basis for their lives, will not enter into the kingdom of heaven and will not receive life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to have faith and receive life, one must understand one’s position, and not wait for a reward. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Faith does not consist of believing in something amazing, faith is to understand your own position and understand in what the salvation is. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you understand your own position, then you won’t wait for any rewards, but will believe in what has been entrusted to you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You should fulfill the will of the father & consider that we are unfit workers, that we have only done what we had to, & do not expect a reward but be content that you receive what is appropriate. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You need to worry not about believing that there’ll be a reward, it can’t be otherwise, but care that you don’t destroy this life & don't forget that it’s given to us so that we bring its fruits. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Therefore always be prepared, like servants waiting for the master, to immediately, as soon as he arrives, open the gate for him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Always, in every minute of the present you must live the life of the spirit, not thinking about the past or the future and not saying to yourself, ‘Only then or there will I do this or that.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If the owner knew that a thief was coming, then he would not sleep. Likewise, you must never sleep. And so, do not despair, but always live by the spirit in the present. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Look after yourself so that you do not become bitter and do not grow dim with drunkenness, gluttony, or worries, so that you do not miss the time of salvation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The time of salvation, like a net, is cast over all people; it is always present. And therefore, above all else, live the life of the human son. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order for lamps to glow at the right time, they needed to be glowing constantly. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Life exists only for the purpose of elevating the human son, and the human son is always present. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The human son, like the united spirit, will appear for each person according to how he served him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	According to how people serve the human son, they’ll be divided into two groups, just as the sheep and goats are in the flocks. Some will remain living and others will perish. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Those who served the human son will receive what has belonged to them from the beginning of the world, the life that they have preserved. They preserved this life by serving the human son. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They lived by the human son, they sensed that he was one in all people and therefore they loved him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But those who didn’t live by the human son didn’t serve him, didn’t understand that he was one in all people & therefore have not united with him & they have lost the life in him, & perished. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	In order to understand Jesus’s teaching, you must understand how children live and become like them. Children would never break the five commandments. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Children always live in the father’s will, not violating the five commandments. And they would never break the commandments, if their elders did not lead them into temptations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	By leading children into temptations, people ruin children. By tempting children, people do to them what the man does who ties a grindstone around another’s neck and throws him in a river. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Temptation is the evil that people do for imagined benefit in temporal life. Temptations ruin people and therefore you must sacrifice everything in order to keep from falling into a temptation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The temptation against the first commandment occurs when people consider themselves pure before other people, but consider others indebted to them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To not fall into the 1st temptation, people should remember that they all carry an endless debt to the father and that they can only clear themselves of this debt by forgiving their brothers. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	No matter how many times a man may be offended, he should forgive, not remembering the evil, because the kingdom of heaven can only be possible with forgiveness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If we do not forgive, then we are the same as the debtor who begs mercy of his master, is forgiven, but then continues to pressure those who owe him money. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The father’s will is goodness, but evil is what separates us from the father. So how could we not try to extinguish this evil as quickly as possible, because evil destroys us and deprives us of life?, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Evil binds us up in the carnal destruction. The life we receive is directly proportional to how well we diffuse evil. If evil doesn’t separate us, we are connected by love & have all we may wish for. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The temptation against the second commandment occurs when we assume that woman was created for the carnal lusts, and that by abandoning one wife and taking another we get more pleasures. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To not fall into this temptation, you must remember that the father’s will is not for man to enjoy woman’s beauty, but for everyone who has chosen a wife to unite with her as one body. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You can choose not to have a wife, but cannot have more than one wife, because when you take a second wife, you break the father’s will in regards to the union of one husband with one wife. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The temptation against the third commandment arises when people, for the benefits in temporal life, establish systems of power and demand from people oaths to commit acts of power. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To not fall into this 3rd temptation, people should remember that they are not indebted for their life to anyone except God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People should regard the demands of the authorities as violence and, according to the commandment of not resisting evil, give and do what the authorities demand: belongings and labor. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But people cannot bind their own actions in the future with promises and oaths. The oaths that are squeezed out of people make them do evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A man who acknowledges life in the will of the father cannot promise his future actions, because for every person there is nothing holier than his life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The temptation against the fourth commandment occurs when people, giving in to anger and vengeance, think that this way they correct other people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If a man offends another, people think he must be punished & to whatever people will condemn him is right. To not fall into this, remember, people are not called to judge, but to save one another. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And that people cannot judge the wrongdoing of others, because they themselves are full of wrongdoing. The only way they can teach others is with their example of purity, forgiveness and love. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The temptation against 5th commandment arises when people presume a distinction between people of their own & other nations & believe it’s necessary to protect themselves & harm others. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To not fall into this temptation, understand that all commandments come down to one: fulfill the father’s will, who’s given life & well-being to all people, & do good to all people w/o distinctions. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Other people still make these distinctions between nations, fight; but the man who fulfills the father’s will does good to every person, regardless of the nation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To avoid falling into any of these human deceptions, each person should care not of the carnal, but of the spirit. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If a person has understood that the purpose of life is only to be within the will of the father now, then neither deprivation, nor suffering, nor death can scare him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only he receives the true life who is ready at any hour to give his carnal life for the fulfillment of the father’s will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	One commandment contains all else within it: love the source of life with all your strength, and by extension love every person who carries that source within them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said: “This source of life is that same Christ whom you are waiting. That understanding of the source of life, which knows no people, no time, no place, is that human son that I teach.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Anything that hides the source of life from people is a temptation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There are temptations of scribes, the old believers, of regal power - do not fall into them; and the most vicious temptation - that of the teachers of faith. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware of this temptation more than all others, because they, these self-proclaimed teachers, having invented false worshipping, mislead you away from the true God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Instead of serving the father of life with deeds, they have vaunted the words and teach words, but themselves do not do anything, and therefore you have nothing to learn from them except words. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	These self-proclaimed teachers, trying to teach others, deprive themselves of true life and hinder others from realizing it. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They teach to please their God with external ceremonies and think that oath can bring people to faith. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They are occupied solely with the exterior. To them important is only the appearance of faith and not what is in the hearts of people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	All the temptations in the world are because of them, because under the guise of goodness they promote evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Their temptation is the root of all temptations, because they have perverted that which is holy in the world. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They won’t repent for long time & will continue their deceits & will increase evil in the world; but time will come & all temples will be destroyed with all external worshipping. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And people will realize the truth and will unite by love, in serving one father of life, by fulfilling his will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The kingdom of heaven is on the earth. But those who enter it are not rich but those who have nothing. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There was a rich man. And vagrant Lazarus used to come to the rich man’s courtyard, hoping to get food scraps from him. But no scraps were left for Lazarus - the rich man’s dogs had eaten all up. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Both Lazarus & the rich man died. In hell, the rich man saw Abraham with Lazarus afar & said, ‘Lord Abraham, send me Lazarus to dip a finger in water & give me to lick a drop. I am burning in fire.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Abraham says, ‘Why send Lazarus in the fire? In that world, you had all you wanted. But Lazarus saw only sorrow, so now he must rejoice. And we can’t get to you. We are alive, but you are dead.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Then the rich man said, ‘Well, father Abraham, then send scab-covered Lazarus to my home. Let him tell my brothers how dangerous the wealth is. Or they’ll fall into this same torment.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Abraham says, ‘They already know it’s dangerous. Moses & prophets have told them this.’ And the rich man said, ‘It’d be better if someone from the dead came to them, they’d more likely repent.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But Abraham said, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, then even if the dead are resurrected, they won’t listen to them, either.’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Children are the best people because they all live in the will of the father. They are most likely already in the kingdom of heaven. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You must live as children do. They keep 5 commandments: they don’t curse, don’t hold grudges, don’t lecher, don’t swear oaths, don’t resist evil, don’t sue, don’t see any distinctions between people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you do not renounce all of these temptations of the flesh and do not become like little children, then you will not be the kingdom of heaven. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only he who understands that children are better than us, because they do not violate the father’s will, only he can understand my teaching, and only he understands the father’s will. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	No one child is ruined because of the father’s will. All are ruined only because of adults, because adults divert them away from truth. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Therefore we need to protect them and not tempt them away from their father and from true life. And the man who deceives them away from purity is committing evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Just like hanging a grinding stone around a person’s neck and throwing him into the water. It is difficult for him not to sink, and he will likely drown. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To deceive a child away from goodness, to tempt him with anger, lust, oaths, judgment, war is like to drown him. It’s that difficult for him to escape the temptation into which an adult has led him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People are unhappy in this world only because of temptations. Temptations are everywhere throughout the world. They always have been and always will be, and a person is ruined by temptations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Sacrifice everything, just do not fall into temptation. A fox may fall into a trap, but it will wriggle its paw out & run away, its paw will restore & the fox will remain living. You do the same. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Give away all that you have, just do not become entangled in temptation. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptation against the first commandment: do not hold anger toward other people if they have offended you and you want to take vengeance on them. If a man offends you, remember that he is a son of the same father and that he is your brother. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptation against the 1st commandment: do not hold anger toward another if he offended you. Instead, remember that he is a son of the same father & you brother. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you have a dispute with a fellow, you better make peace with him instead of going to court, because you know if you go to court it’ll cost you more. The same is with every type of malice. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	However you get yourself entangled on earth, you will be entangled the same way before the father. And however you disentangle yourself on earth, you will be similarly disentangled before the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptation against 2nd commandment, of how people change wives. Whoever abandons his wife, gets her into debauchery & whoever then hits on her, thus, he spreads debauchery in the world. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You can choose not to get married, but you must understand what that means. If someone wants to live without a wife, then he must be completely clean and not touch women. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There are such men who do not touch women; but whoever loves women should unite with one wife, not abandon her, and not look at other women. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptation against the third commandment, concerning how people force others to fulfill obligations and swear oaths. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Tax collectors asked Peter, “What then, does your teacher not pay taxes?” Peter said, “No, he doesn’t pay,” & he went & told Jesus that he was stopped & told that everyone is required to pay taxes. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, king doesn’t collect taxes from his sons & they’re not obliged to anyone else. Same, if we’re the sons of God, we’re not obliged to anyone other than God & free from other obligations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But if they demand from you money, give them, but not because you are obligated to, but because you must not resist evil. Otherwise the resisting of evil will produce even greater evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The orthodox with royal officials went to Jesus to catch him in his words. They asked him, “Are we obligated to pay a tax to king or not?” Jesus said, “Show me what you use to pay your tax.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus looked at the coin they gave & asked, “What is this here? Whose face is this and whose inscription?” They said, “The king’s.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	He said, “Give the king what’s his, but don’t give your soul, which is God’s, to anyone except to God. Give money, possessions, labor to whoever demands that of you, but give your soul only to God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Your orthodox teachers travel everywhere & force people to take oaths to promise that they’ll keep the law. But in doing this they pervert people & make them worse than they were before. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It is impossible to covenant your body for your soul. God is within your soul, so it is impossible to promise for God to other people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptations against the fourth commandment, concerning how people sue and punish other people and call others to participate in these courts and executions. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Beware the temptation against the fifth commandment, concerning how people consider themselves obligated to do good only to their fellow countrymen and consider other nations to be enemies. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, Love your father God and love your brother under your father God as well, no matter whose countryman he may be. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A Samaritan who saw a beaten Jew, didn’t think that Jews view Samaritans as lowly, but felt sorry for him. You should conduct yourself similarly with those who consider you nothing or may attack you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “The world loves its own, but hates God’s. Therefore, the people of the world - priests, dogmatists, and rulers - will torment those who do the will of the father.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Awakening from death is the life in the will of the father. For the father there is no time, and therefore when you fulfill the father’s will, you, by connecting with him, step out of time and death. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: Christ is that very God, the master of us all, whom we recognize within ourselves as our life. Christ is that intelligence that is within us. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The churches are self-proclaimed; they call themselves teachers and by doing so they block you from entering the kingdom of heaven and do not enter it themselves, either. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Church teachers think people be brought to God through external ordinances & oaths. They, like blind men, do not see that the external is meaningless, that all things are within the soul of man. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They perform easiest, superficial actions, but leave out what’s necessary & most difficult: love, care & truth. They prefer to satisfy the law on the outside & lead others to the law on the outside. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And because of this they are like decorated coffins, on the exterior they seem clean, but inside there is something atrocious. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	All of the evil in the world comes from them because they hide goodness and promote evil in the place of good. You must fear the self-proclaimed pastors like all churches more than anything else. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You know yourselves that every error can be corrected. But if people are deceived in what constitutes goodness, then that error cannot be corrected. And that is what these self-proclaimed pastors do. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “I wanted to unite all the people here in Jerusalem into a single understanding of true well-being, but the here people are only capable of punishing teachers of kindness. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And therefore they will remain the same godless as they were, and they will not come to know the true God until they do not lovingly accept the understanding of God.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“But what about this temple of God, with all of its decorations people brought in as offerings to God?” Jesus said, “This temple, with all decorations, will be destroyed & nothing will remain of it.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	There is only one temple of God and that is the hearts of people when they love one another. But this temple will not be soon. For a long time still even my teaching will be used to deceive people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And there will be wars and disturbances because of it & there will be great lawlessness & there will be little love. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But when the true teaching is spread to all people, there will be the end of evil & temptations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The Jews saw that Jesus’s teaching destroys government, belief, and nationhood, but at the same time they saw that they could not refute his teaching, so they have decided to kill him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	His innocence and the fairness were stopping them, but the chief priest Caiaphus came up with the argument that allowed them to kill Jesus, although he was not guily in anything. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Caiaphus said, “We don’t need to reason if this man is just or unjust. We just need to reason: do we want our nation to remain a sovereign Jewish nation, or we want it to be abolished & scattered?”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"Our nation will be finished and scattered, if we leave this man and do not kill him.” This argument has resolved the issue, and the orthodox condemned Jesus to death. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “That what the orthodox want to do to me, and all that other people can do, cannot change the truth for me. “, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Because I see the light, I know where I am and where I am going. Only he who does not know truth can be afraid of something and doubt in anything at all. Only the one who does not see can falter. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus knew any careless word’ll give them reason to execute him. Despite this, he entered temple & again announced that Jews’ way of worship by sacrifices & libations is false & preached his teaching, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus knew that it is his calling to explain to people, the sons of one God, their unity without differing faiths. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	He knew that this step will get his fleshly life kill, but this death will give people the true understanding of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “Just as a grain of wheat must die in order for it to produce fruit, so man must give away his bodily life in order to bring forth the fruit of spirit.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever safeguards his carnal life, looses true life, but who does not preserve the carnal, receives true life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	I am perplexed with what I have to go through, but I lived up until now only for this hour in life, so how can I not do now that what I am called to do? So, now let the father’s will manifest in me. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “All the human life with their varied beliefs and varied authorities must be completely changed. All human governments must be destroyed.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"You only need to understand the meaning of man as the son of the father of life, and this understanding destroys all human divisions and governments and unites all people as one.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: “To exalt the human son means to live by that light of understanding which exists in people, so that while there is light, to live by this light.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"I don’t teach a new faith, I just teach what everyone knows within themselves. Everyone knows life in himself. And everyone knows that life is given to them and to all people by the father of life.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"My teaching just comes down to loving the life that is given by the father to all people.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Many common folks believed Jesus; but bigwigs & high officials didn’t because they didn’t want to consider the eternal meaning of his speech & only considered the temporal meaning of his teaching. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To exalt the human son means to be as benevolent as the father is, not merely to those who love us, but to all people, including those who do evil to us. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Then Jesus said, “To exalt the human son means to be as benevolent as the father is, not merely to those who love us, but to all people, including those who do evil to us.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And therefore do not just talk about my teaching, do not scrutinize it as the priests did, but do what I did and what you have just seen me doing. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	I give you one commandment: love people. The whole my teaching comes down to: always, and until the end, love people. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Then a fear came over Jesus & they went by night to a garden, to hide. On their way, he told them: you’re not firm & you’re all timid: if I’ll be taken in captivity, you will all scatter away. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To that Peter told him: “No, I will not leave you and will defend you, even till death.” And all other students said the same. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Peter told him: “No, won’t leave you & I’ll defend you, even till death.” Then Jesus said: “If so, then prepare for defense, gather supplies as we’ll have to hide, & get weapons for the defense.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Students said that they have two knives. And when Jesus heard these words about the knives, he grew sad. He went into a deserted place and began to pray, and said:, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My father, spirit! End this struggle with temptations in me. Make me strong to fulfill your will, I don’t want my will to defend my bodily life, but I want your will, to refrain from resisting evil. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The students still did not understand him. And he said to them, “Do not think about the fleshly, but try to raise your spirits: the power is in the spirit, but the flesh is powerless.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	At the next moment he said, “My father! If suffering is unavoidable, then let it be. But even in suffering I have one desire, so that your will be satisfied, and not mine.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	After more battling with temptation & having finally conquered it, Jesus returned & said: “Now it’s decided, calm down, I won’t fight & will give myself to the hands of the worldly people.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	To: “Do not go to Jerusalem; the bishops now decided to beat you with stones. If you go, they’ll kill you,” Jesus answered, “I can’t fear anything, because I live in the light of understanding.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“And just as a man can walk in daylight and not at night in order not to stumble, likewise, a man can live by understanding in order to not doubt or fear anything.“, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“Only he doubts and fears who lives by the flesh; but he who lives by the understanding is neither doubtful, nor frightened.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	When people saw Jesus, they surrounded him, tore trees branches & casted their clothes into street for him & shouted, “Here he is, our true king, the one who taught us of the true God.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “I do not care if I die for not making a distinction between the Jews and the gentiles in explaining what the human son really means, but I will speak the truth.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A grain of wheat produces fruit only after it dies itself. Whoever loves his mortal life will lose his true life, but whoever neglects his mortal life preserves the life for eternity. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever wants to serve my teaching, let him do as I do. And whoever does as I do will be rewarded by my father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My soul is battling now: should I give into the considerations of temporal life or should I fulfill the father’s will. I can’t refuse, because I live now. So I say, ‘Father! Manifest yourself in me!’, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “From now on the worldly people's world is condemned to death. From now on that what controls this world will be destroyed.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"And when the human son is glorified above the earthly life, then he will unite all people as one.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said to them, “To glorify the human son means to live by the light of understanding that is within you.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“To glorify the human son above the earth means to believe in the light, insofar as there is light, in order to be a son of the higher intelligence.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "He who believes in my teaching believes not in me, but in that spirit which gave life to the world.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And he who understands my teaching recognizes that spirit who gave life to the world. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the light of life, which has led people out of darkness. Who doesn’t accept my words is condemned not by my teaching, but by the intelligence that lives within him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"Because I have not spoken my own words, but have spoken what my father, the spirit living within me, inspired me to speak.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	What I say is only what I was told by the spirit of the intelligence. And what I teach is life that is true.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Among those who had heard the words of Jesus, many of the strong and wealthy people believed in Jesus’s teaching, but they were afraid to admit that before the bishops. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And none of the bishops admitted that they believed. This was because they were accustomed to judging by men’s standards and not by God’s. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“Now you know what the human son is, now it is clear to you that if God is within him, he can be as benevolent as God is. Children! Do not philosophize about my teaching but just do what I do.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said to students: You must always, indefinitely love one another. This’ll be the only thing that will set you apart from the rest. Only in this be different from other people: love one another. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching does not speak about what kind of life there will be, but it opens the single true way of life. It is to connect yourself with the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	By fulfilling my teaching, you’ll feel you’re in truth, the father is within you & you’re in father & having known the father of life in you, you’ll have peace that no one’ll be able to take from you, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Therefore, if you know the truth and live in it, then neither my death nor your own can trouble you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	People imagine themselves to be separate beings, each with their own will for life; but that is just a delusion. The only true life is that recognizes the father’s will to be the source of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching reveals this unity of life and portrays life not as separate branches, but as one single tree, upon which all of the different branches grow. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only he who lives within the will of the father, like a branch on a tree, only he truly lives; but whoever wants to live according to his own will, like a branch torn off, dies. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you live within the father’s will, then you will have all that you wish, because life is given to people for their well-being. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The commandment that expresses all of my teaching is only that all people must love one another. And love means sacrificing your mortal life for another one - there is no other definition of love. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And when you fulfill my commandment to love, you will be doing that not as slaves who do what their master commands without understanding that, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But you will live as free people, just like I am, because I have explained you the meaning of life, derived from the knowledge of the father of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You did not accept my teaching accidentally, but you accepted it because it is the only true teaching under which all people are free. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The world’s teaching is based on doing evil to people; my teaching is to love one another. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The world will hate you just as much as it has hated me. The world doesn’t understand my teaching & therefore it will persecute you & do evil to you, imagining that in doing so it is serving God. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The world, not understanding the true God, ought to drive you out, but you must continue to affirm the truth. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "You are distressed that they are going to kill me, but they will kill me because I am affirming the truth. And therefore my death is necessary to affirm the truth.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My death, at which I am not retreating from the truth, will affirm you, and you will understand what is a lie and what is truth, and what comes out from the knowledge of lie and truth. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You’ll understand the lie is in the people’s belief in mortal life & disbelief in the life of the spirit; the truth is in union with the father & it leads to the victory of the spirit over the flesh. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	When I am no longer present in this mortal life, my spirit will be with you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You’ll not always feel the power of the spirit within you. Sometimes you’ll be getting weak & losing the power of the spirit, falling into a temptation, other times you’ll awaken to true life anew. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	When your spirits are lifted after having been enslaved to the flesh, you will then feel such a blessing that you will have nothing else to desire. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"Remember, regardless of the persecutions, internal battle & decline of spirit, know, the spirit lives within you & that the one true God is the understanding of the father’s will, which I have opened.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. - James 2.26, New Testament

	The life of the father is not the one that exists on earth; but a different life exists. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "I do not tell you what kind and where and when my life will be after death, but I am showing you the path to true life.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the path, the truth & the life. It’s impossible to unite with the father of life any other way than through my teaching. If you’ll follow my teaching, then you’ll know the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Jesus said, “The father is what gives life. I fulfilled the father’s will, and therefore you can understand what the father’s will is by learning from my life.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is that I’m within the father & the father is within me. If you don’t understand the teaching itself, you can observe me & my actions & through this you can understand what the father is. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever lives according to my teaching will have all that he desires, because then the son will be the same as the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whatever you desire according to my teaching, all that will be given to you. But for that to happen, you must love my teaching. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching will provide you an advocate in my place, and a comforter. This comforter will be your conscience of truth, which people of the world don’t understand. But you’ll know it within yourself. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	You will never be alone if the spirit of my teaching is with you. And then if my teaching is within you, you will come to understand that I am within the father and that the father is within me. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Judas asked, “But why can’t everyone live by the spirit of truth?” Jesus answered, “Only the one who fulfills my teaching can be loved by the father, and my spirit can live only in him.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever does not fulfill my teaching cannot be loved by my father because my teaching is not my own, but my father’s. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My spirit, the spirit of truth, which will live within you after I am gone, will reveal to you everything, and you will recall and understand much of what I have just told you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And so, you can always be at peace in your spirit, not with the worldly peace that the people of the world seek, but with the peace of the spirit, in whose presence you’ll no longer fear anything. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If you fulfill my teaching, then you will rejoice, because in my place the father will be in your hearts, and that is better for you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the tree of life. The father is he who cultivates the tree. He cleans and grooms those branches that bear fruit, so that even more will grow on them. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	My teaching is the tree; you are the branches. Whoever lives by my teaching of life will bear much fruit. And so, apart from my teaching there is no life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Whoever does not live by my teaching will shrivel and perish, and all the dry branches will be pruned and incinerated. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	If the world hates you, don’t be amazed: it hates my teaching. If you were one with the world, then the world would love you. But I’ve separated you from the world, and for that, it will hate you. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	They drove me out, because they don’t know the true God. I’ve explained it to them, but they didn’t want to listen. They didn’t understand my teaching because they didn’t understand the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	It’s good for you I’m leaving. If I don’t die, the spirit of truth won’t appear to you, but if I die, it’ll come in you & it’ll become clear to you what’s lie, what’s truth & what’s the resolution. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	The lie is when people do not believe in the life of the spirit. The truth is that I am one with the father. And the resolution is that the power of mortal life is annihilated. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	When the spirit of truth'll enter you, it’ll show you all truth, ‘cause it’ll tell you not something that’s new, on its own, but what comes from God. It’ll show you the way in all situations of life. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Then you’ll no longer have anything to ask for from me, because then you’ll have everything you desire. At that point, everything that a man could desire in spirit will be given to him by the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Before, you did not ask anything from the spirit, but in the future, you may ask anything you want from the spirit, and it will be given to you, so that your blessedness will be complete. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “I’ve said this to you, so that you’d have surety & peace in my teaching. Whatever misfortunes you may have in the world, don’t fear anything because my teaching’ll overcome the world.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "Life is knowing the true God, the understanding that I have revealed.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: “My father! I revealed you to people on the earth. They were yours even before, but I revealed the truth to them, and they came to know you.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	“I plead to you for those who’ve acknowledged you. I ask you, father, to keep your knowledge in them & save them from evil. I ask you to confirm them in your truth. Your understanding is the truth.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"My father! I desire for them to be the same as I am, for them to understand in the same way that I do, - that the true life has begun before the creation of the world.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"So that they all will be one, as you, father, are within me and I within you, and that they will be within us as one.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"So that people understand that they were not born of themselves, but that you have lovingly sent them into the world, just as you sent me.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"Righteous father! The world did not come to know you on its own, but I came to know you, and they came to know you through me.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "Father! I explained to them what you are. You are what causes the same love to appear within them as the love you gave me.", Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	"You gave them life, and therefore you loved them. I taught them that they must realise this and love you, so that the love you gave them will return from them to you.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	For a person who lives not his own personal but mutual life in the father’s will there is no evil. The death of the flesh is joining with the father. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus, being conscious that he is aligned in the will of the father, was ready to die and did not resist when they captured him, and was not afraid when they escorted him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	But that Peter, who swore he would die for Jesus, when saw Jesus being captured, got scared that he’d be executed as well, & disavowed any connection to Jesus before people and left him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Only afterwards, when the cock crowed, had Peter understood everything that Jesus had told him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Peter understood that there are 2 types of temptations of the flesh: fear & violence, & that Jesus had been battling with them when he prayed in the garden & invited the students to pray with him. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Peter realized he fell into both temptations Jesus warned him of: when tried to defend truth with violence, thus do evil, & when hadn’t withstood the fear of bodily suffering & denied his teacher. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And Peter left the courtyard and cried bitterly. He cried because he had failed to raise his spirit high enough to avoid falling into the temptations. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus yielded to temptation of neither violence when his students wanted to fight, nor of fear before people in Jerusalem, before the pagans, & before soldiers when they tied him & escorted to court. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	When Caiaphas asked him, “Tell me, are you the Christ, the son of God?” Jesus says, “Yes, I am a man, the son of God, and now, when you torment me, you will see that a man can be equal with God.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said, “Yes I call myself a king, not earthly but heavenly. Earthly kings kill, fight, but you see: they’ve tied & beaten me & I wasn’t resisting. I’m a king of heaven, all-powerful in spirit.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Pilate said: “So, it is true you’re considering yourself a king.” Jesus said: “You know it yourself. Everyone who lives according to truth is free and is therefore is a king.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: “I live and teach only in order to reveal the truth to people, that they are free in spirit.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Pilate says, “You teach truth, but no one knows what truth is, everyone has their own truth.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Pilate said, “How is it that you do not answer me when I have the power to either execute or free you?” Jesus responded, “You do not have any power over me. Power comes only from above.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And is how it happened what Jesus had expected. He had told that one needs be ready to die on cross at the hands of the Romans, not just one’s natural death or from the Jews. - Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus said: "You can’t not consider me a king. I make this point only to reveal the truth of the kingdom of heaven to everyone. And everyone who lives by this truth is a king.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Pilate went to the Jews, took some water, washed his hands & said, “I’m not to be blamed for the blood of this righteous man.” & whole crowd shouted, “Let his blood be on our hands & our children’s.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	A robber, cursed at Jesus, “If you’re the Christ, why not save yourself & us.” But 2nd robber said, “You’ve no respect for God: you’re hanging on cross yourself & still cursing at an innocent man.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	And turning to Jesus, this robber said to him, “Lord! Remember me in your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “And now you are blessed along with me.”, Tolstoy, The Gospel in Brief

	Jesus Christ’s proclamation about well-being is the proclamation about the understanding of life, with which people may have communication with the father of life and consequently have eternal life. - 1John 1.1-3, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The essence of the understanding of life is that God is life and well-being, and that there is no death or evil in life and well-being. - 1John 1.5, Tolstoy, New Testament

	If we say we’re united with God, but live in evil & death, then we’re either deceiving ourselves or blatantly lying. Only when we live the same type of life Jesus lived, can we be united with Him. - 1John 1.6, Tolstoy, New Testament

	We must look upon the life of Jesus as an example of true life. He rescued us and the whole world from falsehood. Only who recognizes Jesus’s teaching and fulfills his commandments is a true Christian. - 1John 2.1?, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever says that he appreciates Christ’s teaching but does not fulfill his commandments is a bold liar, and there is no truth in him. - 1John 2.4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And whoever carries out His commandments, in him is the love to all being perfected. Only through this love do we unite with God. - 1John 2.5, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Who says that he abides in Him ought to live just as Jesus lived. - 1John 2.6, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever says that he is in life and goodness but hates his living brother, - he is not in life and goodness, but in death and evil, and doesn’t know himself what he is doing. - 1John 2.9, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Blind is he who hates the life that’s within him. To be not blind, one must remember all that is worldly and earthbound are lusts of flesh and vanity; all of that is not from God. - 1John 2.9, Tolstoy, New Testament

	For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

And the world will pass away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abides forever. - 1John 2.16-17, Tolstoy, New Testament

	God gave us opportunity to be his sons. So in this life we’re becoming his sons. Although we don’t know what’ll happen with us afterwards, we know we’re the same as him & can unite with him. - 1John 3.1, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The hope for this eternal life saves man from errors and makes him pure, as pure as the father himself is. - 1John 3.3, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Jesus Christ came to us in order to teach us salvation from sins and communion with God. - 1John 3.5, Tolstoy, New Testament

	He does no truth who is not united with God. He who has recognized his source from God, can no longer commit lies. - 1John 3.6, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And therefore people are divided into godly and ungodly, - those who know the truth and love their brothers, and those who do neither know the truth nor love their brothers. - 1John 3.10, Tolstoy, New Testament

	According to Jesus Christ’s proclamation, we know that we will transition from death to life if we begin to love, and that whoever does not love his brother resides in death. - 1John 3.14, Tolstoy, New Testament

	We know that whoever does not love his living brother does not love life. And whoever does not love life cannot have life. - 1John 3.15, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Based on Christ’s teaching, we know life is given to us out of love for us, & so we must spend our lives out of love for our neighbor, i.e. we should sacrifice our lives for the good of our neighbors. - 1John 3.16, Tolstoy, New Testament

	So whoever has life and sees that his brother is in need but does not give up his life for his brother has no godly love in him. - 1John 3.17, Tolstoy, New Testament

	One should love not with words, but with deeds and with truth. And whoever loves in this manner will have a peaceful heart because he is united with the father. - 1John 3.18-19, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Those who act in this manner unite themselves with God and become higher than the world, because that what is within them is greater and more important than the whole world. - 1John 4.4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Therefore let us love one another. Love is from God, and everyone who loves is a son of God and knows God. And whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. - 1John 4.7, Tolstoy, New Testament

	God is love and whoever loves is united with God. And, having understood that, we do not fear death, because we in this world have become the same as God. - 1John 4.16-17, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Our life has become love, and we have been liberated from fear and all suffering. - 1John 4.18, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And we do love not God, whom it is impossible to love, because no one can see him, but we love our brother, whom we can love. - 1John 4.20, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever says that he loves God but hates his brother is fooling himself, because if he does not love his brother whom he can see, how can he love God, whom he cannot see?, 1John 2.4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And so, we are given the commandment to love God in our brother. - 1John 4.21, Tolstoy, New Testament

	God's love is in carrying out His commandments. And his commandments are not difficult for the one who recognizes his origin from God, becomes higher than the world. - 1John 5.3-4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Our faith elevates us higher than the world. And our true faith is in the teaching of Jesus, the son of God. He taught us that one must live in the world not by flesh alone, but by spirit also. - 1John 5.4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And there is spirit within us, and it confirms in us the truth of his teaching. If we believe what people assert, then how can we not trust the spirit within us?, 1John 5.8-9, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever believes that within him there is the spirit of life - the spirit that came down from above - experiences satisfaction in himself. - 1John 5.10, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever does not believe that his life is a spirit that came from the father above makes God into a deceiver. - 1John 5.10, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The spirit confirms that the life within us is the eternal life. Whoever believes that this spirit is the son of the eternal spirit, and is the same as that spirit, he has eternal life. - 1John 5.11-12, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And for whoever believes this, there are no obstacles in life, and all that he desires within the will of the father will all come to pass for him. - 1John 5.14, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Whoever believes that he’s a son of God doesn’t live in falsehood but is clean of evil. - 1John 5.18, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The earthbound world is an illusion, but there's an intelligence within each human to comprehend what truly exist. It’s only the spirit that truly exists, the Son of the Father. - 1John 5.19-20, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The most terrible evil committed by governments is the mental and moral corruption to which they subject their peoples. - On the State power, Tolstoy, Needful to use

	After I understood the words of Christ, life and death no longer seemed to be evils; instead of despair I felt the joy of possessing a life that death has no power to destroy. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	To affirm that the Christian doctrine refers only to personal salvation and has no bearing upon state affairs is a great error. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Well,’ I say to myself, ‘I will not resist evil; as a private man, I will let myself be struck; but what am I to do if an enemy invades my native land, or other nations oppress it?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Every person has to choose between serving God by fulfilling His commandments, or serving the ‘tohu’ in the government institutions of his country. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Our private lives are interwoven with the organization of the state, and the latter requires unchristian duties of us, contrary to the commandments of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Each man is called upon to take up an instrument of murder – a gun, a sword – even if he does not kill a fellow-creature; he loads the gun and sharpens the sword, i.e. - he is ready to commit murder. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Each citizen is called upon to enter the courts of law, to take part in judging & punishing his fellow beings; i.e. - each must renounce the teaching of Christ that teaches us not to resist evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Do not judge, and you shall not be judged; do not condemn, and you shall not be condemned.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Doesn’t it mean we’re not only never to condemn our brother in word – i.e. - speak evil of him – but that we’re not to institute courts of law for the condemnation of a fellow-creature to punishment?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says, ‘Do not resist evil.’ The sole object of courts of law is – to resist evil. Christ enjoins us to return good for evil. Courts of law return evil for evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	So speak and act as those who shall be judged by the law of liberty. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	For he who has shown no mercy shall have judgment without mercy; mercy triumphs over the law. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Mercy is extolled in judgment,’ and are cited as meaning that the existence of human judgment may be admitted, provided that it is merciful.), Tolstoy, What I believe

	Act like men who are judged by the law of liberty; because there is no mercy for him who is himself without mercy, and therefore mercy destroys judgment. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The words of Christ ‘do not judge and do not condemn’ apply to courts of law. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Yet these words are so generally understood as meaning only ‘speak no evil of your neighbor,’ that courts of law flourish in all Christian states, and are openly upheld by the Church. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The word κρινω Christ used has many different meanings, and among others is very often used in the sense of ‘condemning by judgment’ – executing – but never in that of ‘evil-speaking.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	if we admit the right of one man to resist what he considers as evil by violence, we cannot refuse another the right to resist by violence what he in his turn may consider as evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Our lives are so organized that for one individual to obtain any advantage in life another must suffer, which is against human nature. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The whole organization of our lives, the complicated mechanism of our institutions, whose sole object is violence, are but proofs of the degree to which violence is repugnant to human nature. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	No judge will ever undertake to strangle with his own hands the man whom he has condemned to death. No magistrate will himself drag a peasant from his weeping family in order to shut him up in prison, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Cruelty is only exercised (thanks to our complicated social machinery) when it can be so divided among a number that none shall bear the sole responsibility or recognize how unnatural all cruelty is. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Some make laws, others apply them; others, again, drill their fellow-creatures into habits of discipline – i.e. - of senseless passive obedience;, Tolstoy, What I believe

	and these same disciplined men, in their turn, do violence to others – killing without knowing why or wherefore. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But let a man even for a moment shake off in thought the net of worldly institutions that so ensnares him, and he will see what is really incompatible with his nature. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	if in history we find any progress made toward the annihilation of evil, it is due to those who truly understood the teaching of Christ, who suffered evil without resisting by violence. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The progression of mankind toward good is brought about by martyrdom, not by tyranny. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Fire cannot extinguish fire, no more than evil can extirpate evil. Good, meeting with evil and remaining untainted by it, can alone conquer evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	There is a law in the heart of each man that is immutable. Men may turn aside from it or conceal it from others; nevertheless it is the only path that leads to true happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Instead of acknowledging one of the two – either the Mosaic Law or the teaching of Christ – we say that both are divine truths. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But no sooner does the question touch upon life itself, than the teaching of Christ is straightway cast aside, and the Mosaic Law is acknowledged. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It is in this false interpretation, once we examine it closely, is the awful drama of battle between good and evil, light and darkness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Instead of the words, ‘And God said to Moses,’ we now read, ‘By the revelation of the Holy Spirit.’ Again the letter rather than the spirit of the teaching is preferred. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	This ‘tora’ is said to be the revelation of the Spirit of Truth – i.e. - of the Holy Ghost – and so Christ is taken in the meshes of his own revelation. And his whole teaching is reduced to nothing. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says that fornication is the consequence of men and women looking at each other as objects of sexual lust. to avoid this, we must set aside all that can excite sexual lust. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Men and women are to avoid all that can excite sensuality, being fully aware that nothing is more conducive to dissensions in the world than carnal pleasures. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ’s teaching is definite & of the highest practical importance; but the interpretations, based on a desire to justify existing evils, have so obscured it that it’s hard to fathom its meaning. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Gospel wholly forbids our taking an oath but that the so-called Christian teachers boldly insist upon men’s taking oaths upon the gospel; and in this acting contrary to the gospel. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says, ‘You think to destroy evil by evil. That is irrational. In order that there should be no evil, do no evil.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	And if you salute your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Don’t even the heathens do so? Therefore be perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven is perfect.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	In 'Love your enemies,’ Christ asserts that all men are accustomed to consider their fellow-countrymen as their neighbors and men of other nations as their enemies, and this he forbids our doing. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	it is not he who despoils others or keeps what’s his own out of the hands of others & makes others serve him, who is the most deserving of respect, but he who gives most & who helps others most. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The establishing of the kingdom of God on earth depends upon us. The fulfillment of Christ’s teaching, as expressed in the five commandments, establishes this kingdom of God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The kingdom of God on earth is peace among all men. Peace among men is the highest earthly bliss that man can attain. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says he brings peace on earth (John 14:27); ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; I give it to you not as world gives. Don’t let your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	These five commandments of Christ do indeed give peace to men. The purpose of all the five commandments is to procure peace among men. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Let men believe in the teaching of Christ & obey it, and there will be peace on earth; not the peace established by man, which is fleeing and transitory, but general, inviolable, eternal peace. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The first commandment says: Be at peace with all men and do not consider any man as worthless or foolish. - Matthew 5.22, Christ, New Testament

	The service of God is the annihilation of all enmity. - Matthew 5.23-24, Christ, New Testament

	Do not look at a carnal beauty as a subject of lust. Beware of this temptation!, Matthew 5.28,30, Christ, New Testament

	Another temptation is the taking of oaths, for it leads men into sin. Know, therefore, that to do so is to sin, and consequently never make any vow. - Matthew 5.34,35, Christ, New Testament

	The forth temptation is to vengeance, which is called human justice. Never take vengeance on any man; bear the wrong done to you, and do not return evil for evil. - Matthew 5.34,35, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The 4th temptation arises from the distinction between nations, the enmity between races & states. All men are brethren & sons of the same God; never destroy peace in the name of national interests. - Matthew 5.43,48, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Let men leave but one of these commandments unfulfilled, and peace will be destroyed. Let men fulfill all these commandments and the kingdom of peace will be established on earth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ's commandments eliminate all evil from the life of people. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The simple & clear commandments of peace, given by Christ, by which all causes of dissension are foreseen & turned aside, reveal the kingdom of God on earth to men. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ is truly the Messiah. He has fulfilled the promised. Only we do not fulfill what people always wished for – what we were praying for and continue to pray for. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It’s only by assuming that what is, is not, and that what is not, is, that man can deny the possibility of fulfilling a teaching that, as he himself admits, would give him happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	According to the doctrine of Church, men must think their intellect impotent, and that therefore they are sinless, i.e. - cannot err. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	This teaching seems innocent in itself. But a deviation from truth can never be innocent; it entails consequences. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The battle of each human between his cerebral and animal nature, constitutes his life and growth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The ‘unbelievers’ don’t believe in God/Christ/Adam; but they believe in the fundamental false assumption of the right of man to a life of perfect bliss, just as firmly as theologians do. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	However privileged science, with her philosophy, may boast of being the judge and the guide of intellect, she is, in reality, not its guide, but its slave. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Science only works in the path assigned it by religion. Religion reveals the meaning of life, and science applies this meaning to the various phases of life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And, therefore, if religion gives a false meaning to life, science, reared in this religious creed, will apply this false meaning to the life of man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The perversion of the meaning of life has perverted the whole activity of man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The dogma of the fall & redemption of man has excluded from the whole sphere of human knowledge the knowledge of what man must do to be happier & better. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Science and philosophy fancy themselves the adversaries of so-called Christianity, and pride themselves upon the fact, while they, in reality, work for it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Science and philosophy address everything except the one important point: how man is to improve his condition and lead a better life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of morality has completely disappeared from our so-called Christian society. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Every man,’ Christ says, ‘in addition to his consciousness of an individual life, through his human parents, must admit that his birth is from above’ (John 3:5-7). - Tolstoy, What I believe

	That which man acknowledges in himself as being free, is just what is born of the Eternal Being, of Him Whom we call God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	This son of God in man, born of God, is what we must exalt in ourselves in order to obtain the true life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He who exalts in himself the son of God over all the rest that is in him, he who believes that life is in himself alone, will not find himself in contradiction with life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Conflict with life only occurs from men not believing in the light that is in them; the light of which John the Evangelist speaks when he says, ‘In him is life, and the life is the light of men.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The Jews do not understand Christ's words, and they ask, ‘The human son must be lifted up. Who is this human son?’ (John 12:34). - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Yet a little while is the light in you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness come upon you; for he who walks in darkness does not know where he goes. - John 12.35, Christ, New Testament

	On being questioned what the words, ‘Lift up the human son’ signify, Christ answers, ‘To live according to the light that is in people.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The human son, according to the answer given by Christ, is the light in which man must walk while the light is in them. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Take heed that the light that is in you is not darkness. - Luke 11.35, Christ, New Testament

	If the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness?, Matthew 6.23, Christ, New Testament

	Both before Christ & after him people told: there lives in man a divine light, sent down from heaven & that light is ‘reason’ & each must follow that light alone, seeking for good by its aid alone. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And now, according to the dogma of the redemption, we find that it is altogether unnecessary to think or speak of that light in man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	In a few centuries, the history of the so-called scientific activity in Europe during these latter ages will form an inexhaustible subject of laughter and pity for still later generations. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The great misconception that this earthly, individual life is something real & something that actually belongs to us prevents our comprehending the teaching of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ is aware of this delusion by which people consider their own individual lives as something real, and something to which they have a personal right. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ shows, in sermons & parables, that people have no claims on life, that they have, indeed, no life at all, until they attain true life by renouncing the shadow of which they call their life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	We may, as Pascal says, live on without thinking of all this, holding a screen before our eyes, which hides from us the abyss of death, toward which we are all hastening…, Tolstoy, What I believe

	John the Baptist, the precursor of Christ, told to people who were messed up like ourselves, ‘Repent,’ i.e. - consider yourselves, ‘otherwise you shall all perish.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	John the Baptist warned, ‘Now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which does not bring good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.' Beware of being that tree!, Matthew 3.10, New Testament

	Christ started his preaching with the same words, ‘Repent, or you shall all perish!’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	He said, ‘Do you suppose that these Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered thus? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you shall all likewise perish!', Tolstoy, What I believe

	Or do you think those 18 men, upon whom the tower of Siloam fell and killed them, were sinners above all who lived in Jerusalem? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you shall all likewise perish!’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘You can judge, according to various signs, what the weather will be like. How is it then, that you cannot see what awaits you yourselves?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	You may try to escape peril; take the greatest care of your life but if Pilate doesn’t kill you, the tower will crush you & if neither of those destroys you, you’ll die in your bed in worse tortures.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Isn’t it senseless to work at what will never be finished, however hard you may try! Death will always come before you have built up the tower of your earthly happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If you know that however you may struggle against death, it will conquer you, would it not be better, instead of struggling against it, to seek some work that cannot be destroyed by inevitable death?’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Take no thought for your life, what you shall eat; neither for the body, what you shall put on. Your life is more than meat and your body is more than clothing. - Luke 12.22-27, Christ, New Testament

	However much a man may care about body and food, he cannot add one hour to his life. Then isn’t it foolish to trouble oneself about things that cannot be done?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Knowing that the end is death, you care only to assure your lives by gaining wealth. Life can’t be assured by wealth. Why won’t you comprehend you but delude yourselves with a ridiculous deception?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The purpose of life, Christ says, does not lie in what we possess, and in what we gain, what is not ourselves; it must lie in something else than that. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The life of man, in spite of all his riches, does not depend upon his property. - Luke 12.16-21, Christ, New Testament

	Death stands every moment over you. Therefore, stay dressed and keep your lights shining. - Luke 12.35-40, Christ, New Testament

	While working individually for your future, you well know that the future will give you nothing but death. And death will destroy all you worked for. Thus, it is clear that life for oneself can never have any meaning. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If there is a rational life, it must be another kind of life, which the purpose isn’t in living for oneself in the future. To live rationally, we must live so that death can’t destroy our life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Martha, Martha, you are careful and troubled about many things. But one thing is necessary.’, Luke 10.41, Christ, New Testament

	All the innumerable affairs that we transact for ourselves will be of no use to us in the future; all such things are but the illusion with which we deceive ourselves. ‘But one thing is necessary.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The state of man from the day of his birth is such that inevitable destruction awaits him, that is, a senseless life & a senseless death, if he does not find what alone is necessary for the true life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ reveals to men that which alone gives them the true life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ does not invent it, he does not promise to give it by his divine power; he only shows mankind that, besides the individual life, there must be another life, which is truth, and not deception. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ, in his parable of vine-dresser (Matt. 21:33-42), explains the source of human error that hides the truth from men & makes them take the shadow of life (their individual life) for the true one. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People, living in their master’s cultivated garden, fancied themselves the owners of it & consequently committed irrational & cruel actions, ending in their banishment & exclusion from that life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Likewise do we fancy that the life of each of us is his own, that we have a right to it, and that we can do as we like with it, without being responsible to any one. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	We cannot, therefore, avoid the same series of senseless and cruel actions and misfortunes, or escape the same exclusion from the life we misuse. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	As the vine-dressers fancied: the crueler they’re (by killing master’s servants & son) the better they’d provide for themselves, so do we fancy: the crueler we’re the more independent we’ll become. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	As it inevitably happens to the vine-dressers who, if they refuse to give the fruits of the garden, are driven out by their master, so is it with men, who fancy that life for self is the true life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People choose to forget that all the blessings of life, which they enjoy, were entrusted and are entrusted to them, and must, therefore, either be transferred or returned. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People must understand that they owe a heavy debt to those who lived before them, who still live & who will live after them, and before that which was, is & will always be the beginning of everything. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	They should understand that every hour of the life they continue to live that debt grows heavier. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And therefore, the man who lives for himself, and does not acknowledge the obligation that binds him to life and to the principle of life, deprives himself of life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He should understand that by living thus he destroys his life, while desiring to save it, which Christ repeated many times. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The true life is but a continuation of past life, and promotes the good of the present life, as well as that of the future. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	To be a sharer of that life, man must renounce his own will and fulfill the will of the Father of life, who gave it to the human son. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The servant who does his own will, and not that of his master, does not abide for ever in the house of his master; only the son, who fulfills the will of the father, abides forever. - John 8.35, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The will of the Father of life is not the life of the individual man, but of the ‘human son,’ that lives in people. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And therefore a man keeps his life only when he considers it as a trust given to him by the Father, in order to serve the good of all. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The life of the human son is given to all men, they are not told why it is given to them. Some understand that life isn’t their own, but is a trust, and that it must serve the life of the ‘human son.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Who’re raised from the dead become the sons of God & live like angels in heaven; there can be no question for them whose wife she will be, because, being one with God, they lose all individuality. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The free-thinker, Schoppenhauer, calls the Jewish religion the grossest (niederträchstigste) of all, because it contains no idea (keine idee) of the immortality of the soul. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Life in general, and especially eternal life, haieoïlom is, according to the Jews, proper to God alone. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	According to Jews, the man has not yet eaten of the fruit of the tree of life, and thus he did not attain the haieoïlom, i.e. - eternal life, but remained mortal. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	According to Jewish teaching, man is mortal. Life for him is but a life that continues in the people, from generation to generation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Only the nation, according to Jewish teaching, can live. When God says you shall live and not die, he speaks to the nation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The life breathed by God into man is but a mortal life for each individually, but it continues from generation to generation if men fulfill their covenant with God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The principal difference between our idea of human life & that of the Jews is that, according to us, our mortal life is not the true life, but a fallen one, a temporary by some reason corrupt life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But according to the Jews this life is the true one, it is the highest blessing given to man, and given to him on the condition that he fulfills the will of God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It is on this idea of life that Christ bases his teaching concerning the true or eternal life, which he opposes to mortal, individual life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	According to the Jews, eternal life was to continue only among the chosen people of Israel. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But according to the Christ’s teaching, eternal life continues in the human son & to keep it, it is necessary to fulfill the laws of Christ, which teach what the will of God is for all mankind. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The endless life, according to the teaching of Christ, is certain, for it is transferred into the human son living up to the will of the Father. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The whole purpose of Christ’s teaching is to teach his disciples that, individual life being but a delusion, they should renounce it & transfer their individual lives into the life of all humanity. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	According to the teaching of so-called Christian Church, our current life is a fallen life, and consists only in persuading ourselves that after this life the true life will begin. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If all people would be fulfilling Christ’s teaching, the kingdom of God would be on earth. If I alone fulfill it, I will do what is best for all mankind and myself. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But where shall I find the faith that will enable me to obey Christ’s teaching, to practice it, and never to swerve from it?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	A drowning man calls for help. A rope is thrown him. It could save him; but the drowning man cries, ‘Confirm my belief that this rope can save me.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	What does that mean? If a man does not take hold of what alone can save him, it just proves that he is unaware of the danger he is in. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If a man spoke thus, would it not seem as if he not only refused to believe that destruction awaited him, but was convinced he should not perish?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	James 2:14-26: Do you want to know, o vain man, that faith without works is dead?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Apostle James says the only proof of faith is in the works that proceed from it; without them the faith is but a word, with which we can neither feed any, nor justify ourselves and be saved. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And therefore the faith that is not accompanied by works is not faith. It is only a wish to believe; it is only a mistaken assertion that I believe when I do not really believe. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	In answer to their prayer that he may ‘increase their faith,’ Christ says that their wish is vain; they cannot be forced to believe. - Luke 22.67, Christ, New Testament

	If I tell you, you will not believe. I told you, and you have not believed. You do not believe because you are not of my sheep. - John 10.25-26, Christ, New Testament

	‘How can you believe,’ he says, ‘when you accept each other’s δοξα, teaching, and do not seek the teaching that comes from God alone?’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	The belief in the existence of individual life, as belonging to man, was then & is still, maintained by the majority of men, and from which proceeds all the various beliefs of men & all their deeds. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The other teaching is the one taught by Christ and the prophets: that our individual life has a meaning only when we fulfill the will of God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If a man believes that his individuality is of more importance than all else, he will consider his individual happiness as the chief and most desirable object in life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	This is the reason why those who believe in the happiness of an individual life cannot believe in the teaching of Christ. In order to believe, they must change their views of life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	They may pray to Christ-God, attend the Holy Communion, do good to mankind, build churches, convert others, and yet, with all this, they cannot really works of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ and his disciples could not help giving up their lives to others, because in that alone lay the object and blessing of their lives. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The foundation of faith is a true comprehension of life, which enables man to distinguish what is important and good in life from what is unimportant and bad. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Faith is a correct appreciation of all the manifestations of life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	In answer to James Christ says, ‘You do not know what you ask,’ i.e. - ‘My teaching is the renunciation of individual life, and you ask for individual honor, and individual reward.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says that it is only in this world that the powerful of the world think much of the glory and power of individual life, and rejoice in it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But you, who are my disciples, ought to know that the true life does not lie in individual happiness, but in ministering to all, in humbling ourselves before all. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Man does not live to be ministered to, but to minister to all, and to give up his individual life as a ransom for all. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Man has no rights and can never have any rights; he is only a debtor for the happiness given to him, and therefore he has no right to expect anything. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If a man declares he has a right to his own life & requires compensation from the Author of all – Who entrusted him with life – he does not understand the true purpose for which life was given to him. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ shows what true faith is. Faith cannot proceed from trust in what he says; faith comes only from the understanding of our situation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Faith is based only on the rational consciousness of what is best for us. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ shows that it is impossible to rouse faith in men by promises of rewards and by threats of punishments; that it will be but a very weak trust that will be destroyed at the first temptation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	the faith that moves mountains, the faith that nothing can shake, is based on the consciousness of our inevitable peril, and of the sole salvation possible for us. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Faith needs no promises of reward. It is only necessary to understand that salvation from inevitable destruction lies in a life in unity with all humanity according to the will of the Master. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He who has once understood this will seek no confirmation of his faith, but will be saving himself without his requiring any exhortation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He who has understood the teaching of Christ can require no strengthening of his faith. Faith, according to Christ, is based on the light, on the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	To this end I was born, and for this cause I came into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice. - John 18.37, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Christ says to his disciples, ‘The Father shall give you another comforter, and he may abide with you forever. He is the spirit of truth, who the world does not see and does not know.", Tolstoy, What I believe

	He says that his whole teaching is truth, that he himself is truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is the teaching of truth, and, therefore, faith in Christ is not a trust in anything that refers to Jesus, but a knowledge of the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If a man feels himself to be sinking, he can’t refuse to take hold of the rope of salvation. And the question, ‘What shall we do to believe?’ just shows a total misunderstanding of Christ’s teaching. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	We say it’s hard to live in accordance with Christ’s precepts! How can it be otherwise when we hide our situation from ourselves & strive to maintain the trust that our situation isn’t what it is?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Were it not for that trust in what’s but falsehood, which has been upheld by men for ages, the falsity of our view of life & the truth of Christ’s teaching would have become manifest long ago. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ came into the world in order to bear witness of the truth, and that he who is of the truth hears him. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ - the teaching of life, the only one that’s necessary, is excluded from our lives. It’s done by the institution called the Church. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The only aperture that lets in the light, toward which the eyes of all who reflect and suffer turn, is concealed. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	To ‘What am I? What shall I do? Can I not render my life easier by following the commandments of the God?’ The only answer I hear, “Honor & obey the authorities & believe in the Church.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘But why is there so much evil? Can I not change my life to avoid taking part in it?’ The answer is, ‘Impossible. Your wish to lead a good life & to help others to do so is but pride & vainglory.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Our teachers tell there’re only 2 ways: either confess the teaching of Christ to be impracticable & live contrary to it, or renounce the life of this world, which is but a type of slow suicide. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The erroneous idea that it is better for a man to leave the world than to submit to its temptations is an old error. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It was against that very error that the story Christ loved and so often quoted, of the prophet Jonah, was written. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The prophet Jonah wishes to be the only just man, and flies from association with the depraved inhabitants of Nineveh. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But God shows him that he is a prophet – one whose duty it is to make the truth known to those who have gone astray – and that he must not flee from them, but live among them. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Jonah has an aversion to the depraved Ninevites, and once more tries to escape by flight. But God brings him back in the body of a whale. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Thus the will of the Almighty is accomplished; the Ninevites receive the teaching of God, through Jonah, and amend their lives. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But Jonah does not rejoice at having been instrumental in accomplishing the will of God; he is angry, jealous of the Ninevites; he wishes to be the only wise and good man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He goes away into the wilderness, bemoans his fate & reproaches God. And a gourd grows over Jonah in one night and protects him from the rays of the sun; but on the next night worms eat the gourd. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Jonah, in his despair, reproaches God for letting the gourd, so precious to him, wither. Then God says to him, ‘You regret the gourd, which you called yours; it grew and perished in one night,, Tolstoy, What I believe

	do you think I had no pity for so numerous a people, who were perishing, living like the beasts, unable to distinguish their right hand from their left?, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Your knowledge of the truth was needed that you might have given to those who did not have it.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	But according to the Church, in order to be saved, we must leave all, cease all communication with our fellow-creatures, and stand on a pillar - do the contrary of what Christ taught & did himself. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If life in God is the only true life, blissful in itself, it will be true and blissful here on earth, in all the various circumstances of life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ is led into the wilderness by delusion, in order to be tempted there. - Luke 4.1, Christ, New Testament

	Delusion says to Christ that he is not the Son of God if he cannot change stones into bread. Christ answers, ‘I can live without bread; I live by what is breathed into me by God.’, Matthew 4.3-5, Christ, New Testament

	Delusion says, ‘Then jump from this height; you’ll kill your flesh not the spirit.’ Christ answers, ‘My life in the flesh is by the will of God. If I kill my flesh I act against Him – I tempt God.', Tolstoy, What I believe

	Matt. 4:8-11. Then delusion says, ‘Then serve the flesh as all men do & the flesh will reward you.’ Christ answers, ‘My life’s in the spirit. So, while living in the flesh I serve God my Father.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	And Christ returns from the wilderness into the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ overcame that delusion, came back into Galilee and, without abhorring those who were depraved, he passed his life among publicans, Pharisees, and sinners, teaching them the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ does not call men from better to worse, but on the contrary, from worth to better. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	He says that his disciples will be persecuted for his teaching, that they must suffer, and bear the persecution of the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But he does not say that if they follow his teaching they will suffer more severely than if they follow the teaching of the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	On the contrary, Christ says that those who follow the teaching of the world will be miserable, and those who follow his teaching will be blessed. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ does not teach us that we shall be saved either through faith, or through asceticism, i.e. - self-deception, or voluntary torments in this life, Tolstoy, What I believe

	But Christ teaches us a life in which, besides salvation from the ruin of individual life, there will be less suffering and more joy than in individual life, even here on earth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	99% of the suffering in this life is borne because of the teaching of the world; all is unnecessary suffering that need not exist; people are, for the most part, martyrs of the teaching of the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Try to find among all people, from the beggar to the rich man, a single one who finds that what he earns is sufficient for all that he considers as indispensably necessary. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Each struggles to get what he does not of himself require, but what is considered requisite by the world, and the want of which, therefore, makes him miserable. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	No sooner has he attained it, than more and more is required, and so this labor of Sisyphus goes on without intermission, ruining life after life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Man continues the same career, likewise sacrificing his life to the same Moloch, dying in the same way, without knowing why he does all this. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Let man understand that all the foolish things the world teaches him to consider as indispensable are but useless trash, and he will not work beyond his strength. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says, ‘Never give way to angry feelings, nor consider another as worse than yourself; it is foolish. If you give way to anger, if you abuse others, it will be worse for you.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says, too, ‘Don’t lust after all women, but take one to you & live with her; it will be better for you.’ He says, likewise, ‘Make no promise, lest you be forced to act foolishly and wickedly.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	He says, likewise, ‘Never return evil for evil, for it will fall back upon you.’ Christ says, ‘Consider no men as strangers to you because they live in other lands and speak in other tongues than you do. ', Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is the only possible salvation of the inevitable destruction of the individual life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you search seas and lands to make one proselyte, and when you have done so, you make him worse than he had been before. Woe to you, blind guides!, Tolstoy, What I believe

	‘Every blasphemy may be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall never be forgiven.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	And I saw that though the Church calls its teaching a Christian teaching, it is in truth the very darkness against which Christ strove and enjoined his disciples to strive. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is the most sublime of all teachings. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is the most sublime because the metaphysical & ethical parts of it are indissolubly bound together; it’s impossible to separate one from the other without depriving its sense. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is Protestantism by itself, for it rejects not only all the ritualistic observances of Judaism, but also every outward form of worship. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The rupture between the teaching of life & the exposition of how we’re to live began with Paul, who didn’t know the ethical teaching & preached a metaphysically cabalistic theory, foreign to Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All that is necessary for a pseudo-Christian is never to neglect the sacraments. But the believer does not administer the sacraments to himself; others administer them to him. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If you ask an average man, who is dissatisfied with his life & social status, why he doesn’t do anything to improve it, he turns the conversation to a general question about justice or civilization. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People retort by a general topic because they have no true notion of life. And each of them really feels ashamed of his ignorance. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Instead of the teaching of life, the explanation of what our life ought to be – which is religion – there is only the explanation of why life must be such as it was of old. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And the name of religion is given to a teaching nobody needs. But the life itself is left without any definition. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Scientists discuss religion yet focus only on the metaphysical teachings about the beginning of everything & have no idea that they’re considering not the entire religion but only a part of it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Wise and learned men are ‘naively’ convinced that they are devoid of all religion, only because they do not acknowledge the correctness of given metaphysical explanations. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It never occurs to them that they do live in some way or other, and that it is exactly the principle on which their lives are based that is their religion. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Whatever people may say, if they take any thoughtful actions, they have beliefs, because thoughtful actions are always defined by beliefs. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The actions of these individuals are defined only by the belief that they always ought to do what they were told. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The religion of these people, who don’t recognize religion, is the religion of obedience to everything that makes a strong majority, i.e. the religion of obedience to the existing Government. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ teaches us, first of all, to believe in the light while the light is in us. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ teaches men to place this light of reason above all else, to live up to it, and not to do what they themselves acknowledge to be irrational. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The teaching of Christ is ‘light.’ The light shines. It is impossible not to accept the light when it shines. It is impossible to argue with it; it is impossible to disagree with it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It is impossible to refuse the teaching of Christ because it encompasses all the errors in which people live, and, like the ether, penetrates all. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ’s teaching must be accepted by people, because it alone gives us rules of life, without which mankind cannot live, if, at least, they wish to live as rational beings. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The power of Christ’s teaching does not lie in the explanations it gives of the sense of life, but in the teaching of life that flows out of it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The power of Christ’s teaching lies in the practical application of this metaphysical teaching to life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Metaphysical foundation of the teaching of the ancient Jews & of the teaching of Christ is the same: ‘love God and love our neighbor.’ But the application of this teaching to life is very different. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	However humble you may be in mind, you have a judge in your heart who sometimes makes you feel that you have acted rightly, and at other times shows you that you are wrong. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	However modest your lot may be, you cannot help sometimes asking yourself, ‘Ought I to act as all around me do, or according to my own feeling?’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	And no sooner does the question arise in your mind than the commandments of Christ are found to answer both your reason and your conscience. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ says (John 12:31), ‘Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	These things I have spoken to you that in me you might have peace. In the world you shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. - John 16.33, Tolstoy, New Testament

	And it is in this way that the world, or the evil that is in the world, is overcome. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If a world of evil still exists, it exists only as something that is dead. It lives only by inertia; there is no force of life in it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Evil does not exist for him who believes in the commandments of Christ. It is conquered by the rational consciousness of the human son. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. The victory that overcomes the world is your faith. - 1 John 5.4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The faith that overcomes the world is faith in the teaching of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that true happiness will only be possible when all people begin to follow Christ’s teaching. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that the fulfillment of Christ's teaching is easy, possible, and conducive to happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that, even if it is left unfulfilled by all people around me, I cannot do otherwise than to follow Christ’s teaching in order to save my own life from inevitable destruction. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	When I used to follow the teaching of the world, my life was a life of suffering. Only now, by living according to the teaching of Christ, I've attained the happiness that the Father of life destined me to enjoy. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The law is given through Moses; but happiness and truth are given through Jesus Christ. - John 1.17, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The teaching of Christ is happiness and truth. When I did not know the truth I did not know true happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Taking evil for happiness, I fell into evil & doubted if my long for happiness was legitimate. I have understood: the happiness I long for is the Father’s will & is the legitimate essence of my life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ taught me to live for the good, just not to believe those traps - the temptations that lure you by the likeness of the good, deprive you from good, and entangle you in evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Your blessing is your unity with all people, and evil is a violation the unity of the human son. Do not deprive yourself from the blessing that is given to you. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has enumerated in his commandments all the temptations that draw me away from the state of unity, love, and happiness natural to man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The commandments of Christ show me how to escape the temptations that led me away from true happiness. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has shown me that the first snare is enmity – anger. I believe this, and can, therefore, no longer harbor a feeling of enmity against any man. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer pride myself upon my anger as I used to do, nor justify it to myself by thinking myself great and clever, and others insignificant and foolish. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	As soon as I remember that I am giving way to anger I can no longer refuse to acknowledge myself in the wrong, nor can I help seeking to be reconciled to those who are at enmity with me. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	As I know now that my anger is unnatural, harmful, and painful to me condition, I likewise recognize the temptation that led me into it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The temptation was my standing aloof from others, acknowledging only a few as my equals, and all the rest of the world as insignificant (racas) or foolish and ignorant (you fool!). - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I see now that these habits of holding myself aloof from others and considering them as fools (racas) were the chief causes of my enmity toward men. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I see now that these habits of holding myself aloof from others and considering them as fools (racas) were the chief causes of my enmity toward men. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I now see that before I never harbored a feeling of enmity toward those whom I considered my superiors, and that I never intentionally wounded their feelings. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Yet the most trifling circumstances sufficed to excite my anger against a man whom I considered my inferior, and the more I considered myself above him the easier I found it to outrage him. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But I know now that he who humbles himself before others and who works for others is the only one who stands above the rest. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I understand now that what is highly esteemed by people is abomination in the sight of God, why woe is foretold to the rich and famous, and why beggars and those who are humble are the blessed. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Now I understand this and believe in this, and my understanding of this has changed my view of all that is good and noble or bad and base in life. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All that had seemed good & noble in my eyes – such things as honor, glory, education, riches, all the refinements of life, elegant furniture, good food, fine clothes... – have grown worthless to me. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All that had seemed bad and base – such things as obscurity, poverty, rough manners, simplicity of furniture, of food, of clothes, etc. – have grown good and noble in my eyes. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If I now inadvertently give myself up to anger & wound another’s feelings, I dare not, after a moment’s serious reflection, yield to the temptation that deprives me of true happiness, union & love. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer try to rise above other men and to separate myself from them, nor can I recognize any rank or title, for others or myself, except for the title of ‘human’. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer seek fame or glory, nor can I help trying to get rid of my riches, which separate me from my fellow-creatures. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot help seeking in my way of life, in surroundings, in my food, clothes, my manners to everything that connects me with the majority of people & to avoid all that separates me from them. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has shown me that the second temptation that destroys my happiness is ‘lasciviousness,’ ‘lust’ for a woman other than I bound myself to. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot any longer acknowledge sexual lust to be natural and fine quality of a person, cannot justify it by my affection for beauty, by my ardor, or by shortcomings of my wife. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	As soon as I feel that I am giving way to my passions, I know myself to be in an unhealthy, unnatural state of mind, and try by all possible means to escape this evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And, knowing that sexual lust is an evil for me, I know, too, the temptation that used to lead me into it, and I can no longer yield to it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I know now that the chief cause of this temptation lies not in powerlessness of people to resist sexual lust but in the separation of men and women from those to whom they were once united. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I know now that the forsaking of those to whom men and women have been once united is the ‘divorce’ that Christ forbids, for it brings depravity into the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The things that I had formerly prized – a refined, elegant life and the passionate and poetic love extolled by all poets and artists – has become wicked and hideous in my eyes. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	On the contrary, a hard working, poor, simple life, which masters human passions, alone seems desirable. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I consider as sacred and obligatory that union alone between a man and a woman which, once and forever, cannot be broken without violating the will of God. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer give way to idleness and an easy life, which always tends to excite inordinate desires. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Nor can I find pleasure in novel reading, poetry, music, or balls, which I had hitherto regarded, not only as innocent, but even as refined occupations. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has revealed to me that the third temptation that destroys my happiness is the ‘taking of an oath.’ I know now that this is evil for me and for people, and I can't do it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The most awful evils in the world, such as war, imprisonment, executions, and torture, only exist through the snare of taking oaths, by which all responsibility is taken off those who do evil. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I see now how much evil, which made me condemn and not love people, was caused by oath taking – by recognizing the need to subjugate my will to the will of other people. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	 I now see that the taking of an oath is against my own good, as well as the good of others; and the knowledge of that has altered my estimate of what is good and noble or bad and low. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Obligatory allegiance to the government, the extortion of oaths from men, all the deeds conscience condemns are mostly the result of a man’s having taken an oath – look bad and low to me now. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot now swear an oath, nor can I insist upon others dong so, nor can I support people to consider taking an oath as necessary or even harmless. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has revealed to me that the fourth temptation, depriving me of my happiness, is ‘resisting evil by violence.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	I know that my doing so leads others and me into evil, and cannot therefore justify myself by saying that it is necessary for the protection of others, of my property, or of myself. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	No sooner do I remember this than I cannot help abstaining from violence of every kind. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And I know, likewise, what the temptation is. It is the erroneous idea that my welfare can be secured by defending my property and myself against others. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I now know that the greater part of the evil men suffer from arises from this. Instead of working for others, each tries to work as little as possible, and forcibly makes others work for him. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If I now feel tempted to defend others or myself, the property of others or my own, by violence, I can no longer give way to temptation, which ruins myself and others. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot take part in any act of authority, the purpose of which is to protect men’s property by violence. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can neither be a judge, nor take part in judging and condemning, nor a manager, nor a participant in any management; neither can I support the participation of others in courts and management. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ has revealed to me that the fifth temptation, depriving me of well-being, is ‘the distinction we make between our own and foreign nations.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer justify this feeling to myself by acknowledging the superiority of my own nation over others, or by the cruelty or barbarity of any other nation. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot help trying to be kinder and more friendly toward a foreigner than toward my own countrymen, rather than otherwise. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And knowing that the distinction I formerly made between my own and other nations is evil, I see the temptation that led me into this evil, and can no longer consciously let myself be drawn into it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It is the erroneous idea that my welfare is linked only with that of my native land, and not with that of all mankind. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But I now know that my unity with other people cannot be destroyed by borders and statements of governments that I belong to such and such nation or country. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I now know that people are equal everywhere and all are brothers. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I remember that the feeling of enmity toward other nations, the assumption of a difference between them & myself, was not natural to me but was grafted upon me by the senseless education given to me. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	But I now understand the meaning of the words, ‘Love your enemies, do good to them.’, Tolstoy, What I believe

	You are all the children of one Father, therefore be like the Father; that is, make no distinction between people, treat all equally. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Now I can clearly see that the DIVINE HAPPINESS is only possible to attain by recognizing unity with all people of the world, without exception. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All that was prized as worthy of respect – love for my native land, people, country, service in military, which destroys other nations’ wellbeing, military exploits - now look pitiful & hideous to me. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The renunciation of the fatherland and cosmopolitanism, which I had formerly despised, now seems a noble thing to me. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer serve that temptation of favoring ‘my country’, which is ruining me and all people. Can't recognize any States or nations. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I can no longer take any part in quarrels between various nations, either in speech or by writing, nor especially by serving any government, Tolstoy, What I believe

	neither can I take part in any of the various administrations based on the difference of countries, either in custom-houses, in collecting taxes, in preparing ammunition or fire-arms. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that my rational life is the light given to me in order that it should shine before people, not in my words, but in my good deeds, so that people may glorify their Father. - Matthew 5.6, Christ, New Testament

	I believe that my life and my knowledge of the truth are the talent given to me to work for it; that this talent is a fire, which is only a fire when it is burning. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that I am a Ninevite in relation to other Jonahs, from whom I have learned the truth, but that I am also Jonah in relation to other Ninevites, to whom it is my duty to reveal the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I believe that the only true purpose of my life is ‘to live up to the light that is in me,’ not to conceal it, but to set it high before people, that all should see it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	What undermined my belief in truth & practicality of Christ’s teaching & set me against it - having to endure privation, suffering & death at the hands of others - confirms its truth & attracts me now, Tolstoy, What I believe

	Christ told, ‘When you lift up the human son, all will be drawn up to me,’ and I felt myself irresistibly drawn to him. He said, likewise, ‘The truth will set you free,’ and I felt completely free. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I used to think enemies would come to make war or evil people would attack me & if I did not defend myself they would despoil us; would abuse, torture & kill me & my family; it seemed horrible. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I know that my enemies, the so-called evil people and robers of the world – are people, and are the ‘human sons’, like I am. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All 'evil' people, like me, love goodness and hate evil; that they live, as I do, on the eve of death, and, like me, look for salvation and can only find it in the teaching of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If the truth is unknown to them, they can do evil, considering it good, but my knowing the truth makes it my duty to reveal it to those who do not know it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	I cannot do so otherwise than by refusing to take any part in evil, and by professing the truth by my deeds. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	If Christians live in a non-Christian society that defends itself by war & if a Christian is called upon to take part in war, it’s the moment for him to testify the truth to those who do not know it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	A Christian knows the truth only in order to testify of it before those who do not know it. The only way to testify of it for him is by his deeds. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And his deeds are the renunciation of war and doing good to people without making a distinction between so-called enemies and his own. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Mikluha Mackli settled among a most brutal tribe of savages; they didn’t kill him but loved him & submitted to him, ‘cause he wasn’t afraid of them, didn’t demand anything from them, did good to them. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The Christian knows that all the requirements by government are the demands of people who do not know the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And therefore the Christian, who does know the truth, must testify it to those who do not. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The violence, imprisonment, perhaps even death, to which the Christian will then be exposed in consequence of his refusal, will enable him to testify to the truth, not in words, but in deeds. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Every act of violence - war, robbery, execution - is result of not irrational force of nature but are conducted by people ignorant and devoid of knowledge of the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	And therefore, the greater the evil these people do to the Christian, the further they are from the truth, the more desperate they are, and the more necessary the knowledge of the truth is for them. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People, who are linked together by deception, form, we might say, a compact mass. In the compactness of this mass lies all the evil of the world. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All the rational activity of humanity is directed toward elimination of such connection of the deception. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	All revolutions are efforts to break this compact mass of evil by violence. Hoping to break this body apart, people keep hammering it; and in their efforts they only forge it. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Yet, no matter how much they keep forging it, the connection of its component parts will not break until an inward power is transmitted to them that can force them asunder. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The power that chains them is ‘falsehood,’ ‘deception.’ The power that frees each link of the human chain is ‘truth.’ The truth is transmitted to people only by the deeds of the truth. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Only the deeds of the truth, which bring the light to each man’s heart, can destroy the chain of deception and remove one man after another out of the compact mass fettered by deception. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The work began when the commandments of Christ were first set before the world, and it will not end until all is fulfilled as Christ says (Matt. 5:18). - Tolstoy, What I believe

	People’s lives will be blessed if they do not break the unity of the ‘Human Son,’ and their happiness is undermined only by their not following the commandments of Christ. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The Church, whose members tried to unite people by persuading them that it was necessary for salvation to blindly believe that the truth was in her, is no more. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	The Church, which does not consist of people who cry ‘Lord, Lord,’ (Matt. 7:21-22) and live in sin, but which whose followers are united by good deeds, lives and will live forever. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	It does not matter if these people are few in number or many. They are that Church which cannot be overcome by anything, and which all people will join, sooner or later. - Tolstoy, What I believe

	Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. - Luke 12.32, Christ, New Testament

	Patriotism is a desire that this nation or state enjoy the greatest welfare & greatness, always are obtained only at the expense of the welfare & greatness of other nations & states. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	It is the patriotism that we all know, the majority of the people of our time are under its influence, and humanity suffers cruelly because of it. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Patriotism isn’t a desire for spiritual wellbeing for one’s nation (you can’t wish it for only one’s own nation), but preference of one’s own nation or state to all the other nations and states. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Due to ease of communication & the unification of industry, commerce, arts, sciences, the people now are so united that there’s no danger of conquests, slaughter, or violence from neighboring nations. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	All the nations (the nations, not the governments) live among themselves in peaceful, mutually advantageous, amicable, industrial, commercial, mental relations, which they have no reason to violate. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	And so it’d seem that the obsolete notion of patriotism has to disappear, as superfluous & incompatible with the vitalized consciousness of the brotherhood of the people of the various nationalities. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	However, the harmful and obsolete sentiment of patriotism not only continues to exist, but is even fanned more and more. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The nations, contrary to reason, consciousness, and to their benefits, sympathize with the governments in their attacks upon other nations, rejoice in them and are proud of them. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	This is due to the fact that the ruling classes are able to retain their exclusive and advantageous position only thanks to the political structure which is supported by means of patriotism. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	And the ruling classes include not merely the government officials, but all the classes which enjoy an exclusive, advantageous position – the capitalists, journalists, artists & scholars. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	By having in their hands all the most powerful means of influencing the masses, they always unswervingly maintain the patriotic feelings in themselves and in others. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The ruling classes support the patriotism because it supports the power of the state, and are more than anything else rewarded by that power. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Every author, teacher, and professor will make his position more secure the more he preaches patriotism. Every emperor and king gains glory in proportion to his devotion to patriotism. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The army, the money, the school, the religion, and the press are in the hands of the ruling classes. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	In the schools they fan patriotism in the children by means of history, by describing their nation as the best of all the nations and always in the right. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	In the adults, the same sentiment is roused by means of spectacles, celebrations, monuments, and a patriotic, lying press. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Patriotism is roused in people via unjust acts & cruelties against other nations, provoking hatred in these nations for their own nation, & using this hatred for provoking hatred in their own nation. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The incited patriotism lead the people to accept the universal military service, i.e. slavery, which degree of degradation & loss of will can’t be compared with the ancient conditions of slavery. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	After that, the slavish submission of the masses in the name of patriotism, and the impudence, cruelty, and madness of the governments knew no bounds. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	In order to be able to exist, the governments must defend their nations against attacks from other nations. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	No nation wants to attack another, or ever attacks another, and so the governments not only do not wish for peace, but also even make efforts to rouse the hatred of the other nations toward their own. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Having roused the hatred of the other nations toward their own, and patriotism in their own nations, the governments assure their people that they are in danger and must defend themselves. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Having the power in their hands, the governments are able to irritate the other nations & to evoke patriotism in their own, & they use every effort to do both. Their entire existence is based in that. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	What are those governments, without which it seems impossible for people to be able to exist in our time?, Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The governments are now an unnecessary and much greater evil than all that with which they frighten their nations. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Governments, by dint of their very activity, which consists in the practice of violence, are always composed of elements which are the most impudent, coarse, and corrupt people. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	For this reason every government, and especially every government to which the military power is delegated, is a most dangerous institution in the world. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	The government itself, with the inclusion of capitalists and the press, is nothing but an organization such that the great majority of people are in the power of the minority, which stands above them. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	And to such governments the full power is invested, not only over property and life, but also over the spiritual and moral development, the education, and the religious guidance of all people. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	People are letting anyone who pleases seize this power (and all the chances are that it will be seized by the one who is morally worst), slavishly submit to it, and marvel that they are faring badly. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	People are afraid of bombs and of anarchists, but are not afraid of that terrible structure of government itself which threatens them any minute with the greatest calamities. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	People tie themselves & let the end of the rope to the first rascal to take it up & do with them what he wants. That’s what nations do in support of a government that’s organized with military power. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	To free people from those terrible calamities of armaments and wars, which they suffer now, they need the abolition of that weapon of violence that is called government. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	To abolish the governments: people must understand that patriotism, which alone maintains this implement of violence, is a coarse, harmful, disgraceful, wrong, & above all, immoral sentiment. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	It’s coarse, because it’s characteristic of only such people as stand on the lowest stage of morality and who expect from other nations the same acts of violence that they want to practice themselves. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	It’s harmful, because it violates the advantageous & joyous peaceful relations with other nations, & produces that organization of the governments, in which always the worst man acquires the power. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	It’s disgraceful, as it transforms the man not only into a slave, but also into a fighting cock, a bull, & a gladiator, who ruins his life not for his own purposes, but of his government. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	It’s immoral as a man, instead of recognizing himself as a free man, recognizes himself as the son of his country, slave of his government, & commits acts contrary to his reason & conscience. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	People need to understand this, & the terrible bondage of people, called the government, will fall apart by itself, & with it’ll fall that terrible, useless evil which is caused by it to the nations. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	"Leave us alone! But the politicians will not leave us alone. They impose taxes upon us, eat up our sustenance, keep a census of as, and call our youths to their wars." - An American wrote. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	"But to tax us successfully, permanent armies are maintained. The argument that the army is needed for the defense of the country is an obvious deception.", Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	"We in America are told that it is necessary to increase the fleet and to add to the army, because Europe may at any moment unite against us. That is a deception and a lie.", Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	"The common people in France, in Germany, in England, and in America are against war. All we wish is to be left alone. ", Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	"The people who have wives, parents, children, and homes have no desire to go away to fight with anybody. We are peaceful and afraid of war, we hate it.", Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	We will not pay any church tribute to the hypocrites, or our tithes for your hypocritical philanthropy, and we will on every occasion express our opinion. We will educate people. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	We will preach the idea that the Christian life in peace and good will is better than a life of struggle, bloodshed, and war. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Peace on earth will come only when people shall separate themselves from the armies and will wish to do to others what they wish that others should do to them. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	“But what will happen when there shall be no more governments?” people generally ask. Nothing. Only the organ that, having become useless, has grown to be harmful, will be eliminated. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	There is but one means for destroying the concentration of violence, and that is to awaken from the hypnosis of patriotism. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Government

	Whenever a mind is simple, and receives a divine wisdom, old things pass away, means, teachers, texts, temples fall. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	It’s easy in the world to live after the world's opinion; it’s easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man in the midst of the crowd keeps the independence of solitude. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Speak what you think now in hard words, and to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though it contradict every thing you said to-day. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Let us a ront and reprimand the smooth mediocrity. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	We lie in the lap of immense intelligence, which makes us receivers of its truth & organs of its activity. When we discern justice, truth, we do nothing of ourselves, but allow a passage to its beams. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Nature suffers nothing to remain in her kingdoms which cannot help itself. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Let us enter into the state of war, and wake courage and constancy. This is to be done in our smooth times by speaking the truth. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Live no longer to the expectation of these deceived and deceiving people with whom we converse. Say to them, I am the truth's. Henceforward I obey no law less than the eternal law. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	I will not hide my tastes or aversions. I will trust that what is deep is holy. I do this not selfishly, but humbly and truly. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	It is alike your interest, and mine, and all men's, however long we have dwelt in lies, to live in truth. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Does this sound harsh to-day? You will soon love what is dictated by your nature as well as mine, and, if we follow the truth, it will bring us out safe at last. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	It denies the name of duty to many offices that are called duties. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	We are afraid of truth, afraid of fortune, afraid of death, and afraid of each other. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Prayer that craves a particular commodity, any thing less than all good, is vicious. Prayer as a means to effect a private end is meanness and theft. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Prayer is the contemplation of the facts of life from the highest point of view. It is the spirit of God pronouncing his works good. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The prayers of the farmer kneeling in his field to weed it are prayers heard throughout nature, though for cheap ends. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Another sort of false prayers are our regrets. Discontent is the want of self-reliance: it is infirmity of will. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Our sympathy is base. We come to them who weep foolishly, sit down & cry for company, instead of imparting to them truth in rough electric shocks, putting them in communication with their own reason. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The gods love him (the self-helping) because men hated him. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The superstition of Traveling, whose idols are Italy, England, Egypt, retains its fascination for all educated Americans. But the soul is no traveler; the wise man stays at home. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	He who travels to be amused, or to get somewhat which he does not carry, travels away from himself, and grows old even in youth among old things. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Traveling is a fool's paradise. At home I dream that at Naples, at Rome, I can be intoxicated with beauty, and lose my sadness. But my giant goes with me wherever I go. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The rage of travelling is a symptom of a deeper unsoundness a ecting the whole intellectual action. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The intellect is vagabond, and our system of education fosters restlessness. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	For every thing that is given, something is taken. Society acquires new arts, and loses old instincts. The civilized man has built a coach, but has lost the use of his feet. He is supported on crutches, but lacks so much support of muscle. He has a fine Geneva watch, but he fails of the skill to tell the hour by the sun. A Greenwich nautical almanac he has, and so being sure of the information when he wants it, the man in the street does not know a star in the sky. The solstice he does not observe; the equinox he knows as little; and the whole bright calendar of the year is without a dial in his mind. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	His note-books impair his memory; his libraries overload his wit; the insurance-office increases the number of accidents. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	It may be a question whether machinery does not encumber, whether we have not lost by refinement some energy, by a Christianity entrenched in establishments and forms - some vigor of wild virtue. For every Stoic was a Stoic; but in Christendom where is the Christian?, Emerson, On self Reliance

	The arts and inventions of each period are only its costume, and do not invigorate men. The harm of the improved machinery may compensate its good. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The reliance on Property, including the reliance on governments which protect it, is the want of self-reliance. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Men have looked away from themselves and at things so long, that they have come to esteem the religious, learned, and civil institutions as guards of property. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	They measure their esteem of each other by what each has, and not by what each is. But a cultivated man becomes ashamed of his property, out of new respect for his nature. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Do not believe it. Nothing can bring you peace but yourself. Nothing can bring you peace but the triumph of principles. - Emerson, On self Reliance





	In order to know how we can and should change our attitude towards government, we must understand the nature of government: what it consists of, how it arose, and how best to treat it. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The more do those in power (the leisured classes who have power) grow depraved, unreasonable and cruel, and the more injurious to their subjects do their demands become. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	As those in power grow more depraved, their subjects see more and more clearly the harm and folly of submitting to such depraved power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Immoral people, preferring idleness and violence to work, having grasped power and used it to satisfy their lusts and passions, give themselves up more and more to these passions and vices. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People in power get constantly corrupt because they can satisfy their lusts and vices without meeting any obstacles or disapprovals, and even being applauded by all who surround them. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The people ruled over, with the growth of realization of moral consciousness, begin to see not only the ever increasing material harm of the government, but also it’s immoral to submit to it. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The misery people suffered do not so much depend on the nature of the persons in power as on the fact that a few persons exercised power over many. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The calamities from which the people suffer remain, however, exactly the same under constitutional, monarchical, or republican governments, with or without referendums. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The idea of limiting power by the participation in power of all who are subject to it is unsound at its very core, and self-contradictory. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Even the power of the majority over the minority is unfair, for there’s no reason to believe that the majority participating in government is wiser than the minority that avoids participation. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	To extend the participation in government to all, as might be done by still greater extension of the referendum and the initiative, would only mean that everybody would be fighting everybody else. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	No kind of arrangement that maintains the right of man to do violence to man can prevent evil from being evil. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	among all nations, however they are ruled, whether by the most despotic or most democratic governments, the chief and fundamental calamities from which the people suffer, remain the same, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Regardless of type of government, the calamities are:

- ever-increasing budgets & taxes;

- animosity towards neighbors, military preps & armies;

- enslaving of subject races;

- undermining morality. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The construction of representative government is that only cunning, immoral, and artful mediocrities, such as various prime ministers and presidents are, seize the power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The life in developed countries is certainly wealthier, more comfortable, pleasant, and attractive. But is it more secure, freer, or, above all, more reasonable and moral?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Where many persons take part in it, the number of centers of infection is augmented, for everyone who shares power has his friends, helpers, servants, flatterers, and relations. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Where there is universal right to vote, these centers of infection are still more diffused. Every voter becomes the object of flattery and bribery. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Instead of power founded on direct violence (as with monarchy), we get a monetary power, also founded on violence, not directly, but through a complicated transmission. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Under representative governments, instead of one or a few centers of depravity, we get a large number of such centers. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	What is happening is as though there were a man whose body went on increasing in weight while the legs that supported it grew continually thinner and weaker. Eventually, the body would have to fall. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	In representative government every partaker of power is exposed to all the evil that comes with power: bribery, flattery, vanity, self-conceit, idleness & immoral participation in deeds of violence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Every member of parliament is exposed to all these temptations in a even greater degree. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Every representative always begins his career of power by bribery, befooling people, making promises he knows he won’t keep; then he takes part in making laws that are enforced by violence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It is the same with all senators and presidents. There is a price for the seat in senate, and there are dealers who make these deals with the candidates. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The same corruption prevails in the election of a president. It costs millions to financiers who know that, when elected, he will be will enable them to recoup the cost of the election a hundredfold. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The corruption grows from the desire to avoid hard work and to get benefits of pleasures provided by others - comfort inaccessible to laboring men. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The corruption includes the spread of a lying and inflammatory press; and, above all, animosity between nations, classes, and men. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The corruption has reached such dimensions that the struggle of all men against their fellows has become habitual a state of things. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The science now engaged in justification of all the nastiness done by men has decided that the struggle and enmity of all against all is a necessary, unavoidable & beneficent condition of human life. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	an unceasing industrial, commercial and military strife is continually waged – a strife of state against state, class against class, labor against capital, party against party, and man against man. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Men, drawn away from direct work on the land, involved in diverse ways of exploiting the labor of others, have lost their independence & are forced to lead immoral lives by the position they live in. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Having neither the desire nor the habit of living by tilling their own land, the Western nations were forced to obtain their means of subsistence from other countries. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Western nations obtain their food from other countries 1) by fraud, that is, by exchanging things for the most part unnecessary or depraving, such as alcohol, opium, or weapons, or 2) by violence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The people of the developed nations become conscious participators in deeds of violence, devote themselves to the activities of government, industry & commerce, satisfying the demands for luxuries. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	These people subjugate (partly by direct force, partly by money) the agricultural people both of their own and of foreign countries, who provide them with the necessaries of life. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The people of developed countries now take the necessities of life from other people, who still do their own labor. And they do it either by corrupting foreign nations or by gross violence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The condition of the ‘developed’ nations becomes year-by-year more dependent on the food supplied from other countries. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	In order to exist, these nations must have resort to the deceptions and violence called in their language “acquiring markets” and “colonial policy.”, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	They act accordingly, striving to throw their nets of enslavement farther and farther to all ends of the earth, to catch those who are still leading rational lives. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Competing with one another, they increase their armaments more & more, cunningly, under various pretexts, seize the land of those who still live rational lives, and force these people to feed them. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People consider that the depravity they call “civilization” is a necessary condition of human life, and must inevitably be adopted by all mankind. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	This faith in 'civilization' is just as blind as any other faith, just as unshakable, and just as self-assured. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People believe that, somehow from among those hunting after the greatest material, animal, welfare for themselves, people will suddenly appear who will employ power without being depraved by it. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	They believe someone will establish an order of things where people used to a greedy, selfish struggle for their own profit will suddenly grow self-sacrificing, work together for the common good. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Such is the common faith of most of the Western nations, drawing them towards destruction. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Even the voices of the wise (as Rousseau, Lamennais, Carlyle, Ruskin, Channing, Garrison, Emerson, Herzen, Edward Carpenter) leave no trace in the consciousness of those rushing towards destruction. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It is a thing of wonder that common folks have submitted to and even aided their own enslavement. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The enormous majority of the population of the whole world is engaged in agriculture, and on it the possibility of existence for all the rest of the human race depends. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Human kind is based on agrarians. The rest – ministers, locksmiths, professors, carpenters, artists, tailors, scientists, physicians, generals, soldiers – are the servants or parasites of the agrarians. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The agriculture, besides being the most moral, healthy, joyful, and necessary occupation, is also the highest of human activities and alone gives men true independence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	it must be quite clear to people, not deprived of reason, that violence breeds violence, and that the only means of liberation from violence lies in not taking part in it. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It is evident that a great majority of men can be enslaved by a small minority only if the enslaved themselves take part in their own enslavement. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	If people are enslaved, it is only because they either fight violence with violence or participate in violence for their own personal profit. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Those who neither fight against violence with violence, nor take part in it, cannot be enslaved, just as water cannot be cut with scissors. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People refusing to support authorities can be robbed, prevented from moving about, wounded, or killed, but they cannot be enslaved – that is, made to act against their own reasonable will. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Not all the capitalists in the world could enslave the workers if the workmen themselves did not help, and did not take part in their own enslavement. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Each one says, “I can’t be the first to do what nobody else does. Let others begin, and then I too will cease to submit to power.”, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	All, under the pretence that no one can begin, instead of acting in a manner advantageous to all, continue to do what is disadvantageous to everybody & is also irrational & contrary to human nature. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	No one likes to cease submitting to power, lest he should be persecuted by power. Yet he knows that obeying power means being subject to all sorts of the gravest calamities in foreign or civil wars. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The cause of it is that people do not reason when yielding to power, but act under the influence of hypnotism, or "suggestion". - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	This hypnosis prevents people from acting in accordance with their reasonable nature and their own interest, and forces them to do what is unreasonable and disadvantageous. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People are under hypnosis that the violence perpetrated by people who call themselves “the government” is not simply an immoral conduct of immoral men, but a manifestation of some mysterious, sacred being, the state. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People are brought to believe that without the State men have never existed (which is quite untrue) and can never exist. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People succumb to hypnotic influence and suggestion to the extent to which their religious consciousness is weakened. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The religious consciousness is the consciousness of their relation to the supreme cause on which their existence depends. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Most of the people of our times more and more lack the religious consciousness. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The reason why most people of our time lack the religious consciousness is that they have committed the sin of submitting to human power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The problem is people have not acknowledged the sin of submitting to human power to be a sin, but try to ignore or justify it, and have exalted the authorities to which they have submitted. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People came to the point that the human government rules have replaced God’s law for them. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	When human law has replaced divine law, men have lost religious consciousness and fallen under governmental hypnotism, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Submission to government has weakened and partly destroyed the religious consciousness in people, and the weakening and cessation of religious consciousness has subjected them to human power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The sin of submission to human authorities is as great a sin as that of those who used violence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Had the oppressed endured all the hardships, taxations, and cruelties without acknowledging the authority of the oppressors to be lawful, and without promising to obey it, they would not have sinned. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People have renounced their true freedom (i.e. obedience to the will of God) by promising always to obey the government. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	A promise to obey human authorities assumes the possibility of disobeying God when the demands of established power conflict with the laws of God, and therefore is a rejection of the will of God. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Violent government demands from its subjects the participation in killing of people, which is in the direct contradiction to the will of God. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Therefore, those who submit to government thereby refuse their obedience to the law of God. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	One cannot yield a little on one point. If God’s law can be replaced by human law in one thing, then God’s law is no longer the highest law incumbent on men at all times, and then it is nothing. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Deprived of the guidance given by God’s law, people sink to the lowest grade of human existence where the only motives of their actions are their personal desires & the indoctrination. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	All the nations that live in the unions called states lie under such a hypnotic suggestion of the necessity of obedience to government. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People have forgotten God, i.e. their connection to the infinite Source of Life, and consequently – the purpose of a human, which is in fulfilling the law given by this Divine Source. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The purpose of a human life consists, first of all, in fulfilling, for one’s own soul’s sake, the law given by this Divine Source. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Men have forgotten the purpose of life because some of them have assumed the right to rule over others by means of threats, and others have consented to obey those and to participate in their ruling. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	By the very act of submitting, the human authorities people have denied God and exchanged His law for human law. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Having forgotten their relation to the Infinite, most men have descended, in spite of all the subtlety of their mental achievements, to the lowest level of consciousness. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Having forgotten their relation to the Infinite, most men have descended to the lowest level of consciousness, where they’re guided only by animal passions and by herd influence. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The only escape for people from the miseries is in re-establishing a consciousness in themselves of their dependence on God & thereby regaining a reasonable & free attitude toward themselves & others. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The conscious obedience to God, and the consequent abandonment of the sin of power and of submission to it, now stands before all nations that suffer from the consequences of this sin. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The possibility and necessity of ceasing to submit to human power and of returning to the laws of God is dimly felt by all men. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	“But is collective life possible without government? Without government people would be continually robbing and killing one another,” say those who believe only in human law. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People are convinced that men refrain from crime & live orderly lives only because of laws, courts of justice, police, officials, and armies. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Men depraved by power fancy that since the government punishes some of the crimes committed in the state, it is this punishment that prevents men from committing other possible crimes. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	But the fact that government punishes some crimes doesn’t prove that the existence of law-courts, police, armies, prisons & death penalties holds men back from the crimes they might commit. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	That the amount of crime committed in a society doesn’t depend on the punitive action of governments is proved by the fact that, when society is in a certain mood, nothing can prevent that. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The reason we have safety in society is that majority of people abstain from crimes & live good lives not because of police & punishments, but because of the moral perception, natural to them. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	This moral consciousness alone, expressed in public opinion, keeps men from crimes, both in town centers and more especially in villages, where the majority of the population dwell. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Not only does the action of governments not deter men from crimes; on the contrary, it increases crime by always disturbing and lowering the moral standard of society. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Always & everywhere a government puts in its own unjust, man-made laws, the object of which is neither justice nor the common good of all, but various considerations of domestic & foreign expediency. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Government, by its very nature, puts its own unjust, man-made laws which conflict with the highest, eternal, religious law (not written in books but in the hearts of men, and binding on everyone). - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	All the existing laws of every government are unjust: laws maintaining the exclusive right of a minority to the land; compelling men to pay money for purposes of murder;, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	These are unjust laws establishing monopolies in the sale of stupefying intoxicants, or forbidding the free exchange of produce across a certain line called a border;, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	And these are unjust laws regarding the execution of men for actions which are not so much immoral, as simply disadvantageous to those in power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	All the laws & the requirements of their fulfillment by threats of violence, the customary exaltation of military murders & the preparation for wars – lowers the moral consciousness of society. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Thus, governmental activity not only doesn’t support morality, but, on the contrary, has the worst depraving effect on the nations. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It could never enter the head of any ordinary scoundrel to commit those horrors which have been and still are being committed, and committed ostentatiously, by all governments. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	If the action of government does deter some men from crime (which is doubtful), thousands of other crimes are committed only because men are educated in crime by governmental injustice & cruelty. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The harm the thieves and robbers among people may do is lesser than both the material and spiritual injury which government continually does by oppressing and corrupting people. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The government, and people who profit by it claim that governments, which rob and deprave men, are necessary for their well-being, and men yield to this suggestion. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People believe in it all, and must continue to do so, because, not believing in the law of God, they have to put their faith in human law. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	For those who do not acknowledge the law of God, the absence of human law must seem terrible, and they do not wish to be deprived of it. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	None of these theoretic anarchists accept that law of God which is common to all men, and which it is natural for all to obey. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The lack of belief in the law of God is the reason that all the theoretical anarchists, who correctly prove the harmfulness of government, have no definite vision of a society without the government. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	This arises from the fact that none of these theoretic anarchists accept that law of God which is common to all people, and which it is natural for all to obey. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Without the obedience of people to one and the same law – human or divine – human society cannot exist. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	And freedom from human law is only possible on the condition that one acknowledges a divine law, common to all people. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	There is a trick people use to justify their fallacies. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People accept a fallacy as if it was an unquestionable axiom, connect it with all the consequences into one notion, and then ascribe to that notion a special, vague, mystical meaning. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Such notions are the Church, Science, Justice, the State, and Civilization. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Thus, the Church becomes not what it really is, a number of men who have all fallen into the same error, but a “communion of true believers.”, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Legal system becomes, not a collection of unjust laws framed by certain men, but the designation of those rightful conditions under which alone it is possible for men to live. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Science becomes not what it really is: the random dissertations that at a given time occupy the minds of idle people, but the only true knowledge. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	‘Civilization’ becomes not what it is, the outcome of the activity (falsely & harmfully misdirected by force-using governments), but the indisputably true way toward the future welfare of humanity. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The superstition of progress causes its agents to overlook their own sins & to feel that their activity is not an immoral & harmful activity (as it really is), but that they’re very important people. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Yet to people free from the superstition of civilization, it’s perfectly obvious that all those ‘civilized’ conditions of life are just monstrous results of the vanity of the upper, governing classes. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People, who do not know what the purpose of life is, or wherein the wellbeing of a single man lies, imagine that they know clearly and indubitably what the whole community needs. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People fancy that they know what is needed for the wellbeing of society as a whole, and to attain that they commit deeds of violence, murders, and executions, which they themselves admit to be evil. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	In cares for the rearrangement of society people find a possibility of escaping from consciousness of the wrongness of their own lives. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	That is why those who do not know what to do with themselves are always particularly sure what ought be done with society as a whole. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The less people know about themselves, the more sure they are about society. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It is just this supposed knowledge and this activity which more than anything else hinders the movement of the community along the path natural to it for its true welfare. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Now is being prepared a change which will consist in the moral and religious emancipation of people from power, authority, government. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	In the consciousness of people is now growing another change of their attitude, intrinsic to men, toward government, a change consisting in their moral and religious emancipation from authority. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	That irritated, egotistical mood of mutual strife, fear, and hatred, which has now seized all nations must change. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	All this preaching of lies, immorality, and violence now so strenuously disseminated among all nations by newspapers, books, speeches, and actions must change. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	After all the sins, sufferings, and terrors they have lived through, why not a religious, humane, reasonable, loving mood seize the minds of all nations?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	A state of mind should come which would make men see all the horror of submitting to the authority & feel the joyful possibility of a reasonable, loving life without violence & without government. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	It’s time to grow the consciousness of emancipating ourselves from the sin of power & of establishing unity among men based on mutual agreement & respect & love between people. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The soul, too, is incessantly at work, ever evolving toward light and truth. And so long as it has not reached full light and conquered the whole truth, it will continue to torment man. (Dumas), Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	A time must come when love, which forms the fundamental essence of the soul, will take the place natural to it in the life of mankind, and will become the chief basis of the relations between men. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	We are living in the times predicted by Christ. From one end of the earth to the other, everything is tottering. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	In all institutions, whatever they may be, in all the different systems on which the social life of men is founded, nothing stands firm. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Everyone feels that soon it must all fall to ruins, and that in this temple too, not one stone will be left on another. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The human race is currently disunited by teachings that are hostile to one another that make brothers into strangers and that sow godless hatred and revolting warfare among them. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	On the ruins of the temples & towns of today, a universal temple will be erected to become the fatherland, common to the whole human race & all nations would come together at their own free will. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Did Christ not come with the one object of teaching men that they must be united by the law of love?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Channing said the same: Mighty powers are at work in the world. Who can stay them? God’s word has gone forth, and “it cannot return to him void.”, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	A new comprehension of the Christian spirit, a new reverence for humanity, a new feeling of brotherhood and of all men’s relation to the common Father – these are among the signs of our times. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Why consider only human laws – changeable, accidental, unjust, and local as they are – as important and mandatory, and not the one, eternal, just law of God, common to all men?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The worldly teachers always preach that there is no eternal, just law of God, common to all men, but that only special laws of religious ritual for every nation and every sect exist. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The worldly teachers also preach those so-called scientific laws of matter & the imaginary laws of sociology that do not bind men to anything. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Finally, the worldly teachers preach civil laws, which men themselves can institute and change. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The divine law is written in people’s hearts, and to whom it has been revealed in the teaching of the Brahmins, Buddha, Lao-Tsze, Confucius & Christ, it provides moral satisfaction & joyful social life. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Why would people always follow that wicked and pitiful tangle of church, scientific, and governmental teachings which diverts their attention from the one thing needful?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Why should we think that the progress that men pride themselves on will always lie in the increase of population and the preservation of life, and not in the moral perfection of each own life, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Shouldn’t we consider “progress” in greater and greater unity one with another, and in that subjugation of their lusts which is necessary to make such unity possible?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Why should we not suppose that men will rejoice and compete with one another not in riches and luxuries, but in simplicity, prudence, and kindness one to another?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Why should we not suppose that men will see progress, not in seizing more and more for themselves, but in taking less and less from others, and in giving more and more to others, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Shouldn’t “progress” be not in increasing one’s own power, not in fighting more & more effectively, but in growing more humble & in coming into closer union, man with man & nation with nation?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Instead of yielding to their lusts, breeding like rabbits, producing chemical foods to feed their increasing generation, why not be chaste, battling against lusts, living in loving communion?, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	For human life to be different and good, we need not imagine people as some new kind of beings or virtuous angels. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People’s life will be different as they won’t consider organized violence a good & necessary condition of life & won’t be trained by hearing the evil deeds of governments represented as good actions. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	People’s life will be totally different, because there will no longer be impediment to preaching and teaching the spirit of goodness, love, and obedience to the will of God. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	When we accept governmental violence as necessary and lawful, which demands what is contrary to God’s law, we take what is criminal & wrong for godly and good. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Through their suffering, people should eventually wake up from that suggestion of the hypnosis, under which they have suffered so long, and recall that they are all sons and servants of God. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	And once people remember that they are all sons and servants of God, they can and must obey only to Him and to their own consciences. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	A man, having experienced all the miseries caused by the passions and temptations of life, must consciously return to a state of simplicity, kindness towards all, and readiness to accept what is good, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	and he returns to it with the wealth of experience and the reason of a grown-up man. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	And human society, have already experienced all the miserable consequences of abandoning the law of God to obey human power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Human societies must now consciously return, with all the wealth of experience gained during the time of its aberration, from the snares of human power, and must submit to the highest, Divine law. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	To consciously return from the temptation of human power, and to obey the supreme law of God alone, is to admit that it is always and everywhere binding upon us. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	This eternal law of God is alike in all uncorrupted teachings, and is incompatible with subjection to human power. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	To consciously live an agricultural life is to acknowledge it to be not an accidental and temporary condition, but the life which makes it easiest for man to fulfill the will of God, Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	The agricultural life should therefore be preferred to any other. - Tolstoy, On the Importance of the Upcoming Moral Revolution

	Loyal obedience to “authority,” is nothing more than a pathetic attempt to escape the responsibility of being human and reduce oneself to an unthinking, amoral, programmable machine. - Larken Rose, The Most Dangerous Superstition

	For achieving holiness, there’s nothing more important than abstinence.

Abstinence must become a habit. Once it’s a strong habit, it strengthens you in virtues. For him who is strong in virtues, there is nothing he wouldn’t be able to overcome. - Lao Tzu, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Every new desire is the beginning of new need and new origin of sorrow. - Voltaire, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	"And the spirit will return to God who gave it" (Ecclesiastes). Return Him your soul the same he gave it to you: he gave it to you pure, return it pure to Him. - Talmud, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The farther you go, the less you know.

Holy man has knowledge of things without leaving his home, identifies things without looking at them, and accomplishes the great without laboring. - Lao Tzu, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The main and typical way to deny the existence of God is to recognize public opinion to be unconditionally just, and to pay no attention to the opinion of God. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	"People must fear Heavens at least as much as they fear people." If only that came true! So far, when a man commits a crime, he thinks only: "I hope people didn’t see.", Talmud, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The human nature is straight. If this natural directness is lost during the lifetime, then the person cannot be happy. - Chinese wisdom, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Where covertness is, there’s always crime or danger. It’s inconceivable where things would need secrecy; on the contrary, dignity & security of human life depend on sincerity. - Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Gather for yourself only that wealth which neither thieves can steal nor tyrants dare to encroach upon, which will stay with you after your death, won’t reduce, and won’t not burn out. - Indian proverb, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	People don't want grief or fear, but constantly suffer and are afraid. They do what they don’t want. Therefore, they are not free. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Enter the narrow gate; because wide gate & broad way leads to destruction & many go by it; but tight is the gate and narrow is the path that leads to life, and few find it. - Matthew 7.13-14, Tolstoy, New Testament

	A thousand ways lead to confusion; and only one leads to the truth. - J.-J. Rousseau, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Frivolous and ignorant are like dead. Wake yourself up, and then, protected by yourself and clearly thinking, you will be consistently happy. - Buddhist wisdom, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	You must finally understand that you have a divine essence, which is above the passions, cowardice and hustle that make yourself cringe like a puppet. - Marcus Aurelius, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	We will not comprehend what we do and don’t do until each morning we won't start asking ourselves the question: how can we do not what is profitable, but what’s just. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	An hour of fairness is worth more than seventy years of praying. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The simplicity of life, language, and habits empowers nation, but luxurious lifestyle, pretentious language and effeminate habits lead to weakness and death. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	It’s not a pity when a person is born, died, or lost his money & properties: all that does not belong to man. But it’s a pity when a person loses his true possession, his human dignity. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	It’s not by meeting your idle desires that freedom can be achieved, but, on the contrary, by freeing yourself from the desires. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	I say to you, it’s easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God. - Matthew 19, 23-24, Christ, New Testament

	No one can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold on to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. - Matthew 6.24, Christ, New Testament

	You cannot at the same time take care of the soul and of worldly goods. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Verily I say to you, unless you change and become like children, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. So who humbles himself as a child, he is bigger in the Kingdom of Heaven. - Matthew 17.3-4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	The rust of your riches will be evidence against you; the payment you withheld from the workers cries: and the cries of them have reached the ears of the Lord. - Epistle of James V, 1-4, Tolstoy, New Testament

	As the life of a single individual, so as of the whole mankind is an incessant battle of flesh and spirit.

The spirit always wins, but the victory is never finite; the fight is infinite, - it’s the essence of life. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	You can only overcome a nation after you’ve overcome its gods, i.e. its moral ideals, its best aspirations. - Talmud, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	No reasonable person will deny the beneficial effect on his soul and body of at least occasional deprivation in luxury, or of dangers to which he was subjected. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Classes of people who do not produce their bread by the works of their own hands cannot possibly have truly religious realization or pure morality. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The mistake of the best men through generation after generation, has been that great one of thinking to help the poor by almsgiving, and by preaching of patience or of hope, and by every other means, emollient or consolatory, except the one thing which God orders for them, justice. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	People are looking for pleasures, throwing themselves from side to side, because they feel the emptiness of their lives, and haven't yet felt the vanity of the pleasure that attracts them. - (Pascal), Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Man becomes strong when he renounces his passions. Thus he creates emptiness in himself, in which the deity enters. - Lao Tzu, Tolstoy, Makovitsky at Tolstoy's

	When true virtue is lost, kindness appears. When kindness is lost, fairness shows up. When fairness is lost, manners are left. Manners only resemble truth and are the source of all disorders. - Lao Tzu, Reading circle

	Man should have risen to the chastity of woman, rather than woman, as is happening now, falling down to the perversion of man. - Tolstoy

	Don't pass anything you don’t believe, or even doubt in, for the sacred, indisputable truth. Doing so is a great crime!, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	"You speak of Gravity. I pray do not ascribe that notion to me, for the Cause of Gravity is what I do not pretend to know.”, Sir Isaac Newton, Four Letters to Dr. Richard Bentley, with arguments in Proof of a Deity

	“…even if our system would have been eternal (if gravity could form it), it goes against our atheist's supposition & what we have proved in our last.”, Sir Isaac Newton, Four Letters to Dr. Richard Bentley, with arguments in Proof of a Deity

	“You queried, whether Matter (Earth and other planets and stars) could be of some other figure than Spherical… and I answered, yes, and it is to be supposed that the Matter descends directly downwards to that Body, and that that Body has no diurnal Rotation.“, Sir Isaac Newton, Four Letters to Dr. Richard Bentley, with arguments in Proof of a Deity

	“It is impossible now for the Matter of the Earth and all the Planets and Stars to fly up from them, and become evenly spread throughout all the Heavens without a supernatural Power.”, Sir Isaac Newton, Four Letters to Dr. Richard Bentley, with arguments in Proof of a Deity

	Everyone who is seriously involved in the pursuit of science becomes convinced that a spirit is manifest in the laws of the Universe - a spirit vastly superior to that of man.... - Einstein, about God and religion

	My religion consists of a humble admiration for this illimitable superior spirit that reveals itself in the slight details that we are able to perceive with our frail and feeble minds. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I came - though the child of entirely irreligious (Jewish) parents - to a deep religiousness. - Einstein, about God and religion

	Behind all the discernible concatenations, there remains something subtle, intangible and inexplicable. Veneration for this force is my religion. To that extent, I am in point of fact, religious. - Einstein, about God and religion

	Every scientist becomes convinced that the laws of nature manifest the existence of a spirit vastly superior to that of men. - Einstein, about God and religion

	The divine reveals itself in the physical world. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I want to know how God created this world. I'm not interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that element. I want to know His thoughts; the rest are details. - Einstein, about God and religion

	My God created laws… His universe is not ruled by wishful thinking but by immutable laws. - Einstein, about God and religion

	The firm belief in a superior mind that reveals itself in the world of experience represents my conception of God. - Einstein, about God and religion

	My religiosity consists of a humble admiration of the infinitely superior spirit, …That superior reasoning power forms my idea of God. - Einstein, about God and religion

	Try and penetrate with our limited means the secrets of nature and you will find that, behind all the discernible laws and connections, there remains something subtle, intangible and inexplicable. Veneration for this force beyond anything that we can comprehend is my religion. To that extent I am, in fact, religious. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I was barked at by numerous dogs who are earning their food guarding ignorance and superstition for the benefit of those who profit from it. Then there are the fanatical atheists whose intolerance is of the same kind as the intolerance of the religious fanatics and comes from the same source. They are like slaves who are still feeling the weight of their chains which they have thrown off after hard struggle. They are creatures who—in their grudge against the traditional "opium of the people"—cannot bear the music of the spheres. The Wonder of nature does not become smaller because one cannot measure it by the standards of human moral and human aims. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I believe the mind is immortal. But I see no justification to extend personality beyond the span of life of the individual. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene. Jesus is too colossal for the pen of phrasemongers, however artful. No man can dispose of Christianity with a bon mot. - Einstein, about God and religion

	No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. - Einstein, about God and religion

	No man, can deny the fact that Jesus existed, nor that his sayings are beautiful. Even if some them have been said before, no one has expressed them so divinely as he. - Einstein, about God and religion

	Humanity has every reason to place the proclaimers of high moral standards and values above the discoverers of objective truth. What humanity owes to personalities like Buddha, Moses, and Jesus ranks for me higher than all the achievements of the enquiring and constructive mind.

What these blessed men have given us we must guard and try to keep alive with all our strength if humanity is not to lose its dignity, the security of its existence, and its joy in living. - Einstein, about God and religion

	The teaching of Christ and prophets is capable of curing all the social ills of humanity.

It is the duty of every man of good will to strive steadfastly in his own little world to make this teaching of pure humanity a living force, so far as he can. If he makes an honest attempt in this direction without being crushed and trampled under foot by his contemporaries, he may consider himself and the community to which he belongs lucky. - Einstein, about God and religion

	I do not believe in immortality of the individual, and I consider ethics to be an exclusively human concern with no superhuman authority behind it. - Einstein, about God and religion

	The mystical trend of our time, which shows itself particularly in the rampant growth of the so-called Theosophy and Spiritualism, is for me no more than a symptom of weakness and confusion. Since our inner experiences consist of reproductions and combinations of sensory impressions, the concept of a soul without a body seems to me to be empty and devoid of meaning. - Einstein, about God and religion

	What is the meaning of human life, or of organic life altogether? The man who regards his own life and that of his fellow creatures as meaningless is not merely unfortunate but almost disqualified for life. - Einstein, about God and religion

	Wise person cannot be learned.

Learned person cannot be wise.

Truthful words cannot be nice.

Nice words cannot be truthful. - Lao Tzu

	Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves & for your children. For the days are coming in which they’ll say: Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. - Luke 23-29, New Testament

	Man's self-improvement is measured by the degree of his liberation from ego. The more a man lets go of his ego, the closer to perfection he becomes. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Dead are those who, immersed into transient and carnal cares, do not even know that they have a soul, which demands its liberation, and of that to live means to fight, means to die, that only this way can the great liberation be achieved. - de Lamennais, Reading circle

	A person who is religiously enlightened appears to me to be one who has, to the best of his ability, liberated himself from the fetters of his selfish desires. - Einstein, about God and religion

	When we are born, our souls are put in the coffin of our body. This coffin - our body - is gradually deteriorates, and our soul – gradually released. When our body dies, the soul frees itself. - Heraclitus, Reading circle

	We will not comprehend what we do and don’t do until each morning we start asking ourselves the question: how can we do not what is profitable, but what’s just. - John Ruskin

	The Old Testament from its false history of the world, and from its attributing to God the feelings of a revengeful tyrant, is no more to be trusted than the beliefs of any barbarian. - Charles Darwin, wikipedia

	A sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the Father. – Isaiah 1:4, Isaiah, Bible

	People shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. - Isaiah 2:4, Isaiah, Bible

	Their land is full of idols; they worship the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have made. - Isaiah 2:8, Isaiah, Bible

	As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. - Isaiah 3:12, Isaiah, Bible

	Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope. - Isaiah 5:18, Isaiah, Bible

	Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! - Isaiah 5:20, Isaiah, Bible

	Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! - Isaiah 5:21, Isaiah, Bible

	Woe unto them which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! - Isaiah 5:23, Isaiah, Bible

	You hear indeed, but do not understand; and you see indeed, but do not perceive. - Isaiah 6:9, Isaiah, Bible

	Make the heart of this people fat, ears - heavy, shut their eyes; so that they don’t see with their eyes, don’t hear with ears, don’t understand with heart, don’t convert & not be healed. Isaiah 6:10, Isaiah, Bible

	Wickedness burns as the fire. - Isaiah 9:18, Isaiah, Bible

	The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. - Isaiah 11:6, Isaiah, Bible

	Even now, the axe even now lies at the root of the trees: every tree therefore that doesn’t bring forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. - Matthew 3:10, Christ, New Testament

	The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has not where to lay his head. - Matthew 8:20, Christ, New Testament

	Leave the dead bury their own dead. - Matthew 8:22, Christ, New Testament

	Search out who in it is worthy; and there abide till you go forth. - Matthew 10:11, Christ, New Testament

	The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have good tidings preached to them. - Matthew 11:5, Christ, New Testament

	Thank you, Father, that you has hid these things from the ‘wise’ and ‘prudent’, and has instead revealed them unto babies. - Matthew 11:21, Christ, New Testament

	Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand. - Matthew 12:25, Christ, New Testament

	He that is not with me is against me; he that does not gather with me scatters. - Matthew 12:30, Christ, New Testament

	All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. - Christ, New Testament

	You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. - Matthew 12:34, Christ, New Testament

	A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. - Matthew 12:35, Christ, New Testament

	Not that which goes into the mouth defiles a man; but that which comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man. - Matthew 15:11, Christ, New Testament

	Don’t you understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took up? How is it that you don’t understand that I spoke not concerning bread?, Matthew 16:9,11, Christ, New Testament

	Pray you that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day. - Matthew 24:20, Christ, New Testament

	Onto them that’re superficial, these things are done in parables: that they may see and not perceive, hear and not understand; so they do not get converted and their sins forgiven them. - Mark 4:11, Christ, New Testament

	The sower sows the word. - Mark 4:15, Christ, New Testament

	Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?, Mark 4:40, Christ, New Testament

	Fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things come from within, and defile the man. - Mark 7:21-23, Christ, New Testament

	Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. - Christ, New Testament

	All they did cast in of their superfluity; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. - Mark 12:44, Christ, New Testament

	I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands. - Mark 14:58, Christ, New Testament

	Every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. - Luke 6:44, Christ, New Testament

	Blessed is he, whosoever shall not find occasion of stumbling in me. - Luke 6:23, Christ, New Testament

	Many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which you see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which you hear, and have not heard them. - Luke 10:24, Christ, New Testament

	The children of this world marry & are given in marriage; but they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world neither marry nor are given in marriage, neither can they die anymore. - Luke 20:34, Christ, New Testament

	Beware of the scribes, who love to walk in long robes, greetings in the markets and the chief rooms at feasts; who for a show make long prayers: the same shall receive greater damnation. - Luke 20:46, Christ, New Testament

	They began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this fellow perverting the nation and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar.’, Luke 23:2, Christ, New Testament

	Behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck. - Luke 23:29, Christ, New Testament

	Whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. - John 4:14, Christ, New Testament

	The hour comes, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeks such to worship him. - John 4:23, Christ, New Testament

	God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. - John 4:24, Christ, New Testament

	As the Father raises the dead, and gives them life; even so the Son gives life to whom he will. For the Father judges no man, but has given all judgment unto the Son. - John 5:21, Christ, New Testament

	The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall live. - John 5:25, Christ, New Testament

	The Father has given the Son authority to execute judgment. - John 5:27, Christ, New Testament

	I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just, because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which has sent me. - John 5:30, Christ, New Testament

	The world cannot hate you; but me it hates, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. - John 7:7, Christ, New Testament

	He that speaks of himself seeks his own glory; but he that seeks His glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. - John 7:18, Christ, New Testament

	Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment. - John 7:24, Christ, New Testament

	Whosoever is begotten of God does not commit sin; for his seed remains in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. - 1 John 3:9, John, New Testament

	Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hates you. - 1 John 3:13, John, New Testament

	We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that does not love not his brother abides in death. - 1 John 3:14, John, New Testament

	Whosoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. - 1 John 3:15, John, New Testament

	We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. - 1 John 3:16, John, New Testament

	Recognize the children of God from the children of the devil: whosoever does not live in truth is not of God, neither he that does not love his brother. - 1 John 3:10, John, New Testament

	The fairest thing we can experience is the mysterious. He who knows it not and can no longer wonder, no longer feel amazement, is as good as dead, a snuffed-out candle. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	I regard class differences as contrary to justice and, in the last resort, based on force.

I also consider that plain living is good for everybody, physically and mentally. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Schopenhauer's saying, that "a man can do as he will, but not will as he will," has been an inspiration to me. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	I have never looked upon ease and happiness as ends in themselves—such an ethical basis I call more proper for a herd of swine. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	The ordinary objects of human endeavour—property, outward success, luxury— have always seemed to me contemptible. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	A conscious person is largely independent of the opinions, habits, and judgments of his fellows and avoids the temptation to take his stand on such insecure foundations. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Let every man be respected as an individual and no man idolized. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Force always attracts men of low morality, and I believe it to be an invariable rule that tyrants of genius are succeeded by scoundrels. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	The worst outcrop of the herd nature is the military system, which I abhor. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Heroism by order, senseless violence, and all the pestilent nonsense that does by the name of patriotism - how I hate them!, Einstein, The world as I see it

	War seems to me a mean, contemptible thing: I would rather be hacked in pieces than take part in such an abominable business. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	I believe the bogey would’ve disappeared long ago, had the sound sense of the nations not been systematically corrupted by commercial and political interests acting through the schools and the Press. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	The fairest thing we can experience is the mysterious. He who knows it not and can no longer wonder, no longer feel amazement, is as good as dead, a snuffed-out candle. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	A knowledge of the existence of something we cannot penetrate, of the manifestations of the profoundest reason and the most radiant beauty, is what constitutes the truly religious attitude. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	An individual who should survive his physical death is also beyond my comprehension, nor do I wish it otherwise; such notions are for the fears or absurd egoism of feeble souls. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Enough for me the mystery of the eternity of life. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Wise and noble teachers are few; lecture-rooms are numerous and large, but the number of young people who genuinely thirst after truth and justice is small. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	The true value of a human being is determined primarily by the measure and the sense in which he has attained to liberation from the self. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	In two weeks the sheep-like masses can be worked up by the newspapers into such a state of excited fury that the men are prepared to put on uniform and kill and be billed, for the sake of the worthless aims of a few interested parties. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	The unspoken but faithfully followed advice, "Not mastery but service," will lead people in the right way. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Exaggerated respect for athletics, an excess of coarse impressions which the complications of life through the technical discoveries of recent years has brought with it, - all these factors are hostile to the ripening of the character and the desire for real culture, and stamp our age as barbarous, materialistic, and superficial. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	Money only appeals to selfishness and always tempts its owners irresistibly to abuse it. Can anyone imagine Moses, Jesus, or Gandhi armed with the money-bags of Carnegie?, Einstein, The world as I see it

	A privileged class, combines priestly functions with its secular authority in order to make the latter more secure; or the political rulers and the priestly caste make common cause in their own interests. - Einstein, The world as I see it

	It is this domineering temper of the sensual world that creates the extreme need of the priests of science; and it is the right of the intellect to not take its estimate. - Emerson, Literary ethics

	And Jesus said to them: you have the light in you but not for too long. So, walk in the light while you have the light, to not let darkness take over you. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Every bondman in his own hand bears the power to cancel his captivity. - Shakespeare

	You can recognize false teachers by the same signs we use to recognize good tree from bad - by its fruits. If their teaching does not have a contempt to the temptations of this world, nor renunciation of ourselves, no mercy and love for all without distinctions, - that can’t be true Christian teaching, and they are false teachers. - Lamennais

	Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like unto whited sepulchers, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.

Even so you also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. - Matthew 23.27-28, New Testament

	The dogma, that all the governments of the world are approvingly ordained of God, and that the Powers that be in the United States, in Russia, in Turkey, are in accordance with His will, is not less absurd than impious. It makes the impartial Author of human freedom and equality, unequal and tyrannical. - William Lloyd Garrison

	Our country is the world, our countrymen are all mankind. We love the land of our nativity only as we love all other lands. The interests, rights, liberties of American citizens are no more dear to us than are those of the whole human race. Hence, we can allow no appeal to patriotism, to revenge any national insult or injury. - William Lloyd Garrison

	We register our testimony, not only against all wars, whether offensive or defensive, but all preparations for war; against every naval ship, every arsenal, every fortification; against the militia system and a standing army; against all military chieftains and soldiers; against all monuments commemorative of victory over a fallen foe, all trophies won in battle, all celebrations in honor of military or naval exploits; against all appropriations for the defense of a nation by force and arms, on the part of any legislative body; against every edict of government requiring of its subjects military service. Hence, we deem it unlawful to bear arms, or to hold a military office. - William Lloyd Garrison

	As every human government is upheld by physical force, and its laws are enforced virtually at the point of the bayonet, we cannot hold any office which imposes upon its incumbent the obligation to compel men to do right, on pain of imprisonment or death. We, therefore, voluntarily exclude ourselves from every legislative and judicial body, and repudiate all human politics, worldly honors, and stations of authority. If we cannot occupy a seat in the legislature or on the bench, neither can we elect others to act as our substitutes in any such capacity. - William Lloyd Garrison

	It follows, that we cannot sue any man at law, to compel him by force to restore anything which he may have wrongfully taken from us or others; but if he has seized our coat, we shall surrender up our cloak, rather than subject him to punishment. - William Lloyd Garrison

	We believe that the penal code of the old covenant, AN EYE FOR AN EYE, and a tooth for a tooth, has been abrogated by Jesus Christ; and that, under the new covenant, the forgiveness instead of the punishment of enemies has been enjoined upon all His disciples, in all cases whatsoever.

To extort money from enemies, or set them upon a pillory, or cast them into prison, or hang them upon a gallows, is obviously not to forgive, but to take retribution.

Vengeance is Mine, I WILL REPAY, SAYS THE LORD. - William Lloyd Garrison

	The history of mankind is crowded with evidences proving that physical coercion is not adapted to moral regeneration; that the sinful disposition of men can be subdued only by love; that evil can be exterminated from the earth only by goodness; that it is not safe to rely upon an arm of flesh, upon man whose breath is in his nostrils, to preserve us from harm; that there is great security in being gentle, harmless, long-suffering, and abundant in mercy; that it is only the meek who shall inherit the earth, that the violent who resort to the sword are destined to perish with the sword.

Hence, as a measure of sound policy—of safety to property, life and liberty—of public quietude and private enjoyment—as well as on the ground of allegiance to Him who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, we cordially adopt the non-resistance principle; being confident that it provides for all possible consequences, will ensure all things needful to us, is armed with omnipotent power, and must ultimately triumph over every assailing force. - William Lloyd Garrison

	We advocate no Jacobinical doctrines. The spirit of Jacobinism is the spirit of retaliation, violence, and murder. It neither fears God nor regards man. We would be filled with the spirit of Christ. If we abide by our principles, it is impossible for us to be disorderly, or plot treason, or participate in any evil work; we shall submit to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake; obey all the requirements of Government, except such as we deem contrary to the commands of the gospel; and in no case resist the operation of law, except by meekly submitting to the penalty of disobedience. - William Lloyd Garrison

	But, while we shall adhere to the doctrine of non-resistance and passive submission to enemies, we purpose, in a moral and spiritual sense, to speak and act boldly in the cause of God; to assail iniquity, in high places and in low places; to apply our principles to all existing civil, political, legal and ecclesiastical institutions; and to hasten the time when the kingdoms of this world will have become the kingdoms of our Lord, and He shall reign for ever. - William Lloyd Garrison

	It appears to us a self-evident truth, that, whatever the gospel is designed to destroy at any period of the world, being contrary to it, ought now to be abandoned. If, then, the time is predicted when swords shall be beaten into ploughshares, and spears into pruning-hooks, and men shall not learn the art of war any more, it follows that all who manufacture, sell or wield those deadly weapons, do thus array themselves against the peaceful dominion of the Son of God, on earth. - William Lloyd Garrison

	It will be our leading object to devise ways and means for effecting a radical change in the views, feelings, and practices of society, respecting the sinfulness of war and the treatment of enemies. - William Lloyd Garrison

	In entering upon the great work before us, we are not unmindful that, in its prosecution, we may be called to test our sincerity, even as in a fiery ordeal. It may subject us to insult, outrage, suffering, yea, even death itself. We anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation, calumny. Tumults may arise against us. The ungodly and violent, the proud and Pharisaical, the ambitious and tyrannical, principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high places, may combine to crush us. So they treated the Christ, whose example we are humbly striving to imitate. If we suffer with him, we know that we shall reign with him. - William Lloyd Garrison

	We shall not be afraid of their terror, neither be troubled. Our confidence is in the Lord Almighty, not in man. Having withdrawn from human protection, what can sustain us but that faith which overcomes the world? We shall not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try us, as though some strange thing had happened unto us; but rejoice inasmuch as we are partakers of Christ's sufferings. Wherefore, we commit the keeping of our souls to God, in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator. - William Lloyd Garrison

	For Every One that forsakes Houses, or Brethren, or Sisters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands, for Christ's Sake, shall receive a Hundred Fold, and shall inherit everlasting life. - William Lloyd Garrison

	in solemn testimony of our faith in our divine origin, we’re giving ourselves no anxiety as to what may befall us, and resolving in the strength of the Lord God calmly and meekly to abide the issue. - William Lloyd Garrison

	He who aims at progress - Temperance, Anti-Slavery, Non-Resistance, No Government, Equal Labor - should aim at an infinite, not at a special benefit. - Emerson, The Method Of Nature

	When the explanation of an action requires sophisticated reasoning, be sure that the action is immoral. Moral decisions are straight and simple. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The palpable truth is that the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a favored few booted and spurred, ready to ride them legitimately, by the grace of God. - Thomas Jefferson

	The great majority of men, unable to judge of any principle until its light falls on a fact, are not aware of the evil that is around them until they see it in some gross form. - Emerson, Lecture On The Times

	If a commander has assigned me to a post, which I’m expected to keep and be ready to die a thousand times rather than desert it; but if God has appointed us our duty in this place and time, we ought to desert it?, Epictetus

	God will not make himself manifest to cowards. - Emerson, The Over-Soul

	In the nature, everything is organically interconnected - everything fits, everything is in harmony. How come it’s only human life is thought of having no meaning, no purpose?, Tolstoy

	If you do not feel love for people – sit still, take care of yourself, deal with whatever you want but not with people. Once someone starts dealing with people without love - and there is no limit to brutality and atrocity against them, and suffering for yourself. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Only individuals have a sense of responsibility. - Nietzsche

	Whoever will love his life will lose it; and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. - John 12.25, New Testament

	Why make tyrant of God? Why thus put the name of the deity under the portrait of the devil? Only evil people portray God as evil. What their piety represents? Cover for their crimes. - Claude Adrien Helvétius

	I am primarily engaged to myself to be a public servant of all the gods, to demonstrate to all men that there is intelligence and good will at the heart of things. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Keep a journal: pay so much honor to the visits of Truth to your mind as to record them. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	I will trust my instincts… Good bye, Proud World. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	I believe in this life. I believe it continues. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	As long as I am here, I plainly read my duties as writ with pencil of fire. They speak not of death; they are woven of immortal thread. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Right means straight; wrong means twisted. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	This universal soul is called Reason: it is not mine, or thine, or his, but we are its; we are its property and men. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	That which intellectually considered we call Reason, considered in relation to nature, we call Spirit. Spirit is the Creator. Spirit hath life in itself. And man in all ages and countries embodies it in his language as the Father. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The corruption of man is followed by the corruption of language. Old words are perverted to stand for things which are not. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	A man's power to connect his thought with its proper symbol, and so to utter it, depends on the simplicity of his character, that is, upon his love of truth and his desire to communicate it without loss. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	In due time the fraud is manifest, and words lose all power to stimulate the affections. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	When simplicity of character and the sovereignty of ideas is broken up by the prevalence of secondary desires, - the desire of riches, of pleasure, of power, and of praise, - and duplicity and falsehood take place of simplicity and truth, the power over nature as an interpreter of the will is in a degree lost. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The country-life possesses the advantage for a powerful mind, over the artificial and curtailed life of cities. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The world is emblematic. Parts of speech are metaphors, because the whole of nature is a metaphor of the human mind. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The visible world and the relation of its parts, is the dial plate of the invisible. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	"The smallest weight may be made to lift the greatest, the difference of weight being compensated by time.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	"A rolling stone gathers no moss.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	"A cripple in the right way will beat a racer in the wrong.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	"Make hay while the sun shines.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	“It is hard to carry a full cup even.”, Ralph Waldo Emerson

	"Vinegar is the son of wine.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	“The last ounce broke the camel's back.”, Ralph Waldo Emerson

	“Long-lived trees make roots first.”, Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Every scripture is to be interpreted by the same spirit which gave it forth. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Every object rightly seen, unlocks a new faculty of the soul. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	That which was unconscious truth, becomes, when interpreted and defined in an object, a part of the domain of knowledge, - a new weapon in the magazine of power. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Nature is a discipline of the understanding in intellectual truths. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Good thoughts are no better than good dreams, unless they be executed!, Ralph Waldo Emerson

	A thing is good only so far as it serves. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Contemn the unsubstantial shows of the world; they are vanities, dreams, shadows, unrealities; seek the realities of religion. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The first and last lesson of religion is, "The things that are seen, are temporal; the things that are unseen, are eternal.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Michael Angelo said of external beauty, "It is the frail and weary weed, in which God dresses the soul which he has called into time.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The foundations of man are not in matter, but in spirit. But the element of spirit is eternity. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Man is metamorphosed into a thing, into many things… He sees his bushel and his cart, and nothing beyond, and sinks into the farmer, instead of Man on the farm. The tradesman is ridden by the routine of his craft, and the soul is subject to dollars. The priest becomes a form; the attorney a statute-book; the mechanic a machine; the sailor a rope of the ship; the scholar the delegated intellect. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The scholar is the delegated intellect. In the right state human is Man Thinking. In the degenerate state, when the victim of society, he tends to become the parrot of other men's thinking. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The old oracle said, "All things have two handles: beware of the wrong one.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	How far had the process gone of transmuting life into truth? In proportion to the completeness of the distillation, so will the purity and imperishableness of the product be. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The soul active sees absolute truth and utters truth, or creates. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Genius is always sufficiently the enemy of genius by over-influence. - Ralph Waldo Emerson

	Man Thinking must not be subdued by his instruments. Books are for the scholar's idle times. When he can read God directly, the hour is too precious to be wasted in other men's transcripts of their readings. But when the intervals of darkness come, as come they must,—when the sun is hid and the stars withdraw their shining,—we repair to the lamps which were kindled by their ray, to guide our steps to the East again, where the dawn is. We hear, that we may speak. The Arabian proverb says, "A fig tree, looking on a fig tree, becometh fruitful.", Ralph Waldo Emerson

	The difference between bodily poisons and mind poisons is that most bodily poisons have repulsive taste, while most mind poisons are irresistible. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Sufferings are necessary for spiritual growth, just as for physical. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Only invisible really exists. Everything material is only an appearance. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Nothing weakens man's powers worse than a hope that something else, aside from his own efforts, can bring him salvation and wellbeing. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Kindness of a dove is not a virtue. A dove is not more virtuous than an eagle. Virtues, and their extents, start only with efforts. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A man becomes conscious of his freedom only in the proportion to the degree in which he shifts his life from carnal existence into spiritual. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The restoration of good in us is the recovery of the purity of moral law as the supreme ground of all our maxims, according to which moral law itself is not bound to other incentives, nor subordinated to them (to inclinations) as conditions, but is the self-sufficient incentive of our acts. - Immanuel Kant, Religion within the Boundaries of Mere Reason

	The collapse of the Soviet Union and the virtual disappearance of socialist movements across the globe, the triumph of capitalism and the increasing power of those with an interest in privatization have strengthened the belief in the “miracle of the market”, the grip of market ideology, so that markets are assumed to be benevolent and even democratic. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	Entertainment is the contemporary equivalent of the Roman “games of the circus” that diverts the public from politics and generates a political apathy that is helpful to preservation of the status quo. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	People watch and read on the basis of what is readily available and intensively promoted. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	Lippmann himself, in the early 1920s, claimed propaganda had already become “a regular organ of popular government,” and was steadily increasing in sophistication and importance. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	A constant focus on victims of communism helps convince the public of enemy evil and sets the stage for intervention, subversion, support for terrorist states, an endless arms race, and military conflict—all in a noble cause. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	It is much more difficult to see a propaganda system at work where the media are private and formal censorship is absent. This is especially true where the media actively compete, periodically attack and expose corporate and governmental malfeasance, and aggressively portray themselves as spokesmen for free speech and the general community interest. What is not evident (and remains undiscussed in the media) is the limited nature of such critiques. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	It is much more difficult to see a propaganda system at work where the media are private and formal censorship is absent. This is especially true where the media actively compete, periodically attack and expose corporate and governmental malfeasance, and aggressively portray themselves as spokesmen for free speech and the general community interest. What is not evident (and remains undiscussed in the media) is the limited nature of such critiques. - Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing

Consent

	The habit of hypocrisy gradually buries honesty. - Immanuel Kant

	Fear to disrupt the unity of people. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	True well-being is achieved not by the strive for one’s own personal well-being, but by the strive for the well-being of all other people. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There is nothing more attractive than humility with kindness. But you have to seek it: it does not show off. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Beware of anything that stands between you and God – the spirit which lives in your soul. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Personality is a veil that conceals the divine being, living in every person. The more a person renounces his personality, the more the divine being is manifested in him. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Self-renunciation is not a rejection of yourself; it is only the act of rejecting your animal self. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Complete self-renunciation is godly life. Egoism with no restraints is below animal life. Reasonable life of a human being is a gradual transition from animal life toward godly life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	True life begins only from the beginning of self-renunciation. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A strive for personal well-being is only the extension of our animal being; the human life begins only from the rejection of carnal one. - Amiel, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	In the classical ages, not only there were people who voluntarily lived in tubs, and who used gravely to maintain the superiority of tub-life to town-life, but the Greeks and Latins seem to have looked on these eccentric absurd people with as much respect as we do upon large capitalists and landed proprietors. So that really, in those days, no one could be described as purse proud, but only as empty-purse proud. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	We have long confessed it with our lips, though we refuse to confess it in our lives. For half an hour every Sunday we expect a man in a black gown, supposed to be telling us truth, to address us as brethren, though we should be shocked at the notion of any brotherhood existing among us out of church. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	We can hardly read a few sentences on any political subject without crossing the phrase "paternal government," though we should be utterly horror-struck at the idea of governments claiming anything like a father's authority over us. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	An individual who conducts himself wisely must make laws for himself, which, precisely at the time they appear most irksome, it is most necessary he should obey. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Our selfishness and folly, or our virtue and prudence, are shown, not by our spending money, but by our spending it for the wrong or the right thing. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	You must weigh the value of what you ask these workers to produce for you; on its worthiness or desirableness rests the question of your kindness, and not merely on the fact of your having employed people in producing it. As long as there are cold and nakedness in the land around you, so long there can be no question at all but that splendour of dress is a crime. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Labour applied to produce luxuries will not support so many persons as labour applied to produce useful articles. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	As long as there are any who have no blankets for their beds, and no rags for their bodies, so long it is blanket-making and tailoring we must set people to work at — not making lace and cutting jewels. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	In as much as the sums exhausted for the magnificence would have given back the failing breath to many an unsheltered outcast on moor and street - they who wear it have literally entered into partnership with Death; and dressed themselves in his spoils. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	If the veil could be lifted not only from your thoughts, but from your human sight, you would see, on those gay white dresses of yours, strange dark spots, and crimson patterns that you knew not of - spots of the inextinguishable red that all the seas cannot wash away. Yes, and among the pleasant flowers that crown your fair heads, and glow on your wreathed hair, you would see that one weed was always twisted which no one thought of — the grass that grows on graves. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	All the money we spend on the forms of dress at present worn, is, so far as any good purpose is concerned, wholly lost and vanished as last year's snow. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Is there any way in which we waste money more than in building fine tombs?, Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Our respect for the dead, we show by permitting ourselves to tell any number of lies we think amiable or credible, in the epitaph. This feeling is common to the poor as well as the rich, and we all know how many a poor family will nearly ruin themselves, to testify their respect for some member of it in his coffin, whom they never much cared for when he was out of it. And how often it happens that a poor old woman will starve herself to death, in order that she may be respectably buried. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	When we die, it is the duty of those who come after us to accept this work of ours with thanks and remembrance, not thrusting it aside or tearing it down the moment they think they have no use for it. Each generation will only be happy or powerful to the pitch that it ought to be, in fulfilling these two duties to the Past and the Future. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	You know well, when you examine your own hearts, that the greater part of the sums you spend on possessions are spent for pride. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	You are not only cheating yourself when buying vanity, but you are stimulating the vanity of others; paying literally, for the cultivation of pride. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	I do not know anything more ludicrous among the self-deceptions of well-meaning people than their notion of patriotism, as requiring them to limit their efforts to the good of their own country. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The ludicrous notion of patriotism implies that what it is holy and righteous to do for people on one bank of a river, it is quite improper and unnatural to do for people on the other. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	If we, so fond of traveling in the body, would also travel a little in soul! We think it a great triumph to get our packages and our persons carried at a fast pace, but we never take the slightest trouble to put any pace into our perceptions. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	We stay usually at home in thought; if we ever mentally see the world, it is at the old stage-coach or waggon rate. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	No good work in this world was ever done for money. Nor while the slightest thought of money affected the painter's mind. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Pay your prices into the hands of living men, and do not pour them into coffins. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Wisdom stands calling at the corners of the streets, and the blessing of heaven waits ready to rain down upon us, if only we will obey the first plain principles of humanity, and the first plain precepts of the skies; "Execute true judgment, and show mercy and compassion, every man to his brother; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.", Ruskin, Unto This Last

	If you have no right to abridge any of the liberty which Providence has left to man, you have no right to punish any one for committing murder or robbery. You ought to leave them to the punishment of God and Nature. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	You cannot determine how far people have been unjust or cruel in minor matters, and therefore cannot make or execute laws concerning minor matters. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	It is impossible to regulate all minor matters by law. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Assuming that the human being is all skeleton, modern political economy founds an ossifiant theory of progress on this negation of a soul (it is convenient to consider men as actuated by no other moral influences than those which affect rats or swine). Yet it successfully proves the inconvenience of the reappearance of a soul among these corpuscular structures. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	No human actions ever were intended by the Maker of men to be guided by balances of expediency, but by balances of justice. And every man may know, and most of us do know, what is a just and unjust act. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Human being is an engine whose motive power is a Soul, the force of this very peculiar agent, as an unknown quantity, enters into all the political economist's equations, without his knowledge, and falsifies every one of their results. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The merchant is presumed to act always selfishly, to get as much for himself, and leave as little to his neighbour (or customer) as possible. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The man who does not know when to die, does not know how to live. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Our science is simply the science of getting rich. And the art of making yourself rich, in the ordinary mercantile economist's sense, is therefore equally and necessarily the art of keeping your neighbor poor. In order that he may be able to have servants, some one in his neighborhood must be poor. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	What is really desired, under the name of riches, is, essentially, power over men; in its simplest sense, the power of obtaining for our own advantage the labour of servant, tradesman, and artist; in wider sense, authority of directing large masses of the nation to various ends (good, trivial, or hurtful, according to the mind of the rich person). - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The art of becoming "rich," in the common sense, is not absolutely nor finally the art of accumulating much money for ourselves, but also of contriving that our neighbors shall have less. In accurate terms, it is "the art of establishing the maximum inequality in our own favor.", Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The circulation of wealth in a nation resembles that of the blood in the natural body. As diseased local determination of the blood involves depression of the general health of the system, all morbid local action of riches will be found ultimately to involve a weakening of the resources of the body politic. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Any given accumulation of commercial wealth may be indicative, on the one hand, of faithful industries, progressive energies, and productive ingenuities; or, on the other, it may be indicative of mortal luxury, merciless tyranny, ruinous chicane. Some treasures are heavy with human tears. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	One mass of money is the outcome of action which has created, - another, of action which has annihilated, - ten times as much in the gathering of it; such and such strong hands have been paralysed, as if they had been numbed by nightshade: so many strong men's courage broken, so many productive operations hindered; this and the other false direction given to labour, and lying image of prosperity set up. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	One thing you can certainly know, namely, whether this dealing of yours is a just and faithful one, which is all you need concern yourself about respecting it; sure thus to have done your own part in bringing about ultimately in the world a state of things which will not issue in pillage or in death. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The essence of wealth consists in its authority over men. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	This "robbing the poor because he is poor" is especially the mercantile form of theft, consisting in taking advantage of a man's necessities in order to obtain his labour or property at a reduced price. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Human law proceedings may be legal but by no means just. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The popular idea is that both the sanctity and royalty are to consist in wearing long robes and high crowns, instead of in mercy and judgment; whereas all true sanctity is saving power, as all true royalty is ruling power; and injustice is part and parcel of the denial of such power, which "makes men as the creeping things, as the fishes of the sea, that have no ruler over them.", Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Absolute justice – that of divine, not human law - is indeed no more attainable than absolute truth. The righteous man is distinguished from the unrighteous by his desire and hope of justice, as the true man from the false by his desire and hope of truth. And as much justice as we need for all practical use is attainable by all those who make it their aim. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	With respect to the mode in which the general principles affect the secure possession of property, whereas it has long been known and declared that the poor have no right to the property of the rich, I wish it also to be known and declared that the rich have no right to the property of the poor. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Nothing in history had ever been so disgraceful to human intellect as the acceptance among us of the common doctrines of political economy as a science. The real science of political economy, which has yet to be distinguished from the bastard science, as medicine from witchcraft, is that which teaches nations to desire and labour for the things that lead to life; and which teaches them to scorn and destroy the things that lead to destruction. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The writings which we (verbally) esteem as divine, not only denounce the love of money as the source of all evil, and as an idolatry abhorred of the Deity, but declare mammon service to be the accurate and irreconcileable opposite of God's service. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Whence it appears that many of the persons commonly considered wealthy, are in reality no more wealthy than the locks of their own strong boxes are; they being inherently and eternally incapable of wealth; and either as pools of dead water, or else, as mere accidental stays and impediments, acting, not as wealth, but as "illth," causing various devastation and trouble around them in all directions. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The persons who become rich are, generally speaking, industrious, resolute, proud, covetous, prompt, methodical, sensible, unimaginative, insensitive, and ignorant. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The persons who remain poor are either the entirely foolish, or the entirely wise; they are the idle, the reckless, the humble, the thoughtful, the dull, the imaginative, the sensitive, the well informed, the improvident, the irregularly and impulsively wicked, the clumsy knave, the open thief, and the entirely merciful, just, and godly person. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Whenever material gain follows exchange, for every plus there is a precisely equal minus. The advantage of one of the exchanging persons is founded on the ignorance or incapacity of the opposite person. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	As the science of exchange relates to the advantage of one of the exchanging persons only, it is founded on the ignorance or incapacity of the opposite person. It is therefore a science founded on nescience. It is the science of darkness; probably a bastard science — not by any means a divina scientia, but one begotten of another father, that father who, advising his children to turn stones into bread, is himself employed in turning bread into stones, and who, if you ask a fish of him, gives you a serpent. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	"The curse that goeth forth over all the earth upon every one that stealeth and holdeth himself guiltless." That is to say, Wickedness hidden by Dulness, and formalized, outwardly, into ponderously established cruelty. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The vital question, for individual and for nation, is, never "how much do they make?" but "to what purpose do they spend?", Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Charitable persons suppose the worst fault of the rich is to refuse the people meat; and the people cry for their meat, kept back by fraud. Alas! it is not meat of which the refusal is cruelest, or to which the claim is validest. The life is more than the meat. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The rich not only refuse food to the poor; they refuse wisdom; they refuse virtue; they refuse salvation. Ye sheep without shepherd, it is not the pasture that has been shut from you, but the presence. Meat! perhaps your right to that may be pleadable; but other rights have to be pleaded first. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Claim your crumbs from the table, if you will; but claim them as children, not as dogs; claim your right to be fed, but claim more loudly your right to be holy, perfect, and pure. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Strange words to be used of working people: "What! holy; without any long robes nor anointing oils; these rough-jacketed, rough-worded persons set to nameless and dishonoured service? Perfect! - these, with dim eyes and cramped limbs, and slowly wakening minds? Pure! - these, with sensual desire and grovelling thought; foul of body, and coarse of soul?"

It may be so; nevertheless, such as they are, they are the holiest, perfectest, purest persons the earth can at present show. They may be what you have said; but if so, they yet are holier than we, who have left them thus. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Man doth not live by bread only, but also by the desert manna; by every wondrous word and unknowable work of God. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	We continually hear it recommended by sagacious people to complaining neighbours (usually less well placed in the world than themselves), that they should "remain content in the station in which Providence has placed them." There are perhaps some circumstances of life in which Providence has no intention that people should be content. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	We need examples of people who, leaving Heaven to decide whether they are to rise in the world, decide for themselves that they will be happy in it, and have resolved to seek - not greater wealth, but simpler pleasure; not higher fortune, but deeper felicity; making the first of possessions, self-possession; and honouring themselves in the harmless pride and calm pursuits of peace. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The fruit of justice is "sown in peace of them that make peace"; but not "peace-makers" in the common understanding - reconcilers of quarrels; but peace-Creators; Givers of Calm. Which you cannot give, unless you first gain; nor is this gain one which will follow assuredly on any course of business, commonly so called. No form of gain is less probable, business being essentially restless, contentious, having a raven-like mind to the motion to and fro, as to the carrion food. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	All true economy is "Law of the house." Strive to make that law strict, simple, generous: waste nothing, and grudge nothing. Care in nowise to make more of money, but care to make much of it. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	In all buying, consider, first, what condition of existence you cause in the producers of what you buy; secondly, whether the sum you have paid is just to the producer, and in due proportion lodged in his hands. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	The sum of enjoyment depending not on the quantity of things tasted, but on the vivacity and patience of taste. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Make sure the thing at least, not be a luxurious one: consider if we saw clearly at our sides the suffering which accompanies it in the world. Raise the veil boldly; face the light; and if the light of the eye can only be through tears. - Ruskin, Unto This Last

	Our age is retrospective. It builds the sepulchres of the fathers. - Emerson, Nature

	To go into solitude, a man needs to retire as much from his chamber as from society. - Emerson, Nature

	To speak truly, few adult persons can see nature. Most persons do not see the sun. - Emerson, Nature

	The unspeakable but intelligible and practicable meaning of the world conveyed to man, the immortal pupil, in every object of sense. - Emerson, Nature

	"The problem of philosophy," according to Plato, "is, for all that exists conditionally, to find a ground unconditioned and absolute.", Emerson, Nature

	In inquiries respecting the laws of the world and the frame of things, the highest reason is always the truest. - Emerson, Nature

	Wisdom is to see the miraculous in the common. - Emerson, Nature

	Fear always springs from ignorance. - Emerson, American Scholar

	It is a shame to a scholar if his tranquility, amid dangerous times, arise from the presumption that like children and women his is a protected class; or if he seek a temporary peace by the diversion of his thoughts from politics or vexed questions, hiding his head like an ostrich in the flowering bushes, peeping into microscopes, and turning rhymes, as a boy whistles to keep his courage up. So is the danger a danger still; so is the fear worse. - Emerson, American Scholar

	Manlike let him turn and face the fear. Let him look into its eye and search its nature, inspect its origin, see the whelping of this lion, which lies no great way back; he will then find in himself a perfect comprehension of its nature and extent; he will have made his hands meet on the other side, and can hence forth defy it and pass on superior. - Emerson, American Scholar

	The world is his who can see through its pretension. What deafness, what stone-blind custom, what over grown error you behold is there only by sufferance, by your sufferance. See it to be a lie, and you have already dealt it its mortal blow. - Emerson, American Scholar

	Not he is great who can alter matter, but he who can alter my state of mind. - Emerson, American Scholar

	I believe man has been wronged; he has wronged himself. He has almost lost the light that can lead him back to his prerogatives. Men are become of no account. Men in history, men in the world of to-day, are bugs, are spawn, and are called "the mass" and "the herd.", Emerson, American Scholar

	It is one soul which animates all men. - Emerson, American Scholar

	Man is surprised to find that things near are not less beautiful and wondrous than things remote. - Emerson, American Scholar

	If there be one lesson more than another which should pierce man’s ear, it is, The world is no thing, the man is all; in yourself is the law of all nature. - Emerson, American Scholar

	When a man’s heart and mind open to the sentiment of virtue, he is instructed in what is above him. He learns that his being is without bound; that to the good, to the perfect, he is born, low as he now lies in evil and weakness. That which he venerates is still his own, though he has not realized it yet. He ought. - Emerson, An Address

	When a man attains to say, “I love the Right; Truth is beautiful within and without for evermore. Virtue, I am yours; save me; use me; your will I serve, day and night, in great, in small, that I may be not virtuous, but virtue;“ then is the end of the creation answered, and God is well pleased. - Emerson, An Address

	Divine laws refuse to be adequately stated. They will not be written out on paper, or spoken by the tongue. They elude our persevering thought; yet we read them hourly in each other's faces, in each other's actions, in our own remorse. , Emerson, An Address

	The intuition of the moral sentiment is an insight of the perfection of the laws of the soul. - Emerson, An Address

	The laws of the soul execute themselves. They are not subject to circumstance. - Emerson, An Address

	In the soul of man there is a justice whose retributions are instant and entire. He who does a good deed is instantly ennobled. He who does a mean deed is by the action itself contracted. He who puts off impurity, thereby puts on purity. - Emerson, An Address

	If a man is at heart just, then in so far is he God; the safety of God, the immortality of God, the majesty of God do enter into that man with justice. - Emerson, An Address

	If a man dissemble, deceive, he deceives himself, and goes out of acquaintance with his own being. - Emerson, An Address

	A man in the view of absolute goodness, adores, with total humility. Every step so downward, is a step upward. The man who renounces himself, comes to himself. - Emerson, An Address

	Fooled me once – shame on you!

Fooled me twice – shame on me!

	True religion is such an established attitude of man to the surrounding him infinite life which ties his life with this infinity and guides his conduct. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The essence of religion is to answer the questions, Why do I live? and How do I relate to the surrounding me infinite world?, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Human life without faith is the life of an animal. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If you don’t have power to produce and distribute the light, at least don’t obscure it. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	I am weighed down, and I’m asking God to help me. But then it’s my duty to serve God, not His to serve me. As soon as I remember that, I’m lightened up. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When you fancy the purpose of life in your own enjoyment, life becomes cruel nonsense. Embrace the wisdom of humanity, your own wisdom, and what your own heart tells you: that the purpose of life is only in serving Him who sent you into this world, and your life will become a constant joy. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Doing good involves efforts; but even more efforts are required to withstand evil. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It’s not by satisfying idle desires that serenity is achieved, but by freeing yourself of such desires. - Epictetus, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Kindness is essential in relationships with people. If you are not kind to a person, you are not fulfilling your major duty. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Need to be kind with every person, whoever he might be, and not require from him, which he can't do, to became a different person. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	How much we suffered because of what has happened, but only could happen. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Don’t despise anyone, suppress in your heart all unkind judgements and suspicions in somebody’s malevolence; always justify other people's actions and words to yourself in the light of their best intentions. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Holy man doesn't have rigid heart. He adapts his heart to the hearts of all people. He regards virtuous man as virtuous, and vicious man - as capable to virtue. - Eastern wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The more thoughtful and kind a person is, the more kindness he sees in others. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Kindness makes life more beautiful; it resolves contradictions, makes complicated clear, difficult - easy, gloomy - joyful. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Watch out for two equally pernicious superstitions: 1) the superstition of theologians, which teaches that God can be expressed in words, and 2) the superstition of science, which assumes that the divine power can be explained by scientific examinations. - Ruskin, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The real knowledge is acquired by own thought efforts and not by memory. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Only when we forget what we were taught do we start to acquire real knowledge. - Thoreau, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	An incessant inflow of thoughts by others detain and choke your own thinking. After prolonged period of time, they completely weaken the power of your own thought, unless it is highly resilient to withstand that unnatural influx. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is even harmful to read about a subject before having pondered about it by yourself. Because, along with the new material, someone else's point of view and attitude toward it sneak in. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is typical for man, out of laziness or indifference, to avoid the efforts of thinking, and rather accept ready notions. After that, it becomes especially difficult to discover your own, new, idea. That is why scientists so infrequently show any autonomous thoughts. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There are people who, once persuaded that all life questions are being already resolved and all religious laws established, give themselves in the hands of people who take such decision making and establishment of the laws upon themselves.

Why care about something what others strongly feel is their intrinsic duty? Their part is then to be pleasantly spending time, filling their days with pleasures and entertainments and, thus, rocking themselves down to sleep in pleasant dreams, for years ahead.

The result of such dull complacency is the lack of aspiration in people to re-assess that what they are being influenced with.

I am afraid that such slavish imprint of the iron yoke, created by their blind faith, will remain on their necks for long time. - Milton, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	From the moment man has abandoned his moral independence, - started determining his duty not according to his inner voice but according to the views of a social circle or a party, disregarded his personal responsibility because he is only one of millions, - he has lost his strength and now expects from people that what only God can do, and puts what humans dictate in place of divine power. - Channing, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Don’t think you can find peace for your soul without faith. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	To love those who you like doesn’t mean to love. True love is when you love in another person the same God that is in yourself. By that kind of love you love not only your relatives or those who love you, but you love people who are unpleasant, angry, or who hate you. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	To love those people, you must remember that the person you’re dealing with has the same God spirit in him that is in you. If you remember this, you’ll understand how you should treat them. And if you understand, you'll love them. And once you love them with this love, such love will give you more joy than the love for those who love you. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	What makes us different than dogs, and animals, and cats, and spiders, and alligators? What make us different from all of the life forms? The ability to think, the ability to use your mind, the ability to process ideas! And not just to operate by instinct!, Jim Rohn

	To complete the course of life, human being needs nothing but the trust in goodness. Be yourself in order, and leave to God the untangling of the web of the world and its destinies. - Amiel, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	To have true faith, you must cultivate it in yourself. To cultivate it, you must do the works of faith. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The works of faith are not in heroic acts but in deeds that are unnoticeable, trivial, yet performed solely for God’s sake. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	"Each one will have to die alone," said Pascal. And the true life is only that which you live alone before God, and not before people. , Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Love is not the main beginning of our life. Love is a consequence, not a cause. The reason for love is the consciousness in yourself of some Godly, spiritual source. This consciousness requires love and produces love. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The greatest significance of the teaching of Christ is in the asserting the direct communication of human being (God’s son) with God (the Father). - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	You ask, what is the main character trait of Christ. I answer that it is his confidence in the greatness of the human soul. He saw in a person a reflection and image of deity and therefore he loved human being, whoever he was, regardless of the conditions of his life or his character. Jesus looked at people with eyes piercing material shell - body disappeared before him. He looked through the outfits of a rich and through the rags of a poor man straight into the soul of the person. And in there, amid the darkness of ignorance and stains of sin, he found the rudiments of power and perfection that can be developed endlessly – his spiritual, immortal, nature. In the low, fallen man, he saw a creature that can transform into an angel of light. More than that: he felt that there is nothing in him that could not be developed in any other human being. - Channing, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Beware of whatever gets in between you and God – the spirit, living in your soul. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Human life is in bringing the unreasonable in own life to the reasonable. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The duty of all teachers of mankind must have been not to hide the evil of all that there is unreasonable, and to clearly demonstrate the benefits of the reasonable life. And that’s where those who don't go to the light (because their deeds are evil) take the Moses’ seat. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	People not only do not try to understand the folly of the life they live, but on the contrary, do all possible to hide its madness, and to undermine the credibility of sensible life that they should have lived. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	For that, they maintain: police and army, criminal laws and prisons, shelters for children and charities for the elderly, foster homes and brothels, mad houses, hospitals, insurance companies, and all the mandatory, educational institutions, organized on forcibly collected means, and institutions for juvenile offenders, along with many others. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Fatally, each of these institutions, in addition to hiding the evil, breeds new evil, and increases uncontrollably, like a snowball, the evil that it is meant to eliminate. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If only one thousandth of the efforts used to establish all that which hides the evil, and yet only increases it, would be used to counteract that what all these institutions are hiding, then this evil, which became obvious to us, would quickly disappear. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Renounce yourself, accept the cup given you, with its honey and its gall, as it comes. Bring God down into your heart. Embalm your soul in Him now, make within you a temple for the Holy Spirit, be diligent in good works, make others happier and better.

Put personal ambition away from you, and then you will find consolation in living or in dying, whatever may happen to you. - Amiel, Journal

	I am astounded at the incredible amount of Judaism and formalism which still exists centuries after Christ’s protest against a dead symbolism. Redemption, eternal life, divinity, humanity, propitiation, incarnation, judgment, Satan, heaven and hell—all these beliefs have been materialized and coarsened. - Amiel, Journal

	Christian boldness and Christian liberty must be reconquered; it is the church which is heretical, the church whose sight is troubled and her heart timid. - Amiel, Journal

	Each man enters into God so much as God enters into him, or as Angelus said, “the eye by which I see God is the same eye by which He sees me.” Christianity, if it is to triumph over pantheism, must absorb it. - Amiel, Journal

	Regardless to our pusillanimous view, Jesus confirmed the Biblical phrase “ye are gods,” and so St. Paul, who tells us that we are of “the race of God.”, Amiel, Journal

	Heroism is the brilliant triumph of the soul over the flesh - that is to say, over fear: fear of poverty, of suffering, of calumny, of sickness, of isolation, and of death. There is no serious virtue without heroism. Heroism is the dazzling and glorious concentration of courage. - Amiel, Journal

	The senses deceive reason through false appearances, and they trick the soul. The senses are disturbed by passions, which produce false impressions. - Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	Fame is so sweet that we love anything with which we connect it, even death. - Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	Typical carnal men's condition: inconstancy, boredom, anxiety. - Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	Take away their diversion and you will see them bored to extinction. Then they feel their nullity without recognizing it, for nothing could be more wretched than to be intolerably depressed as soon as one is reduced to introspection with no means of diversion. - Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	Anyone who does not see the vanity of the world is very vain himself. Who does not see it, apart from young people whose lives are all noise, diversions, and thoughts for the future?, Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	How vain painting is, exciting admiration by its resemblance to things of which we do not admire the originals!, Blaise Pascal, Pensées

	To speak and act truthfully, consistently, at all times, is just as difficult and just as courageous as to act despite the threats and repercussions. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Strangely enough, compared to the great number of people defending truth at the cost of their own welfare, at the cost of their own life, there are so few people who'd stand for it at the cost of little daily disturbance. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Sciences, like anything that is conceited, are hostile not only to religion, but also to truth. True science must not only be not hostile to religion, but must pave the path for those who broadcast truth to the world. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	We must be ready to change our views, abandon old attitudes, and assimilate new. We need to get rid of prejudices, and reason with completely free mind. Sailor, who will ignore wind changes and keep his sails the same, will never reach the harbor. - Henry George, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	You can’t expect to get rid of evil by means of change in the outer form of our life, like any violent reform; that can only be achieved by spreading kindness and reasonableness. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Don't trust people who establish themselves between you and God, so that their shadow hide Him from you. These people have evil intentions. Because liberating power comes only from God, and because all uniting love comes only from God. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	It would be nice if wisdom had such property, so that it could be poured from the person who is full of it into the one who is lacking, as water is poured from one vessel into another until both are even. But the problem is, to perceive someone else's wisdom, individual work is necessary first of all. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	If you can teach a person goodness and do not do it - you lose a brother. - Chinese proverb, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The scholar is who knows a lot from books; cultured is the one who has assimilated the most wide spread knowledge and techniques of his time; enlightened is who understands the meaning of his life. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	There is countless number of subjects to study. But without knowledge of what is the purpose and well-being of all people, it’s impossible to make right choice among the infinite number of subjects. Therefore, without that chief knowledge, all other knowledges and arts become, just as they have become in our so-called-Christian world, idle and harmful entertainment. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The only reason for the craziness of the life, that people of our time lead contrary to the principles of the best people of all times, is that young generations are taught many the most difficult subjects: about the position of celestial bodies, about the State of the Earth for millions of years, about the origin of organisms etc. The only subject they do not study is that which everyone needs at all times, - which is What is the meaning of human life? and How to live it? and What the wisest men of all times thought about this question? and What they have decided on it? Not only do the young generation of our world not learn about that, but instead they learn obvious nonsense, in which the teachers don’t believe themselves. The whole structure of our life is founded on inflated air bubbles instead of stone. How not to fall for such building?, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	It’s common nowadays to see people who consider themselves scientists, educated and enlightened, knowing countless unnecessary things, at the same time rusting in the deepest ignorance, not only not knowing the meaning of their life, but being proud of their ignorance. Conversely, it’s just as common to meet among uneducated and illiterate, who know nothing about the chemical table, parallaxes and the properties of radium, people truly enlightened, knowing the meaning in their life and not being arrogant about it but just feeling sorry for those allegedly enlightened ones who, because of their limitless self-confidence, make their boundless ignorance unbreakable. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The single needful that science should provide is the knowledge of how people should live. This knowledge is obtainable to all. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	The government taxes have the most terrible effect upon public morals. Our revenue laws might as well be entitled, “Acts to promote the corruption of public officials, to suppress honesty and encourage fraud, to promote perjury, and to divorce law from justice.” This is their true character, and they succeed admirably. - Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	The common mistake all good people of our time make is that, by politely stretching their hands to the evil, by supporting them in their evil, and often even helping them, they hope to ward off the consequences of that evil, trying indirectly to fix the harm they have caused.

In the morning they, to satisfy the urges of their hearts, help two or three devastated families in need, but in the evening they dine with those who destroy those families, envy that rich profiteer who had ravaged two or three thousand people, and prepare to follow his example. Thus, in a few hours they destroy more than are able to fix in decades. At best, vainly, they’re trying to feed the starving in the rear of the all-destroying army, while are aiding to increase the size of the army and the speed of its penetration. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	It is hard on my heart. For my entire long life, I’ve made nobody happy: neither my friends, nor my family, nor even myself. I’ve done a lot of evil... I was the originator of three big wars. I made more than 800,000 people killed on the battlefields; mothers, brothers, widows are mourning them now... All this stands between God and me. - Bismarck, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Only he lives free life who sees joy in performing his Duty, who thought out the Path he has to go through in life; who obeys the Moral Law not out of fear but respects and obeys it because he considers it necessary; who has no other authority over him except his own spirit and judgement. - Cicero, Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	If man is only a bodily substance, then death is the end of everything. If the man is a spiritual being and the body is only a limitation of the spiritual being, then death is only a change. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	Our body restraints that divine, spiritual beginning, which we call the soul. This restraint gives shape to the divine origin, like vessel gives the form to liquid or gas in it. When vessel is broken down, its content ceases to maintain the form that it had, and spills out. Does it connect with other substances? Does it receive another, new form? - We do not know any of that, but we certainly know what it loses the form it had in its restriction, because that what limited it, was destroyed. But we cannot know anything about what that which was restrained will become. The soul after death becomes something else – of which we cannot rationalize. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	I love my garden, love reading a book, love to play with children. When I die, I’ll lose all that; that’s why I don't want to die and fear death. If my whole life consists only of these temporary, worldly desires and of their satisfaction, then I can’t help but fear what ends my desires.

But if the desires and their satisfaction has changed in me for another desire, to fulfill the will of God and to submit to Him – in the state I am now, and in all other states I will take, - then the more I replace my will with the will of God, the less death terrifies me, and the less it exists for me.

Once I completely replace my desires of benefiting my own personality with the desire of fulfilling the will of God, nothing else will be there for me but life.

To replace all worldly, temporal, with eternal is the path of life; we should walk this path and not another. How? Each one of us knows that inside our own soul. - Tolstoy, Thoughts of wise people for every day

	What is the meaning of life inevitably bounded by death? To me, it seems intelligible only as an avenue to another life. - Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	Why do you torture yourself? You desire well-being, but don’t how to reach it. Know that only he who will sacrifice his life, can receive life. You can't reach anything without God. You are tossing and turning in your bed of suffering, and what have you attained? Once you have eliminated several oppressors, others appeared, even worse than the earlier ones. Once you have abolished the laws of slavery, you were given new laws of blood and newer laws of slavery. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Don't believe people who insert themselves between you and God, so that their shadow would hide Him from you. These people have bad intentions. Because the liberating power comes only from God, because only from God comes love connecting. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	What can the person, who is guided by only in his own thought and acts of his will, do for you? If he has good intentions and wants only good, he will still give you his own will instead of the Law, and his own thoughts instead of the Rules. All the oppressors do that. It's not worth destroying anything just to replace one violence for another. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The Kingdom of God is the kingdom of justice in the minds and mercy in the hearts; it is based on the belief in the Law proclaimed by Jesus Christ, the Law of Mercy, the Law of Justice. The Law of Justice teaches that all people are equal before God, the Father. The Law of Mercy teaches love and assistance to each other as sons of one Father. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When people (your Government) tell you "Before us, nobody knew what justice is; fairness comes only from us, trust us, and we will arrange a justice that will satisfy you," - these people deceive you or, even if they sincerely have their best intentions in mind, they deceive themselves. That’s because they still want you to recognize them as their masters, and then your FREEDOM will end up being OBEDIENCE to these new masters. Answer them that you have only God as your master, and you don't want another, and God will set you free. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A single person must not kill. If he kills, he is a criminal, he is a killer. Two, ten, a hundred people, if they do that, they're murderers. But a government or a nation can kill as many as they want, and that is not becoming a murder, but considered being a good, kind act. Just gather more people - and the massacre of tens of thousands of people becomes an innocent affair. Exactly how many people are necessary to change this perception? That is the question.

The same way, one cannot steal or rob, but an entire nation can. Exactly how many do you need for this?

Why one, ten, a hundred people must not violate the laws of God, but very many can?, Adin Ballou, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	What is military service? Here’s what it is. As soon as a young man grew up, grew strong, and is able to help their parents, he is taken into the reception, and told to undress. They examine him, and then bid him to swear on cross and on the Gospel that he will be obey his superiors in everything they tell, and will kill anybody whom he will be told to kill. Once he has completed that order, which is contrary to his own reason, conscience, and even to the letter of the law of Christ, expressed in the Gospel he swore on, he is dressed in a uniform, given a weapon, taught to shoot, and is send to kill people, his brothers. People whom he is told to kill have done nothing bad to him; he has never even seen them. But he shoots them, because he vowed to do so on the Gospel – the same Gospel that teaches that he mustn’t swear, and mustn’t not only kill, but even be angry at a brother. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Military service by and large corrupts people, places those who enters it in a conditions of complete idleness, i.e. total lack of reasonable and useful work. And, while it excuses them from fulfilling the common human duties, it even substitutes them with only honoring their regiment, uniform, and banner; it gives them unlimited power over other people on one hand, and binds to slave submissiveness to the superiors on the other.

Especially depraving effect of the military role is their idle, degenerate life. Clearly, when not a military man leads such a life, he at heart cannot be not ashamed of it. Yet, military people take that as a norm; they are getting proud and boast of such life, especially during wartime. "We are ready to sacrifice our lives at war, and that is why such a careless, cheery life is not only justified, but is necessary for us. And that’s what we lead.", Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Narrow is the path that leads to life, and few find it. Few find it because the majority goes by wide path, by which all go. But the right path is narrow, for one person only. And in order to find it, need to go not with the crowd but after those individuals like Jesus, Socrates, Confucius, Buddha, …, who, one by one, were paving the same narrow road for themselves and for each of us. - Lucy A. Mallory, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There is knowledge necessary to every human. Until a human has learned that knowledge, all other knowledges will be harmful to him. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Socrates always pointed out to his students that proper education must limit each science so certain level that should not be exceeded.

In geometry, he told, it is sufficient to know how to properly measure a piece of land which you’re selling or buying, or to split an inheritance, or to be able to distribute the work among your workers. "It's so easy," he told, "that with little efforts you will not have difficulties with any measurement, even if you have to measure the whole earth". But Socrates did not approve deep pursuits in this science, because those efforts will not be useful for anything, and although he personally was familiar with them, he told that they could take the entire human life and distract the person from other useful knowledge.

In astronomy, he found desirable to know only enough to be able, by the signs on the sky, to recognize the hours of night and day, seasons, to be capable to keep the direction on land or in the sea, and change the watchmen. "This science is so easy," he added, “that it is available to any hunter, mariner, and generally to anyone who wants to apply it.” But the further exploration of various orbits, passed by celestial bodies, count the number of planets and stars and their distances from Earth, their movements and changes, - that he disapproved because he didn’t see use in them.

He was of such low opinion of them not out of ignorance, because he studied these sciences himself, but because he did not want these superfluous pursuits to consume time and efforts that could be used for the most important for human: his moral perfection. - Xenophon, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Woe to scientists who collect knowledge, woe to self-righteous philosophers, to insatiable researchers. While these heinous wealthy people celebrate each day on their intellectual feasts, Lazarus is constantly hungry. They are full with that which is nothing, because their vain knowledge does not help neither inner nor the social improvement. - François Fénelon, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Applied science, when exploited for its own sake, without a guiding philosophical thought, is like a face without eyes. It represents one of the activities that are suitable only for average intellect that is lacking higher gifts, which would only be obstacles for such pedantic studies. People with these average abilities focus all their energy and all their skills on a single limited scientific field, so that they can achieve possibly fuller knowledge in it, provided their complete ignorance in all other areas. They can be compared with workers in a watch factory, some of whom make only wheels, others – only spring, third - only chains. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It’s better to know several laws of life, than to learn numerous useless sciences. The life laws will keep you from evil and will direct you toward good; while the knowledge of the vain sciences will only lead you to the temptation of pride and will hinder you from clear understanding of the laws of life that you need. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Beware of not the lack of knowledge, but of false knowledge. It’s better to know nothing than to regard false as truth. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	First, leave plundering, and then give alms. Keep your hands away from extortion, and only then stretch them with donations. If we, with the same hands, will strip off one and clothe another, then the charity will become a cause to crime. It is better not to give alms than to provide such charity. - Ioann Zlatoust, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Nothing shows so clearly the cruelty of the wealthy than their attempts at charity. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The first rule of wisdom is to know yourself, although it's the hardest.

Similarly, the first rule of mercy is to get yourself satisfied with little, although it is also difficult.

Only such contented and appeased person can get strong enough to help others. - John Ruskin, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When you firmly believe and remember that at any moment you will have to discard your outer shell, your body, i.e. to die, it will become easier for you to keep justice and act truthfully, easier to submit to your destiny.

Think only how not to retreat from truth in each situation that will present itself to you today, and how to go serenely through anything that is fallen onto you.

Live that way – and you will not only accept calmly all sorts of human judgements, accusations, assaults, - you won’t even think about them; and all the disasters will seem to you not important, because, by living this way, all your desires will merge into one – to carry out the will of God. And that you can always do. - Marcus Aurelius, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The more a person pampers himself, the more does he safeguard his life, the weaker he becomes, and the more he is tied. The opposite is also true: the less the person looks after himself and the less he is obsessed with himself, less he pities himself, the stronger he is and thus freer. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The best minds, loving the truth, aren’t concerned about proprietary rights to it. They take the truth appreciatively everywhere they find it, and do not stamp trademarks of somebody’s name on it, because this truth is from time immemorial, from eternity, already belonged to them. - Emerson, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is wrong to hide bad deeds, but even worse to do them openly, taking pride in them. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Nothing better indicates the height of person’s moral perfection than what he is ashamed of and what he is not. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life is neither suffering nor enjoyment but a business that we are obliged to diligently carry out till the end. - Tocqueville, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Only he does not believe in immortality who has never seriously thought about death. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Two kinds of people get to know God: 1) with a humble heart, regardless whether they are smart or not, and 2) truly wise people. Only people proud and of average mind do not know God. - Pascal, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	You ask, How to attain freedom? For that you have to learn to distinguish good from evil yourself, rather than being guided by the crowd [especially that 99% of “public opinion” is fabricated]. - Seneca, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The act of true goodness has nothing to do with physical, carnal aid. The carnal gratification that accompanies the fulfillment of moral law only harms human soul.

The highest spiritual growth is achieved in the conditions of suffering occurring in the conflict between moral good and material good.

- OR –

The act of true goodness has nothing to do with material, worldly, welfare. When material help concurs with the execution of moral law, it injures human soul. The highest spiritual growth is achieved in the conditions of suffering which is produced by the conflict between moral good and material good.

- OR –

The fulfillment of the law of kindness has nothing to do with material, worldly, good. The material welfare that coincides with fulfillment of the Law, harms human soul. But the highest spiritual growth is achieved in the conditions of contradiction between moral good and material good that produce suffering. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	We must see and feel the broad distance between the spiritual life within us and the vegetable or animal life which acts around us. I cannot love the flower, however beautiful, with a disinterested affection which will make me sacrifice to it my own prosperity; you will in vain exhort me to attach myself, with my whole strength of affection, to the inferior animals, however useful or attractive. And why not? They want the capacity of truth, virtue, and progress. - Channing, William Ellery, Honor due to all men

	A human being deserves a different affection from what we bestow on inferior creatures, for he has a rational and moral nature. And the only way to love him aright is to catch some glimpse of this immortal power within him. Until this is done, all charity is little more than instinct. - Channing, William Ellery, Honor due to all men

	I wish nothing for the future, for I know that everything will turn out well. I don’t wish for people’s appraisals, either, because I know that my purpose is not in love of people for me, but in my love for them - love in deeds, in words, in thoughts. - Tolstoy, Prayer

	Is it not debasing man’s nature, whose liberty being his noblest faculty; is it not placing him on the level of beasts that are slaves to instinct; is it not an affront to the Creator of his being WHEN MAN RENOUNCES without reserve the most precious of all His gifts, and GIVES IN TO THE NECESSITY OF COMMITTING ALL THE CRIMES He has forbidden in order to please a cruel or insane master; and if the sublime Creator ought to be more angered at seeing His finest creation destroyed than dishonored. - Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discourse On The Origin And Foundations Of Inequality Among Men

	Rule #1. Whoever is searching after truth must, once in his life, doubt all things, as far as possible.

Rule #2. Doubtful things must furthermore be held to be false. - Rene Descartes, Of The Principles of Human Knowledge

	Our Father - He above all - is the great misunderstood, the least comprehended. - Henri-Frédéric Amiel, Journal

	Alas! alas! never to tire, never to grow cold; to be patient, sympathetic, tender; to look for the budding flower and the opening heart; to hope always, like God; to love always - this is duty. - Henri-Frédéric Amiel, Journal

	The sins of our trade belong to no class, to no individual. One plucks, one distributes, one eats. Everybody partakes, everybody confesses, with cap and knee volunteers his confession, yet none feels himself accountable. He did not create the abuse; he cannot alter it. What is he? an obscure private person who must get his bread. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	If only people always told what they think, and never told what they do not think! The hatred and enmity of nation to nation, people to people, promoted by the governments, would have ceased to exist, and most importantly, the respect for authorities would pass away, together with giving away of the works of own labor and obedience to them, - all for which there is no reason rather than illusory protection. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	If only people understood what terrific power is given to them in a word expressing the truth!, Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	If only people didn’t sell their seniority for a lentil soup!, Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	If only the heart of an individual would not be confused by the temptations with which the government constantly seduces him, and not be frightened by the imaginary fears that it scares him with. - Tolstoy, Patriotism and Christianity

	If only the heart of an individual would not be confused by the temptations with which the government constantly seduces him, and not be frightened by the imaginary fears that it scares him with. - Channing, The evidences of revealed religion

	Stay under the dominion of your own wild thoughts, and don’t harness yourself in the team of society to drag you with us all in the ruts of custom; see how paltry is all this faithless generation, and what a house of cards their institutions are; and realize what one brave man, what one great thought executed might effect. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	We cannot construct heavenly society you prate of out of foolish, sick, selfish men and women, such as we know them to be. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	The believer beholds his heaven to be possible by men transfigured and raised above themselves by the power of principles. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	The benefactors hope to raise man by improving his circumstances: by combination of that which is dead they hope to make something alive. In vain.

By new infusions alone of the spirit by which he is made and directed, can he be re-made and reinforced. - Emerson, Lecture On The Times

	Give the slave the least elevation of religious sentiment, and he is no slave. - Emerson, Lecture On The Times

	Instead of that reliance which the soul suggests, on the eternity of truth and duty, men are misled into a reliance on institutions. - Emerson, The Conservative

	I cannot thank your law for my protection. I protect it. It is not in its power to protect me. It is my business to make myself revered. I depend on my honor, my labor, and my dispositions for my place in the affections of mankind, and not on any conventions or parchments of yours. - Emerson, The Conservative

	The law acts then as a screen of his unworthiness, and makes him worse the longer it protects him. - Emerson, The Conservative

	When the spirit is not master of the world, then it is its dupe. Yet the little man takes the great hoax so innocently, works in it so headlong and believing, is born red, and dies gray, arranging his toilet, attending on his own health, laying traps for sweet food and strong wine, setting his heart on a horse or a rifle, made happy with a little gossip or a little praise, that the great soul cannot choose but laugh at such earnest nonsense. - Emerson, Heroism

	We need to exercise the soul by assuming the penalties of abstinence, of debt, of solitude, of unpopularity.

It also behooves the wise man to look with a bold eye into those rarer dangers which sometimes invade men, and to familiarize himself with disgusting forms of disease, with sounds of execration, and the vision of violent death. - Emerson, Heroism

	When we have broken our god of tradition and ceased from our god of rhetoric, then may God fire the heart with his presence. - Emerson, The Over-Soul

	The reliance on authority measures the decline of religion, the withdrawal of the soul. - Emerson, The Over-Soul

	It is in this class - the ignorant and the poor - may be found those who have withstood the severest temptation, who have practised the most arduous duties, who have confided in God under the heaviest trials, who have been most wronged and have forgiven most; and these are the great, the exalted. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	Only when we master taking advantage of each moment and bring in each moment the consciousness of our spirituality, the most insignificant duty won't seem too low for us, and we can be assured of our eternity. - Martineau, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The happiest person is that who for his existence requires little from the outside or nothing at all. The delivery from outside comes with high cost, generates dependence, entails risk, causes dissatisfaction, and ultimately serves as a poor substitute to the produce of your own soil. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Не who begins by loving Christianity better than Truth, will proceed by loving his own Sect or Church better than Christianity, and ends in loving himself better than all. - Coleridge, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Action is but coarsened thought. When thought is unconscious spontaneity, you have simple and obscure action; when it is conscious, intelligent and moral action. - Amiel, Journal

	It is not history which teaches conscience to be honest; it is the conscience which educates history. The soul moralizes the past in order not to be demoralized by it. - Amiel, Journal

	And whoever shall cause one of these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it were better for him if a great millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. - Mark 9.42, Christ, New Testament

	If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off: it is good for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having your two hands to perish. - Mark 9.43, Christ, New Testament

	And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off: it is good for you to enter into life halt, rather than having your two feet to be cast into death. - Mark 9.45, Christ, New Testament

	And if your eye cause you to stumble, cast it out: it is good for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into oblivion. - Mark 9.47, Christ, New Testament

	If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. - John 15.20, Christ, New Testament

	Heaven berates us for our sins, and world - for our virtues. - Talmud, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. [Meaning don’t get attached to your possessions!], Matthew 16.19, Christ, New Testament

	Hurry to change your understanding of life, or you shall all likewise perish!, Luke 13.5, Christ, New Testament

	We are in constant danger of being spoiled of our moral judgment, and of our power over ourselves; and, in losing these, we lose the chief prerogatives of spiritual beings. We sink, as far as mind can sink, into the world of matter. - Channing, Remarks on education

	The propensity most severely condemned by Christ, is yet the most frequent infirmity of his followers, — we mean the propensity to rule, to tyrannize, to war with the freedom of their equals, to make themselves standards for other minds, to be lawgivers, instead of brethren and friends, to their race. - Channing, Remarks on education

	Charitable associations, which weaken in men the motives to exertion, which offer a bounty to idleness, or make beggary as profitable as labor, are great calamities to society, and peculiarly calamitous to those whom they relieve. - Channing, Remarks on education

	Associations have tendency to fetter men, to repress energy, to injure the free action of individuals and society, and because this tendency lurks, and is to be guarded against, even in good institutions. - Channing, Remarks on education

	From the nature of things, public opinion is often unjust. - Channing, Remarks on education

	Men should do right more and more from their own minds, and less and less from imitation, from a foreign impulse, from sympathy with a crowd… Would you do good according to the gospel? Do it secretly, silently; so silently, that the left hand will not know what the right hand doeth. - Channing, Remarks on education

	Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	I am ashamed to think how easily we capitulate to badges and names, to large societies and dead institutions. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Men do what is called a good action, as some piece of courage or charity, much as they would pay a fine in expiation of daily non-appearance on parade. Their works are done as an apology or extenuation of their living in the world, as invalids and the insane pay a high board. Their virtues are penances. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	We lie in the lap of immense intelligence, which makes us receivers of its truth and organs of its activity. When we discern justice, when we discern truth, we do nothing of ourselves, but allow a passage to its beams. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	There are the voices which we hear in solitude, but they grow faint and inaudible as we enter into the world. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	The Americans have little faith. They rely on the power of a dollar; they are deaf to a sentiment. And no class more faithless than the scholars or intellectual men.

	There is a natural kindness, based on external and bodily causes - from inheritance, good digestion, from success. This type of kindness is very pleasant for both: the one who experiences it, and for other people. And there's a kindness that originates from spiritual, inner work! Such kindness is less attractive. But the first one can disappear and even turn into anger; while the second one never disappears, and is constantly growing. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There is nothing of which men know so little as themselves. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	People understand incomparably more of the surrounding creation, of matter, and of its laws, than of that spiritual principle to which matter was made to be the minister, and without which the outward universe would be worthless. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	It is the MORAL POWER which makes all men essentially EQUAL, which ANNIHILATES ALL THE DISTINCTIONS of this world. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	To purify the soul from every stain, to give to it new power over evil, is to open immortality by which we are not merely a perpetual but an ever-improving and celestial being. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	Man’s greatness shows a being framed to make progress through difficulty, suffering, and conflict; that is, it shows a being designed for the highest order of virtues. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	We all feel by an unerring instinct that virtue is elevated in proportion to the obstacles which it surmounts. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	I see men placed by their Creator on a field of battle, but compassed with peril that they may triumph over it. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?, Matthew 12.48, Christ, New Testament

	My mother and my brethren are these that hear the word of God, and do it. - Luke 8.21, Christ, New Testament

	Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, he is my brother, and sister, and mother. - Matthew 12.5, Christ, New Testament

	You offspring of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak good things?, Matthew 12.34, Christ, New Testament

	The individual is not made to be the instrument of others, but to govern himself by an inward law, and to advance towards his proper perfection; he belongs to himself and to God, and to no human superior. , Channing, Honor due to all men

	I would not change, if I could, our subjection to physical laws, our exposure to hunger and cold, and the necessity of constant conflicts with the material world. - Channing, On the elevation of the laboring classes

	Man owes his growth, his energy, chiefly to that striving of the will, that conflict with difficulty, which we call effort. - Channing, On the elevation of the laboring classes

	Easy, pleasant work does not make robust minds, does not give men a consciousness of their powers, does not train them to endurance, to perseverance, to steady force of will. - Channing, On the elevation of the laboring classes

	In the afterlife, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as angels in heaven. - Matthew 22.30, Christ, New Testament

	The greatest is he who is most true to the principle of duty. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	It is not improbable that the noblest human beings are to be found in the least favored conditions of society, among those whose names are never uttered beyond the narrow circle in which they toil and suffer, who have but “two mites” to give away, but who “desire to be fed with the crumbs which fall from the rich man’s table.”, Channing, Honor due to all men

	It matters nothing what the particular duties are to which the individual is called, — how minute or obscure in their outward form. Greatness in God’s sight lies, not in the extent of the sphere which is filled, or of the effect which is produced, but altogether in the POWER OF VIRTUE in the soul, in the energy with which God’s will is chosen, with which trial is borne, and goodness loved and pursued. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	The idea of right is the primary and the highest revelation of God to the human mind, and all outward revelations are founded on and addressed to it. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	All mysteries of science and theology fade away before the grandeur of the simple perception of duty which dawns on the mind of the little child. That perception brings him into the moral kingdom of God. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	It is so wonderful to our neurologists that a man can see without his eyes, that it does not occur to them that it is just as wonderful that he should see with them. - Emerson, New England Reformers

	Here is ever the difference between the wise and the unwise: the latter wonders at what is unusual, the wise man wonders at the usual. - Emerson, New England Reformers

	We honor the rich because they have externally the freedom, power, and grace which we feel to be proper to man, proper to us. - Emerson, History

	In the universal miracle, petty and particular miracles disappear. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	Our age and history has not been the history of kindness, but of selfishness. Our distrust is very expensive. The money we spend for courts and prisons is very ill laid out. We make, by distrust, the thief, and burglar, and incendiary, and by our court and jail we keep him so.

But there will dawn ere long on our politics, on our modes of living, a nobler morning than that Arabian faith, in the sentiment of love. This is the one remedy for all ills, the panacea of nature. We must be lovers. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	See this wide society of laboring men and women. We allow ourselves to be served by them, we live apart from them, and meet them without a salute in the streets. We do not greet their talents, nor rejoice in their good fortune, nor foster their hopes, nor vote for what is dear to them. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	There is a limit to the amount of work that can be done with the mind, just as there a limit to the work that can be done with the body. Therefore, the mental power that can be devoted to progress is only what is left over after what is required for other, non-progressive purposes. - Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	We must always try to find not what separates us from other people, but what we have in common with them. - Ruskin, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	All human beings are of the same origin, are subject to the same law, and all are purposed to the same goal. And therefore we must have one faith, one objective for our actions, one banner under which we must all fight. - Giuseppe Mazzini, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Make sure that you don’t do your righteousness before men, to be seen of them: else you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. - Matthew 6.1, New Testament

	When therefore you do act of kindness, don’t sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, they have received their reward. - Matthew 6.2, New Testament

	But when you do act of kindness, let not you left hand know what your right hand does: that your kindness may be in secret: and your Father who sees in secret shall recompense you. - Matthew 6.3-4, New Testament

	You justify yourselves in the sight of men; but God knows your hearts: for that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. - Luke 16.15, New Testament

	The wise and just man will always feel that he stands on his own feet; that he imparts strength to the State, not receives security from it; and that if all went down, he and such as he would quite easily combine in a new and better constitution. - Emerson, The Young American

	He who would gather immortal palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	In the animal kingdom no creatures are favorites, but a certain compensation balances every gift and every defect. A surplusage given to one part is paid out of a reduction from another part of the same creature.

The cold climate invigorates. The barren soil does not breed fevers, crocodiles, tigers or scorpions. - Emerson, Compensation

	The same dualism underlies the nature and condition of man. Every excess causes a defect; every defect an excess. Every faculty which is a receiver of pleasure has an equal penalty put on its abuse. For every thing you have missed, you have gained something else; and for every thing you gain, you lose something. If riches increase, they are increased that use them. If the gatherer gathers too much, Nature takes out of the man what she puts into his chest; swells the estate, but kills the owner. Nature hates monopolies and exceptions. - Emerson, Compensation

	There is always some leveling circumstance that puts down the overbearing, the strong, the rich, the fortunate, substantially on the same ground with all others. - Emerson, Compensation

	The President has paid dear for his White House. It has commonly cost him all his peace, and the best of his manly attributes. To preserve for a short time so conspicuous an appearance before the world, he is content to eat dust before the real masters who stand erect behind the throne. - Emerson, Compensation

	Our magistrates have known this mystery well: their red robes, their ermine, in which they swathe themselves like furry cats, the palaces where they give judgment, the fleurs-de-lis— all this pompous circumstance is very necessary; and if physicians had not gowns and slippers, and if doctors had not square caps and flowing robes, they would never have duped the world, which cannot resist such an authentic mark.

If they were truly just, if physicians had the true art of healing, they would not have needed square caps; the majesty of the sciences would have been sufficiently venerable in itself; but having only imaginary knowledge they have to take these vain instruments which strike the imagination, with which it is that they are concerned, and thus they attract respect. - Pascal, Thoughts of Blaise Pascal

	Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that enters not by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. - John 10.1, New Testament

	Things refuse to be mismanaged long. Though no checks to a new evil appear, the checks exist, and will appear. - Emerson, Compensation

	That soul which wis ithin us is a sentiment, outside of us is a law. We feel its inspiration; but there in history we can see its fatal strength. - Emerson, Compensation

	Justice is not postponed. A perfect equity adjusts its balance in all parts of life. The dice of God are always loaded. - Emerson, Compensation

	Cause and effect, means and ends, seed and fruit, cannot be severed; for the effect already blooms in the cause, the end preexists in the means, the fruit in the seed. - Emerson, Compensation

	Our action is overmastered and characterized above our will by the law of nature. - Emerson, Compensation

	A man cannot speak but he judges himself. - Emerson, Compensation

	You cannot do wrong without suffering wrong. - Emerson, Compensation

	Beware of too much good staying in your hand. It will fast corrupt and worm worms. - Emerson, Compensation

	In labor as in life there can be no cheating. And the real price of labor is knowledge and virtue. These ends of labor cannot be answered but by real exertions of the mind, and in obedience to pure motives. - Emerson, Compensation

	The cheat, the defaulter, the gambler, cannot extort the knowledge of material and moral nature which his honest care and pains yield to the operative. The law of nature is, Do the thing, and you shall have the power; but they who do not the thing have not the power. - Emerson, Compensation

	Material good has its tax, and if it came without desert or sweat, has no root in me, and the next wind will blow it away. I no longer wish to meet a good I do not earn, for example to find a pot of buried gold, knowing that it brings with it new burdens. I do not wish more external goods, neither possessions, nor honors, nor powers, nor persons. - Emerson, Compensation

	All the good of nature is the soul’s, and may be had if paid for in nature’s lawful coin, that is, by labor which the heart and the head allow. - Emerson, Compensation

	Let us unlearn our wisdom of the world. Let us lie low in the Lord’s power and learn that truth alone makes rich and great.

All other pleasures are not worth its pains. - Emerson, Spiritual Laws

	Prudence is the virtue of the senses.

It is content to seek health of body by complying with physical conditions, and health of mind by the laws of the intellect. - Emerson, Prudence

	Prudence is a name for wisdom and virtue conversing with the body and its wants. - Emerson, Prudence

	If a man lose his balance and immerse himself in any trades or pleasures for their own sake, he may be a good wheel or pin, but he is not a cultivated man. - Emerson, Prudence

	The spurious prudence [like veganism, or ‘off-grid’ living, or ‘need balance’ excuse], making the senses final, is the god of sots and cowards, and is the subject of all comedy. It is nature’s joke, and therefore literature’s. - Emerson, Prudence

	The true prudence limits this sensualism by admitting the knowledge of an internal and real world. - Emerson, Prudence

	Let him learn that everything in nature, even motes and feathers, go by law and not by luck, and that what he sows he reaps. - Emerson, Prudence

	Let him learn a prudence of a higher strain. By diligence and self-command let him put the bread he eats at his own disposal, that he may not stand in bitter and false relations to other men; for the best good of wealth is freedom. Let him practice the minor virtues. - Emerson, Prudence

	Prudence does not consist in evasion or in flight, but in courage. - Emerson, Prudence

	He who wishes to walk in the most peaceful parts of life with any serenity must screw himself up to resolution. - Emerson, Prudence

	Let him front the object of his worst apprehension, and his stoutness will commonly make his fear groundless. The Latin proverb says, “In battles the eye is first overcome.”, Emerson, Prudence

	The disease and deformity around us certify the infraction of natural, intellectual and moral laws, and often violation on violation to breed such compound misery. - Emerson, Heroism

	Repent you; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. - Matthew 3.1, New Testament

	Make yourself ready the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. - Matthew 3.3, New Testament

	To whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required: and to whom they commit much, of him will they ask the more. - Luke 12.48, New Testament

	It is a self-trust which slights the restraints of prudence, in the plenitude of its energy and power to repair the harms [inconveniences] it may suffer. - Emerson, Heroism

	The hero is a mind of such balance that no disturbances can shake his will, but pleasantly and as it were merrily he advances to his own music, alike in frightful alarms and in the tipsy mirth of universal dissoluteness. - Emerson, Heroism

	All prudent men see that the action is clean contrary to a sensual prosperity; for every heroic act measures itself by its contempt of some external good. - Emerson, Heroism

	The false prudence which dotes on health and wealth is the butt and merriment of heroism. Heroism is almost ashamed of its body. - Emerson, Heroism

	Except you turn, and become as little children, you shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven. - Matthew 18.3, New Testament

	The heroic soul does not sell its justice and its nobleness. It does not ask to dine nicely and to sleep warm. A great man scarcely knows how he dines, how he dresses. - Emerson, Heroism

	The essence of greatness is the perception that virtue is enough. It does not need plenty, and can very well abide its loss. - Emerson, Heroism

	The characteristic of heroism is its persistency. All men have wandering impulses, fits and starts of generosity. But when you have chosen your part, abide by it, and do not weakly try to reconcile yourself with the world. - Emerson, Heroism

	Our faith comes in moments; our vice is habitual. - Emerson, The Over-Soul

	Whoso shall cause one of these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great millstone should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk in the depth of the sea. - Matthew 18.6, New Testament

	A man is the façade of a temple wherein all wisdom and all good abide. What we commonly call man, the eating, drinking, planting, counting man, does not, as we know him, represent himself, but misrepresents himself. Him we do not respect, but the soul, whose organ he is, would he let it appear through his action, would make our knees bend.

When it breathes through his intellect, it is genius;

when it breathes through his will, it is virtue;

when it flows through his affection, it is love. - Emerson, The Over-Soul

	In dealing with the State we ought to remember that its institutions are not aboriginal, though they existed before we were born; that they are not superior to the citizen; that every one of them was once the act of a single man; every law and usage was a man's expedient to meet a particular case; that they all are imitable, all alterable. - Emerson, Politics

	Society is an illusion to the young citizen. - Emerson, Politics

	Civilians believe that the laws make the city, that grave modifications of the policy and modes of living and employments of the population, that commerce, education and religion may be voted in or out; and that any measure, though it were absurd, may be imposed on a people if only you can get sufficient voices to make it a law. - Emerson, Politics

	But the wise know that foolish legislation is a rope of sand which perishes in the twisting; that the State must follow and not lead the character and progress of the citizen; the strongest usurper is quickly got rid of; and they only who build on ideas, build for eternity; and that the form of government which prevails is the expression of what cultivation exists in the population which permits it. - Emerson, Politics

	Doubts have arisen whether too much weight had not been allowed in the laws to property, and such a structure given to our usages as allowed the rich to encroach on the poor, and to keep them poor. - Emerson, Politics

	Society always consists in greatest part of young and foolish persons. The old, who have seen through the hypocrisy of courts and statesmen, die and leave no wisdom to their sons. - Emerson, Politics

	The boundaries of personal influence it is impossible to fix, as persons are organs of moral or supernatural force. - Emerson, Politics

	Every actual State is corrupt. Good men must not obey the laws too well. - Emerson, Politics

	This is the history of governments,—one man does something which is to bind another. A man who cannot be acquainted with me, taxes me; looking from afar at me ordains that a part of my labor shall go to this or that whimsical end,— not as I, but as he happens to fancy. Behold the consequence. Of all debts men are least willing to pay the taxes. What a satire is this on government! Everywhere they think they get their money's worth, except for these. - Emerson, Politics

	Hence the less government we have the better,— the fewer laws, and the less confided power. - Emerson, Politics

	With the appearance of the wise man the State expires. - Emerson, Politics

	The appearance of character makes the State unnecessary. The wise man is the State. He needs

- no army, fort, or navy,— he loves men too well;

- no bribe, or feast, or palace, to draw friends to him;

- no vantage ground, no favorable circumstance.

- He needs no library, for he has not done thinking;

- no church, for he is a prophet;

- no statute-book, for he has the lawgiver;

- no money, for he is value;

- no road, for he is at home where he is;

- no experience, for the life of the creator shoots through him, and looks from his eyes.

- He has no personal friends, for he who has the spell to draw the prayer and piety of all men unto him

- needs not husband and educate a few to share with him a select and poetic life. - Emerson, Politics

	In our barbarous society the influence of character is in its infancy. Yet, every thought which genius and piety throw into the world, alters the world. - Emerson, Politics

	We are impatient to show some petty talent as a substitute for worth. We are haunted by a conscience of this right to grandeur of character, and are false to it. - Emerson, Politics

	Each of us has some talent, can do some what useful, or graceful, or formidable, or amusing, or lucrative. That we do, as an apology to others and to ourselves for not reaching the mark of a good and equal life. - Emerson, Politics

	The tendencies of the times favor the idea of self-government, and leave the individual, for all code, to the rewards and penalties of his own constitution; which work with more energy than we believe whilst we depend on artificial restraints. - Emerson, Politics

	There will always be a government of force where men are selfish; and when they are pure enough to abjure the code of force they will be wise enough to see how these public ends of the post-office, of the highway, of commerce and the exchange of property, of museums and libraries, of institutions of art and science can be answered. - Emerson, Politics

	We live in a very low state of the world, and pay unwilling tribute to governments founded on force. There is not, among the most religious and instructed men of the most religious and civil nations, a reliance on the moral sentiment and a sufficient belief in the unity of things, to persuade them that society can be maintained without artificial restraints, or that the private citizen might be reasonable and a good neighbor, without the hint of a jail or a confiscation. - Emerson, Politics

	Those who have pretended the design of renovating the State on the principle of right and love, but never had in them sufficient faith in the power of rectitude to inspire him with the broad design, have only been partial reformers, and have admitted in some manner the supremacy of the bad State. - Emerson, Politics

	The more human beings tame their passions by distancing themselves from their basic instincts, the more their conscience evolves, reaching its highest level and giving the sense to the individual that they are living in a state of bliss. (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3956087/, Journal of Medicine and Life), Prof. G Vithoulkas, Conscience and Consciousness

	The most absurd cause of his errors is the war between the senses and the reason. - Pascal, Pensées

	The senses deceive reason through false appearances; they trick the soul. The senses are disturbed by passions, which produce false impressions. They both compete in lies and deception. - Pascal, Pensées

	Let others lead small lives, argue over small things, cry over small hurts, leave their future in someone else's hands, not you. - Jim Rohn

	We can no more afford to spend major time on minor things than we can to spend minor time on major things. - Jim Rohn

	Learn how to separate the majors and the minors. A lot of people don’t do well simply because they major in minor things. - Jim Rohn

	Don’t mistake movement for achievement. It’s easy to get faked out by being busy. The question is: Busy doing what?, Jim Rohn

	Days are expensive. When you spend a day you have one less day to spend. So make sure you spend each one wisely. - Jim Rohn

	Sometimes you need to stay in touch but be out of reach. - Jim Rohn

	Time is our most valuable asset, yet we tend to waste it, kill it, and spend it rather than invest it. - Jim Rohn

	Time is more valuable than money. You can get more money, but you cannot get more time. - Jim Rohn

	Humans are the only animals who will follow unstable pack leaders. - Cesar Millan

	Dogs help you to appreciate the world around you. They smell the ground so intensely. They look at the trees as though they are seeing them for the first time. It helps us to remember the wonders that we take for granted.

	Let your dog teach you how to get the most out of life! If we could all be more like our dogs when it comes to living in the moment, being honest and authentic, and learning how to not hold grudges, the entire planet would be a much better place.

	Dogs do know how comfortable you are with yourself, how happy you are, how fearful you are, and what is missing inside of you.

	Humans will always tell you the story. Dogs can only tell you the truth. Trust your instincts and listen your dog.

	Think about a dog’s ability to forgive. This to me is love.

	Change takes effort. And the reality is, most people don't want to put in effort to better their life.

	No dog is too much for me to handle. I rehabilitate dogs, I train people. I am the dog whisperer.

	The dog can only become what's in your bubble. The dog is imitating the energy that is in your bubble. You are the source, the feast of energy. If you feel anxious, the dog becomes anxious with you. If you become nervous, the dog wakes up nervous with you.

	The thing about discipline is that people misunderstand the word discipline. People think discipline in the dog world is punishment. Discipline is how you achieve what you want to achieve in life. You have to be very focused, very disciplined, very consistent, very diligent. All of those things.

	I believe in integrity. Dogs have it. Humans are sometimes lacking it.

	It becomes very obvious, by reading a dog, how stable or unstable his human companion is. Our dogs are our mirrors.

	I don't believe in ever putting a dog down for behavior issues, because that's just punishing the dog for something wrong that humans did.

	Dogs are our best teachers and biggest healers. We can learn so much from them about how to live life in balance, and they are a constant source of spiritual uplift and unconditional love that is so important to have in order to be healthy.

	Love is leading. People think it has to be two different roles but it is the same.

	Everyone knows the effects of imagination which is enough to unhinge reason. - Pascal, Pensées

	Love [subjective affections] or hate alters the face of justice. A well paid advocate will find the cause he is pleading all the more just; the boldness of his bearing will make it seem all the better to the judges, taken in by appearances.

Men hardly stir except when jolted by imagination. Their reason is the sport of every wind! It yields to those principles which human imagination has rashly introduced at every turn. Anyone who chose to follow reason alone would have proved himself a fool. [It’s that hard to follow!] We work all day for benefits recognized as imaginary, and, when sleep has refreshed us from the toils of our imagination, we must at once jump up to pursue the phantoms and endure the impressions created by this ruler of the world. Here is one of the principles of error, but not the only one. - Pascal, Pensées

	Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wile. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the hosts of wickedness. - Ephesians 6.10-12, New Testament

	Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; withal taking up the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. - Ephesians 6.14-16, New Testament

	If you give a man a fish, he is hungry again in an hour. If you teach him to fish, you feed him for a lifetime. -, a saying

	Every one that drinks of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal life. - John 4.13-14, New Testament

	People talk about music as of something that somehow ennobles our soul. The truth is it is not a moral influence. It is an enjoyment to the senses, as a sense of taste, sight, so as hearing. I agree it’s less lustful than savoring, food; but I insist that it has nothing moral in it, as try to convince us. - 1892, Tolstoy, Diaries

	This is one great and first commandment: love God your Father with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.

And a 2nd like unto it is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. - Matthew 22.35-39, New Testament

	Farmer has no time indulging in melancholy. It’s idle people that kill themselves. - Voltaire

	Every sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. - Matthew 12.31, New Testament

	Whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in that which is to come. - Matthew 12.32, New Testament

	The soul active sees absolute truth and utters truth, or creates. - Emerson, The American Scholar

	As the human body can be nourished on any food, though it were boiled grass and the broth of shoes, so the human mind can be fed by any knowledge. And great and heroic men have existed who had almost no other information than by the printed page. I only would say that it needs a strong head to bear that diet. One must be an inventor to read well. - Emerson, The American Scholar

	Character is higher than intellect. Thinking is the function. Living is the functionary. The stream retreats to its source. A great soul will be strong to live, as well as strong to think. - Emerson, The American Scholar

	The generous minds embrace the proposition of labor shared by all; it is the only honesty; nothing else is safe. - Emerson, Montaigne; or, The Skeptic

	It is from the poor man’s hut alone that strength and virtue come: and yet, on the other side, it is alleged that labor impairs the form and breaks the spirit of man, and the laborers cry unanimously, ‘We have no thoughts.’, Emerson, Montaigne; or, The Skeptic

	If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. - John 15.18, New Testament

	If you were of the world, the world would love its own: but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. - John 15.19, New Testament

	Blessed are they that have been persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. - Matthew 5.10, New Testament

	Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. - Matthew 5.11, New Testament

	And every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. - Matthew 12.36, New Testament

	My little children, guard yourselves from idols. - 1John 5.19-21, New Testament

	You don’t light a lamp and put it under the bed, but put it on a stand, so that it shines unto all that are in the house. - Matthew 5.15, New Testament

	John the Baptist told: “he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire”. - Matthew 3.12, New Testament

	I came to cast fire upon the earth; and what do I desire, if it is already kindled?, Luke 12.49, New Testament

	Emerson wrote: 'On my friend suggestion, “But the impulses you hear may be from below, not from above.” I replied, “They do not seem to me to be such; but if I am the Devil’s child, I will live then from the Devil.” - No law can be sacred to me but that of my nature. The only right is what is after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it.'

Your nature is goodness. Don't go against your nature!, Emerson, On self Reliance

	When Emerson (who was confident in his own immortality) was asked "But what if the world will come to an end?" He replied: "I think I can get along without it." In other words, “In order not to die, I have no need in the world.”, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Wealth cannot be better used than in rescuing men of vigorous and disinterested minds from worldly toils and cares, in giving them time and opportunity for generous self culture, and in enabling them to devote their whole strength and being to a like culture of their race. - Channing, Address on temperance

	More striking proofs of piety and virtue are found in the DISINTERESTEDNESS, the self-control, the love of truth, the scorn of ill-gotten wealth, the unshaken trust in God, the temperate and grateful enjoyment, the calm and courageous sufferings for duty, to which the true Christian is called in daily life. - Channing, Remarks on associations

	It's not a matter whether the war is NOT real or it IS - victory is not possible. The war is not meant to be won, is meant to be continuous. The hierarchical society is only possible on the basis of poverty and ignorance. The war is waged by the ruling group against its own subjects and its object is not the victory over either Eurasia or East Asia, but to keep the very structure of society intact.

	You are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under foot of men. - Matthew 5.13, New Testament

	Salt is good: but if the salt have lost its saltiness, wherewith will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one with another. - Mark 9.50, New Testament

	Salt therefore is good: but if even the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be seasoned? It is fit neither for the land nor for the dunghill: men cast it out. - Luke 14.35, New Testament

	You want taxes, but I don't give them; you can confiscate them, but I don’t give them voluntarily, and I don’t consider myself a criminal, but I consider you as robbers and criminals. You want me to bring goods through your customhouses, but I'm bringing them by contraband, and I know it’s not I am the offender, but you are. The same goes with the courts, the same is with the military service. I don’t go into juries, neither into electors, nor into soldiers. Most importantly - not only do I go into neither guards, cops, collectors of taxes, nor any other servants of governments, but, just like murderers are regarded as criminals, I regard all people involved with the governments as criminals. - Tolstoy, Time Has Come

	Science is not an abstract body of knowledge, but man’s understanding of nature. It is not an idealized interrogation of nature by dedicated servants of truth, but a human progress governed by the ordinary human passions of ambition, pride, and greed, as well as by all the well-hymned virtues attributed to men of science. - William Broad and Nicholas Wade, Betrayers of the Truth

	There is nothing of which men know so little as themselves. They understand incomparably more of the surrounding creation, of matter, and of its laws, than of that spiritual principle to which matter was made to be the minister, and without which the outward universe would be worthless. Of course, no man can be wholly a stranger to the soul, for the soul is himself, and he cannot but be conscious of its most obvious workings. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	All attempts to form morality without religion are vain. They are similar to what children do when, desiring to transplant a plant they liked, rip it from its root, which seems to them redundant, and stick the plant in the ground without the root. Without religious grounding, there can be no true, not pretentious, morality, just as plant cannot exist without its root. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A priest asked a decent man, living a good peasant life, the usual question, “Do you believe in God?”

"My bad, I don't," the man answered.

"How come? You do not believe in God?"

"I don’t, father. If I did believe, would I have lived like this - thinking only about myself: eating, drinking, - but forgetting about my Father and my brothers?"

What if everyone took his life as serious as this peasant does, and had faith in the Law, conveyed by Christ?, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	In whichever state or status a man finds himself, the ideal presented by Jesus Christ’s life and his teaching is always enough to get the correct indication of the behavior of what should or what should not be followed. We only need to trust this teaching completely, this one teaching, and stop trusting all the others, - just like a sailor must trust his compass and stop looking around or being guided by what he sees on the sides. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There are people who claim that they have no faith. It's not true. They just don't realize what their belief is, or cannot, or don't want to express it, but they do have a belief. They renounce their belief only because they feel that it is not good. , Tolstoy, Reading circle

	You’ve destroyed the laws of slavery, and you were given new laws of blood and even newer laws of servitude. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Don't trust people who step between you and God, so that their shadow would hide Him from you. These people have bad intentions. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is not worth destroying one order just to replace one violence with another. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Freedom is not in letting some one rule and not the other, but in so that nobody rules. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Where God does not rule, people rule. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	They want you to recognize them as lords, and then your freedom becomes merely the obedience to these new lords. Answer them that your lord is one - God, and you don't want another, and God will liberate you. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Confusion and disagreement among people in the matter of searching and recognizing of the truth originate from nothing else but from their distrust to their own mind. - Fedor Strahov, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is often thought that laws and Government can help, but this cannot be truth, because those who write the laws and rule over people are the people suffering from the same temptations of lust, pride, and greed. - Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If you want to escape from the power of people, devote yourself to the power of God. Once you realize yourself in the power of God, people cannot do anything to you. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It’s better to lose life than to flatter the low. Poverty is better than the luxury via serving the rich. Not to stand at the doors of the rich and not to speak in the voice of a beggar is the best life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is better to knead lime and clay with your bare hands than to fold them on chest as a sign of your slavery. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Your iniquities have separated you from God, your sins have hid His face from you, so that He will not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness. - Isaiah 59.2, Bible

	Nobody stands up for the truth, nobody raises head in righteousness; they set in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.

Their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their paths.

They do not know the way of peace; and there is no justice in their goings: they have made their paths crooked; whosoever goes therein does not know peace.

Therefore justice is far from us, neither does righteousness reaches us: we look for light but there is darkness; waiting for brightness but walk in obscurity. We grope for the wall like the blind - we grope as if we had no eyes; we stumble at noonday as in the dusk; we are as dead men. - Isaiah 59.4-9, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Do not say that little things are trivia. Only truly moral man sees the whole significance of small things. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	There are believers who have custom to bow down to their feet in front of every person with whom they come into contact. They say they do this because the spirit of God lives in each man. No matter how strange this custom may appear, it has deeply true basis. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	For true knowledge, the most harmful above all is the use of concepts and words that are not quite clear. And this is exactly what so-called scientists do, inventing vague, non-existent, made up words for an ambiguous notion. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Once the conditions admitted under which a person can do to another person what he does not want to be done to himself: all sorts of violence, like punishments and even murder, then the teaching of love becomes empty words. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Do not live in a way so that, in agreement with the world, to be prepared to continue this life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When a man identifies himself as being corporeal, he cannot be free. Yet, for spiritual being there cannot even be a question about any lack of freedom. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Heaven knows everything and its laws unchangeable. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The teaching of truth is strong only in those who deny their own personality. - Talmud, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	As soon as you remember about yourself in the middle of your speech, you lose the thread of thoughts. Only when we completely forget yourself, get out of ourselves, only then we can communicate productively with others, serve them and affect them. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Telling the truth is like as stitching well, mowing deftly, writing beautifully. It is given only to those who stitched or mowed a lot, wrote extensively. No matter how hard you try, you won’t do well what you haven’t done lots and lots of times. And therefore to tell the truth, we must accustom ourselves to it. And to accustom ourselves to it, it is necessary even at the littlest occasion to tell only truth. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The one who has conquered himself is much greater winner than whoever defeated thousands people in thousands battles. It is better to conquer yourself than to conquer all others.

Whoever won against others in battle can still be defeated, but whoever won against himself, and owns himself, will remain a winner forever. - [Dhammapada] Buddhist wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Truly mighty is he who conquers himself. - Eastern wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If life is a sleep and death is the awakening, then what I see myself separate from everything else is just a dream. - Schopenhauer, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It's only human souls that can find unity and love in consciousness and reasoning; in the external world, each creature loves itself more than anything else in the world. - Booka, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	He who knows other people is smart; he who knows himself is enlightened. He who overcomes others is strong; he who overcomes himself is powerful. He who, when dying, knows that he will not vanish, is eternal. - Lao Tzu, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When light dies in your heart, the darkness hides your way from you. Beware of that terrible darkness. No light of your mind cannot destroy the darkness from your heart until you have expelled from it all selfish thoughts. - Brahmin wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Man who knows all sciences but does not know himself is a pathetic ignoramus. Man who knows nothing but himself (his spiritual self) is enlightened. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Man is like a fraction, with numerator being all that’s outer: physical and mental advantages in comparison to the others; and the denominator - the person’s own self-assessment. It is often not in our power to increase our numerator (our features), but to reduce the denominator - the opinion of oneself - and thus to become a better person - is at the mercy of everyone. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. - Matthew 10.34, New Testament

	Do not think lightly of evil, saying ‘it will not affect me.’ As a vessel is getting filled by little drops of water, a madman fills himself up with evil, by doing evil little by little.

Let a person not think carelessly of good, saying in his heart: ‘there is no strengths in me to undertake goodness.’ As water fills vessel drop by drop, the same little by little, by doing good, man striving for the good is filled with goodness.’ - [Dhammapada] Buddhist wisdom, [Dhammapada] Buddhist wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Drive away from you all that prevents you from feeling your connection to everything alive. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	We are so used to rationalize that some people are set to arrange the lives of others, of people in general, that such reasoning no longer seems strange to us.

That way the leaders themselves reason, and so the people who obey them do. Not only such fallacy is completely meaningless because there is no reason to believe why some people, and the majority, would obey the will of others, the least moral people, and a minority; it is also particularly harmful because it weakens in all people the consciousness of the need to improve themselves, whereas it is the only real means of a good influence on other people. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The purpose of representative government is not to provide the great justice, but to ensure that people, still obeying the wrongful management, wouldn’t have grounds to complain about it. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	What is more glorious than domination over the earth, more beautiful than ascending to heaven, more glorious than reigning over the worlds – is the sacred joy of the first steps of liberation. - [Dhammapada] Buddhist wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Increasing of one’s needs is not an improvement as it is often thought, but on the contrary: the more a person has restrained his needs, the more he attains the consciousness of his human dignity, the freer he becomes, more courageous, and, most importantly, more able to serve God and people. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Care about personal glory always blends itself with the thought of serving people, and it is easy for a person, when he seeks people's approval, to deceive himself that he lives not for himself but for the benefit of the people whose approval he seeks. And that is why this is the most insidious and dangerous passion and the hardest of all to eradicate. Only people with great mental strength become able to free themselves from this passion. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Alcohol, tobacco, and drugs ruin people's health, mental abilities, ruin their well-being, and - what's the most terrible - they kill the souls of people and their descendants. - Tolstoy, It's time to come to your senses!

	It's not a matter whether the war is NOT real or it IS - victory is not possible. The war is not meant to be won, is meant to be continuous. The hierarchical society is only possible on the basis of poverty and ignorance. The war is waged by the ruling group against its own subjects and its object is not the victory over either Eurasia or East Asia, but to keep the very structure of society intact. - George Orwell

	There is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. - Matthew 10.26, New Testament

	I wish nothing for the future, knowing that everything that will happen will be blessing. Neither do I wish for people’s admiration, knowing that my designation is not in love of people for me, but in MY love for them - love in deeds, in words, in thoughts. (A prayer), Feb. 9, 2019, Tolstoy, Diaries

	The essence of Christian teaching is that it reveals to man his true well-being, consisting in the fulfillment of his purpose; and specifies everything that, under disguise of joy and pleasure, may impede this well-being. These illusory joys and pleasures Christian teaching considers trapping temptations.

The main temptation above all, which the teaching of Christ warns against, is the belief that happiness consists in satisfying the lusts of your own personality. Personality, animal personality, will always seek to satisfy its lusts, but the temptation is when you believe that this satisfaction will bring you well-being. And therefore there is a huge difference of feeling the desire for lust and 1) believing that its satisfaction will bring you well-being and therefore attempting to intensify the lust; and 2) on the contrary, knowing that this satisfaction will take you away from the true well-being, and therefore doing everything possible to reduce the desire.

If only the person unleashes his reasoning, this temptation will become clearly visible to him. Because, in addition to the fact that the satisfaction of any lust is achieved to the detriment of other people and therefore includes a fight, any gratification of lust entails the need for a new lust, which is even harder to satisfy, and so on till the end. Because of that, to make mind unable to see the vanity of the temptation, another, most horrible, temptation is added to weaken the mind, that is of mind-altering: tobacco, wine, music.

On these two major temptations all minor temptations are held, - those which capture people and, by depriving them of the true well-being, keep them in torment.

This is the teaching which I confess and preach, that seems to you and to many as something weird, obscure, strange and inapplicable. This teaching is just about not to doing anything stupid and vain without any benefit to yourself and to others, and not ruining in yourself that divine power, which is invested in you, and not depriving yourself of well-being that is intended for each of us. The whole teaching is about believing your own mind and, by abiding it in purity, developing it and, in doing so, receiving the true blessing of eternal, true life and, moreover, to a much greater extent, that same feeling of happiness that you are currently attracted to. - Tolstoy, Letter

	He who will love his life shall lose it; and he that will lose his life for truth’s sake shall find it. - Matthew 10.39, New Testament

	If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. - Luke 9.23, New Testament

	Blessed are the poor in spirit. - Matthew 5.3, New Testament

	You will have the poor always with you. - Matthew 26.11, New Testament

	Make no mistake: blessed are not those poor who weren't able to become rich. Those are good for nothing. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Blessed are those who became poor by choice of morality: those who've chosen to be poor because they refused to sin in order to be rich. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	It is dangerous to explain too clearly to man how like he is to the animals without pointing out his greatness. It is also dangerous to make too much of his greatness without his vileness. It is still more dangerous to leave him in ignorance of both, but it is most valuable to represent both to him.

Man must not be allowed to believe that he is equal either to animals or to angels, nor to be unaware of either, but he must know both. - Pascal, Blaise, Pensées

	If science is worshiped in Western societies, is it not because of these technological toys or comforts it may produce?

Because in the secular world of the twentieth century, science performs part of the same function that myths and religions play in less developed societies. - William Broad and Nicholas Wade, Betrayers of the Truth

	Several scientists got together, and they told God they could create life just like he did. So God said okay, let's meet over here, and we'll see what you can do. So the scientists were there, and God appeared, and the scientists just started scooping up dust from the ground, and God said: 'what are you doing with that?' and they said: 'well, like you, we were going to make people out of dust.' God said: 'oh no, you make your own dust!',, a joke

	Society is full of infirm people, who incessantly summon others to serve them. They contrive everywhere to exhaust for their single comfort the entire means and appliances of that luxury to which our invention has yet attained. Sofas, ottomans, stoves, wine, game-fowl, spices, perfumes, rides, the theatre, entertainments, all these they want, they need, and whatever can be suggested more than these they crave also, as if it was the bread which should keep them from starving; and if they miss any one, they represent themselves as the most wronged and most wretched persons on earth. One must have been born and bred with them to know how to prepare a meal for their learned stomach. Meantime they never bestir themselves to serve any other person; not they! they have a great deal more to do for themselves than they can possibly perform, nor do they once perceive the cruel joke of their lives, but the more odious they grow, the sharper is the tone of their complaining and craving. Can anything be so elegant as to have few wants and to serve them one’s self, so as to have somewhat left to give, instead of being always prompt to grab? It is more elegant to answer one’s own needs than to be richly served; inelegant perhaps it may look today, and to a few, but it is an elegance forever and to all. - Emerson, Man the Reformer

	I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatsoever shalt bind you on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever shalt loose you on earth shall be loosed in heaven. - Matthew 16.19, New Testament

	The disciples said to Jesus, “If such are the obligations in relation of the man to his wife, it is better not to marry.” He answered, “Yes, it’s better. But it’s easy to say and not easy to accomplish – to resist the lust for sex; not everybody is able to do it, but few.”, Matthew 19.11

	If they didn’t listen hear not Moses and other prophets, neither will they be persuaded, if one rise from the dead. - Luke 16.31

	You think that I am come to give peace in the earth? I tell you, No; but rather division: for there shall be from henceforth five in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. - Luke 12.52, New Testament

	They shall be divided, father against son, and son against father; mother against daughter, and daughter against her mother; mother in law against her daughter in law, and daughter in law against her mother in law. - Luke 12.53, New Testament

	He that loves father or mother more than the truth is not worthy of me; and he that loves son or daughter more than the truth is not worthy of me. - Matthew 10.37, New Testament

	He that does not take his cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me. - Matthew 10.38, New Testament

	He that finds his life shall lose it; and he that loses his life for the righteousness sake shall find it. - Matthew 10.39, New Testament

	I came to cast fire upon the earth; and what do I desire, if it is already kindled?, Luke 12.49, New Testament

	As I hear, I judge: and my judgment is righteous; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. - John 5.30, New Testament

	If it was not for the sin of sexual lust, there would be no enslaving of woman, tormenting her, and after all, pampering and corrupting her. There would be no quarrels, fights, or killings based on jealousy, would be no reducing of woman to the tool of satisfaction of the bodily lust; would be no unnatural vices, no weakening of bodily and spiritual powers, no terrible diseases that afflict humans now, no neglected children or infanticide.

	Be therefore perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. - Matthew 5.48, New Testament

	Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. - 1John 2.15, New Testament

	He is righteous, and everyone also who does righteousness is begotten of him. - 1John 2.29, New Testament

	What is the great, essential evil of intemperance? Intemperance is the voluntary extinction of reason. - Channing, Address on temperance

	The old bonds of society still continue in a great degree. They are instinct, interest, force. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	We trace ourselves up to one pair. But do we understand our spiritual brotherhood? Do we feel ourselves to be derived from one Heavenly Parent, in whose image we are all made, and whose perfection we may constantly approach? Do we feel that there is one divine life in our own and in all souls? This seems to me the only true bond of man to man. This is a tie more sacred, more enduring, than all the ties of this earth. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	Let the great men not rise by the depression of the multitude. When great men are converted into idols, when they serve to wean our interest from ordinary men, they corrupt us, they sever the sacred bond of humanity which should attach us to all, and our characters become vitiated by our very admiration of greatness. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	The true view of great men is, that they are only examples and manifestations of our common nature, showing what belongs to all souls. They are not prodigies, not miracles, but natural developments of the human soul. - Channing, Honor due to all men

	The spirit of truth will enter you, it will open everything to you, and you will understand much of what I have told you. And when you’ll understand that, you'll be peaceful, - not by the worldly calmness but with such peacefulness of the spirit that you will not fear anything anymore. - John 14, 1-28, Tolstoy, New Testament

	Many shall be last that are first; and first that are last. - Matthew 19.30, New Testament

	It is the greatest good for a man to discuss virtue every day, and test himself and others, for the unexamined life is not worth living. - Plato, Complete works

	Do not care for your body or your wealth in preference to or as strongly as for the best possible state of your soul!, Plato, Complete works

	People suffer from these three temptations: lusts of the body, pride, and obsession with wealth. From them all human sufferings originate. Without lusts, pride, and greed, all people would live happily. Then how to get rid of these terrible diseases? It is difficult to get rid of them, chiefly because their embryo is in our very nature.

To get rid of them, there is only one remedy: work of each person on himself. It is often thought that laws and governments can bring help, but they can’t, because those who write those laws and rule over others are still people suffering from the same temptations of lust, pride, and greed. And therefore we cannot put faith in laws and rulers. And therefore the only thing people can do for their own well-being is to eliminate in themselves lust, and pride, and greed. No improvement is possible until each person starts the improvement from himself. - de Lamennais, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The purpose of life is one for each person: to perfect himself in goodness.

Therefore, he needs only that knowledge that leads to this goal. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Enlightenment is the passage by man out of his self-imposed immaturity through daring to make use of his own reason, without the guidance of another. - Immanuel Kant, Answering the Question: What Is Enlightenment?

	No one knows whether death may not be the greatest of all blessings for a man, yet men fear it as if they knew that it is the greatest of evils. (Socrates), Plato, Apology

	Honest people cannot be rich.

Rich people cannot be honest. - Lao Tzu, Tolstoy, Way of life

	All they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. - Matthew 26.52, New Testament

	A man is free only when no one forbids his acts by the threat of violence. - Tolstoy, Forward to article “On Revolution” (written by V. G. Tchertkoff)

	The system on which all the nations of the world are acting is founded in gross deception, in the deepest ignorance, or a mixture of both; so that under no possible modification of the principles on which it is based can it ever produce good to man; on the contrary, its practical results must ever be to produce evil continually. - Robert Owen

	It is not that men suffer by the disrespect of the upper classes to them, but they cannot endure their own; for they feel that the kind of labor to which they are condemned is verily a degrading one, and makes them less than men. - Ruskin, Tolstoy, Slavery of our times

	Men may be beaten, chained, tormented, yoked like cattle, slaughtered like summer flies, and yet remain in one sense, and the best sense, free. But to smother their souls within them, to blight and hew into rotting pollards the suckling branches of their human intelligence, to make the flesh and skin… into leathern thongs to yoke machinery with - this is to be slave masters indeed…, Ruskin, Tolstoy, Slavery of our times

	The government organisation is harmful and dangerous because it does not reduce or correct the evil that exists in society, but rather empowers and authorizes that evil, by justifications and clothing in attractive forms, or by concealment. - Tolstoy, Slavery of our times

	The earth belongs in usufruct to the living. The dead have no rights over those who now exist. - Thomas Jefferson

	The law does not create right: right must dictate the law. - Laveleye

	 Obey the law? That is not so clear, for the law is often naught else but the will of those who impose it. The name of the law does not impose despotism, and all men have the right to resist oppressive laws. - St. Just

	The greatest of all injustice is that which goes under the name of law; and of all sorts of tyranny the forcing of the letter of the law against equity is the most insupportable. - L'Estrange

	When you see a person weeping in sorrow either when a child went abroad or died, or when the man has lost his property, take care that the appearance do not carry you away with suffering.

But right away make a distinction in your own mind, and be in readiness to say, it is not that which has happened that afflicts this man, but it is his opinion about the thing.

So far as words then don’t be unwilling to show him sympathy, and even to lament with him. But take care that you do not lament internally also. - Epictetus

	If it should ever happen to you to be turned to externals in order to please some person, you must know that you have lost your purpose in life. - Epictetus

	Let death and exile and every other thing that appears dreadful be daily before your eyes, especially death; and you will never think of anything mean nor will you desire anything extravagant. - Epictetus

	One monster there is in the world - the idle man. - Carlyle

	The case of historical writers is hard, for if they will tell the truth, they offend man; if they write what is false, they offend God. - Matthew Paris

	All for ourselves and nothing for other people seems in every age of the world to have been the vile maxim of the masters of mankind. - Adam Smith

	The land belongs to no one person but to all; all that an individual acquires beyond the means of subsistence is a social theft. - Rousseau

	Had the mass of men known the actual selfishness and injustice of their rulers, no government would stand a year. The world would foment with revolution. - Theodore Parker

	Despotism consists in putting in force against the people a will in opposition to theirs. - St. Just

	When government and the people quarrel, government is generally in the wrong. - Burke

	When a government ceases to answer the purposes for which it was created, submission on the part of the people is no longer a question of obligation and duty, but simply a question of prudence. - Buckle

	Foolish people think that effects cease with causes. Wise men know that effects long survive causes, and that it is in vain to study social problems till you have traced effects to causes which have long ceased to operate, and have been long forgotten. - Thorold Rogers

	Real history is a history of tendencies, and not of events. - Buckle

	My people shall build houses and inhabit them;

And they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them.

They shall not build and another inherit.

They shall not plant and another gather.

My people shall long enjoy the work of their hands. - Bible

	If any encourage drunkenness for the sake of profit derived from the sale of drink, they are guilty of a form of moral assassination. - John Ruskin

	Competition gluts our markets, enables the rich to take advantage of the necessity of the poor, makes each man snatch the bread out of his neighbour' s mouth, converts a nation of brethren into a mass of hostile isolated units, and finally involves capitalists and labourers in one common ruin. - Rathbone Greg

	“Freedom" is something substantial.

A man who is ignorant is not free.

A man who is a tramp is not free.

A man who sees his wife and children starving is not free.

A man who must toil twelve hours a day in order to vegetate is not free.

A man who is full of cares is not free.

A wage worker whether labourer or clerk, who every day for certain hours must be at the beck and call of a “Master " is not free. - Lawrence Gronlund

	A class is fixed, when nine-tenths of those comprising it can never get out of it. Why mock working men by putting rare exceptions for a general rule?, Jesse Jones

	Absurd prejudices have prevented human reason, and even stifled that instinct which teaches animals to resist oppression and tyranny. Multitudes of the human race really believe themselves to be the property of a small number of men who oppress them. - Abbe Raynal

	Rich or poor, strong or weak, every idle citizen is a jack. - Rousseau

	The holder of a Monopoly is a sinner and offender. The taker of interest and the giver of it, and the writer of its papers and the witnesses of it, are all equal in crime. - Mohammed: Al Koran

	If there be any whose riches and birth exempt them from all employment, there will be divisions and unhappiness in the hive. Their idleness is destructive to the general welfare. - Helvetius

	All arbitrary power is an usurpation against which a people may at all times revolt. The laws that are sacred are comfortable to the public interest. Every ordinance contrary to it is not a law, but a legal abuse. - Helvetius

	There is no more inward value in the greatest Emperor than in the meanest of his subjects. His body is composed of the same substance, the same parts and with the same or greater infirmities. His education is generally worse, by flattery, idleness, and luxury, and those evil dispositions that early power is apt to give. It is, therefore, against common sense that his private personal interest or pleasure should be put in the balance with the safety of millions, every one of whom is his equal by nature. - Swift: Sermon on “Martyrdom " of Charles I

	When men fall under despotism they are bound to make efforts to shake it off; and those efforts are, at that period, the only property the unfortunate people have left. The height of misery is not to be able to free themselves from it, and to suffer without daring to complain. Where is the man barbarous and stupid enough to give the name of peace to the silence and forced tranquility of slavery? It is indeed peace, but it is the peace of the tomb. - Helvetius

	The rights of men, that is to say the natural rights of mankind, are sacred things; and, if any public measure is proved mischievously to affect them, the objection ought to be fatal to that measure, even if no charter at all could be set up against it. - Burke

	The ultimate end of all government is the good of the people. Now the greatest good of a people is their Liberty. Liberty is to the collective body what health is to every individual body. Without health no pleasure can be tasted by man; without liberty no happiness can be enjoyed by society. - Bolingbrooke

	The law does not create right: right must dictate the law. - Laveleye

	Obey the law? That is not so clear, for the law is often naught else but the will of those who impose it. The name of the law does not impose despotism, and all men have the right to resist oppressive laws. - St. Just

	The greatest of all injustice is that which goes under the name of law; and of all sorts of tyranny, the forcing of the letter of the law against equity, is the most insupportable. - L'Estrange

	It is a delusion to suppose that because a government is representative it must, therefore, be free. - John Randolph

	I am convinced that those societies (as the Indians), which live without government, enjoy in their general mass an infinitely greater degree of happiness than those that live under European governments. Among the former, public opinion is in the place of law; it restrains morals as powerfully as laws ever did anywhere. Among the latter, under pretence of government, they have divided their nations into two classes - wolves and sheep. I do not exaggerate. This is a true picture of Europe. - Thomas Jefferson

	The Princes of the Gentiles bear dominion over them, and their great ones exercise authority upon them, but among you it shall not be so. He that would be greatest among you, let him be the least. Let him be the servant of all. - Jesus Christ

	Verily I say unto you: Of all things freedom is the most precious. Never do you, my son, consent to live under any servile bond. - Sir William Wallace

	Take heed and beware of covetousness; for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things he possesseth. It is as easy for a camel to go through the eye of a needle as for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. - Jesus Christ

	Statisticians may get up any array of figures to prove that a man ought to be filled when he is hungry; but people have a tendency to trust the teachings of their stomachs rather than the finest set of figures in the world. - J. Morrison Davidson

	It appears to me that it is a demonstrable fact that when those who are very rich suddenly become more numerous, and still richer, without any increased power of wealth-production independent of labour, then as a necessary result, those who are poor become poorer. - Alfred Russel Wallace

	The land shall not be sold in perpetuity; for the land is Mine, saith the Lord. Woe unto them that join house to house, and lay field to field till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth. - Old Testament

	The Land Question is the bottom question: Man is a land animal. - Henry George

	Opulence is always the product of theft committed, if not by the actual possesser, then by his ancestors. - St. Jerome

	The rich man is a thief. - St. Basil

	To work at the bidding and for the profit of another, without any interest in the work - the price of their labour being adjusted by hostile competition, one side demanding as much, and the other paying as little, as possible - is not, even when wages are high, a satisfactory state to human beings of educated intelligence, who have ceased to think themselves naturally inferior to those whom they serve. - John Stuart Mill

	At present the workers, as a rule, are mere hirelings. Under the present system men often hate their work. They have no share in the profit that results. Make them realise they are working for themselves and their fellows, and their point of view is changed. When a man is interested in making a business successful he is quick, not slow, to adopt improvements. In many cases twenty-five per cent, more output will be obtained without increase of hours of human wear or tear. - Lord Grey

	A slave who is satisfied with his position, is twice as slave, because not only is his body in slavery, but his soul also. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is difficult to train ourselves not to feel sorry for people in situations where they typically feel devastated - when they lose property, family, beauty, health, social glory, - and instead to pity them when they are truly pitiful: when they lose the sense of morality, the purity of mind, good habits. Yet, this attitude toward people is a must, in order to fulfill our duties for them. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Nothing facilitates morality in people's lives better than their mindfulness of death. Yet, medical science promotes distancing from the thoughts of death, and thus deprives people of the chief motivator toward moral life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	What a sick needs is not the concealment of the imminent death from him, but, on the contrary, bringing his attention to the consciousness of his growing, spiritual, divine nature, which is not subject to shrinkage or death. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life is something that opens through our consciousness, and it always present everywhere. Our delusion is that we call life something that actually closes life away from us. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The true purpose of life is to get to know the infinite life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life makes sense only as a task or as a duty. - Giuseppe Mazzini, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life is a constant movement toward death; and therefore your life can only be a blessing when you don’t consider death evil. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Consciousness of divinity of our soul makes us fearless in the face of all the calamities of life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	God lives in all people; but not all people live in God. This is the reason for human sufferings. - Brahmin wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Truthfulness is not a virtue, but a sign of the absence of vices. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The more veneration things, customs, laws attract, the more carefully need to question the bases for veneration. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	To recognize only the visible is to be useless, infertile, transient, mortal. - Lucy A. Mallory, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Reasoning is the distinctive trait that separates human from animals. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life is a school where failure is a better teacher than luck. - Suleiman Grenadian, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	True equality requires not only abolition of castes, ranks, advantages, but also abolition of the chief weapon of inequality - violence. Equality cannot be realized, as it is thought, by civil proceedings; it is only achieved by love for God and people. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	When you look at the lives of Christian peoples - divided into ones who spend their entire lives in a stupefying, exterminating, unnecessary labor and others satiated with idleness and countless pleasures, - you can’t help but get stricken by that terrible degree of inequality, which people professing the law of Christianity have reached, and especially by the lie of preaching equality in the order of life that appalls by the most cruel and obvious inequality. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	It is OK if the body will suffer from the soul’s work; but it is a shame when the most precious in human – his soul - will suffer from the body. - Talmud, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	People have arranged their lives in a way that some do not work anything and make others to work for them; they are depressed because they do not know what to do; they devise all sorts of stupidity and nastiness to occupy themselves. Yet others overwork, depressed by work, depressed because they have to work not for themselves but for others. Both are not well. The first, the idle, are not well because they destroy their souls from idleness; the second are not well because they wear their bodies out with overwork. Yet, the working is still in a better position than not working. The soul is more valuable than the body. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	How perverted this world must be where the rich, who live by the labor of the poor - housed, nourished, dressed by the poor - may think that they are the benefactors of the poor!, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If the rich are able to patronize the poor with their wealth, it is because the government, while patronizing some, introduces property inequality, and thus creates the need for charity. But under such conditions, does the help - that the rich render to the poor - even deserve the name of charity, which they like to boast as a virtue?, Kant, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If the truth does not tell us what we should do, it will always tell us what we should not, or should stop doing. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Whoever has this world’s wealth, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how the love of God dwells in him?

My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. - 1 John 3, 17-18, New Testament

	There is nothing more harmful - for oneself and others - than the activities solely aimed at improving one's animal life; and there is no more beneficial - for oneself and others - than the activities aimed at improving one's soul. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Man sees evil in death and suffering only when he takes the law of his carnal, animal existence for the law of his life. It’s only when he, a human, descends to animal level, death and suffering become frightening to him.

Death and suffering, like scarecrow, appear to him from all sides and drive him to one road of human life, open to him: of fulfillment of God’s law, expressed in love.

Death and suffering are merely his transgressions of this law. For the person who lives entirely by the law of God, there is no death, no suffering. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Charity is only charity when it is a sacrifice. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Fear of death is unnatural to Homo sapiens. Fear of death in human is the consciousness of his sin. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Way of good life is narrow. And it's easy to recognize it; we recognize it the same way we recognize a path across a swamp.

A reasonable man, if he steps off the path on one side or another, gets in a swamp of irrationality and evil. A reasonable man, having stumbled into the swamp, at once returns on the boards. But the mad man goes further and further into the swamp, and it is harder and harder for him to get out of it. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	If you do good to them which do good to you, what to thank you for? for sinners also do the same.

And if you lend to them of whom you hope to receive back, what to thank you for? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again.

But love you your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing back; and your reward shall be great, and you shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be you therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. - Luke 6,34-36, New Testament

	Passion of preference of some people to others, mistakenly called love, is like a wilding, on which true love can be grafted, for it to bring the fruits. But just like the wilding is not an apple tree and does not give fruits or gives bitter fruits instead of sweet, similarly, passion is not love and does not bring good to people or brings even worse evil. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A habit becomes an idol. And every man must break his idols. - Sufi wisdom, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The essence of true life is to be becoming better, to be conquering your bodily wants with the power of spirit, thus to be approaching God. This does not happen by itself. It takes efforts, but it brings satisfaction. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	A habit can never considered a virtue, even if it is a good habit. The benevolence, once is becomes a habit, ceases to be a virtue. Virtue is only that which is achieved by an effort. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Moral effort and the joy of the consciousness of life alternate the same way as physical work and the joy of rest. There is no joy of rest without physical work; and there can be no joy of the consciousness of life without moral effort. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Death seems to us something terrible only to the extent at which we retreat in our life from the eternal law. - David Thomas, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	For the pagan world, wealth means fame and greatness. For a Christian, wealth is the sign of his weakness or dishonesty. To say ‘a rich Christian’ is like saying ‘a legless racehorse’. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	God provided animals with all they need. But he did not provide humans with everything; man by himself must attain all that he needs. Higher wisdom is not born with a man; he needs to work to achieve it; and the more efforts he puts, the higher is the reward. He cannot achieve perfect wisdom unless he makes a great effort. - Bab tablets

	The man who is dependent on a master for his living is not a free man. - Henry George, Social problems

	"Let us elect good men to office,' say the quacks who propose to cure the symptoms without touching the disease. Yes; let us catch little birds by sprinkling salt on their tails!, Henry George, Social problems

	Our government has become government by the strong and unscrupulous. A voter occasionally, in disgust, votes for ''the other man," or "the other party"; but, generally, to find that he has only effected a change of masters, or secured the same masters under different names. - Henry George, Social problems

	The map of the United States is colored to show States and Territories. A map of real political powers would ignore State lines. - Henry George, Social problems

	Envy the rich? Envy those who spend their strength to gather what they cannot use here and cannot take away? The only thing certain to any of us is death. We come from where we know not; we go—who shall say? What, when our time comes, does it matter whether we have fared daintily or not, whether we have worn soft raiment or not, whether we leave a great fortune or nothing at all, whether we shall have reaped honors or been despised, have been counted learned or ignorant - as compared with how we may have used that talent which has been entrusted to us for the Master's service? What shall it matter, when eyeballs glaze and ears grow dull, if out of the darkness may stretch a hand, and into the silence may come a voice: "Well done, you good and faithful servant: you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things; enter you into the joy of your Lord!", Henry George, Social problems

	The fact, attested by universal consciousness, is that there are rights as between man and man which existed before the formation of government, and which continue to exist in spite of the abuse of government; that there is a higher law than any human law—to wit, the law of the Creator, impressed upon and revealed through nature, which is before and above human laws, and upon conformity to which all human laws must depend for their validity. - Henry George, Social problems

	Freedom is acquired by conquest, not by gift. It must be pursued constantly and responsibly. Freedom is not an ideal located outside of man; nor is it an idea which becomes myth. It is rather the indispensable condition for the quest for human completion". - Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed

	If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. - Luke 15.26, New Testament

	Dear God! Keep me in poverty while I'm living; and allow me die poor. - Mahomet's Prayer, Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	Riches and poverty are a thick or thin costume; and our life - the life of all of us - identical. - Emerson

	(Socrates:) And isn’t it also true that bodily condition deteriorates with rest and idleness? While by exertion and motion it can be preserved for a long time?, Plato, Complete works

	(Socrates:) The man of the law courts — he can’t make his speeches on any subject he likes; he has his adversary standing over him, armed with compulsory powers and with the sworn statement, which is read out point by point as he proceeds, and must be kept to by the speaker.

Such conditions make him keen and highly strung, skilled in flattering the master and working his way into favor; but cause his soul to be small and warped. His early servitude prevents him from making a free, straight growth; it forces him into doing crooked things by imposing dangers and alarms upon a soul that is still tender. He cannot meet these by just and honest practice, and so resorts to lies and to the policy of repaying one wrong with another; thus he is constantly being bent and distorted, and in the end grows up to manhood with a mind that has no health in it, having now become—in his own eyes—a man of ability and wisdom. There is your practical man, Theodorus. - Plato, Complete works

	Talk about slavery! It is not the peculiar institution of the South. It exists wherever men are bought and sold, wherever a man allows himself to be made a mere thing or a tool, and surrenders his inalienable rights of reason and conscience. It exists in the Northern States, and I am reminded by what I find in the newspapers that it exists in Canada.

I never yet met with, or heard of, a judge who was not a slave of this kind, and so the finest and most unfailing weapon of injustice. He fetches a slightly higher price than the black man only because he is a more valuable slave. - Thoreau, Journal

	The laws of extreme variety have been passed from the various motives, although none of them expresses the will of the whole people, have one general characteristic - if any man does not obey them, those who have made them will send armed men; and the armed men will beat, deprive of freedom, or even kill the man who does not obey their law.

It cannot be otherwise, because no one is able to compel people to obey what other people want of them except by subjecting them to personal injury, loss of liberty, or capital punishment.

It is violence, and not just basic violence which people resort to in moments of passion, but the organised violence used by people who have power, in order to compel others to obey the laws they (the powerful) have made, in other words, to do their will. - Tolstoy, Slavery of our times

	A country which cannot stand any one of these tests, - a country where knowledge cannot be diffused without perils of mob law and statute law; where speech is not free; where liberty is attacked in the primary institution of social life; where the laborer is not secured in the earnings of his own hands; - that country is, in all these respects, not civil, but barbarous. - Emerson, Civilization

	The masses rarely bother to separate the real from the apparent. - Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	Any custom that has existed for a long time seems natural and necessary to us. This is merely habit. Nonetheless, this, more than anything else, keeps us from realizing the basic injustice. - , Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	Look at the means required. The government employs a large number of officials with inquisitorial powers. There are temptations to bribery, perjury, and all other means of evasion, which beget a demoralization of opinion. It puts a premium upon unscrupulousness and a tax upon conscience. - Henry George, Progress and Poverty

	If you wish well-being, follow the law of God. Fulfillment of God's law is only possible by effort. Effort is rewarded not only with a joyful life, but the effort by itself gives the greatest pleasure of life. - Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Make sure to have no property other than your soul. Choose decidedly the best lifestyle, and the habit will make it enjoyable for you. Wealth is an unreliable anchor, and fame is even worse, the same is with the body, power, honor - all that is insignificant and powerless. What is a reliable anchor for life? Only virtue. Such is the divine law that only virtue is held firmly and unwaveringly; all the rest is nothing. - Pythagoras of Samos, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	The battle against evil must be the lot of the best representatives of mankind, and not of those in the current social order: police officers, jailers, bureaucrats,… - people of self-interest, vanity, pride, hypocrisy and pretense. Because if you exclude the vices from the privileges of the current fighters against evil - those big salaries, reprehensible incomes, ranks, orders, subordination, and bribes, all the current zealous fighters and orators will run away. - Booka, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. - Matthew 16.19, New Testament

	The man whose power sets him above humanity must himself be above all human weaknesses, or this excess of power will only serve to sink him lower than his fellows, and lower than he would himself have been had he remained their equal. - Rousseau

	The value of most arguments turning upon statistics is well illustrated in the story of the government clerk who, being told to get up the statistics of a certain question, wished first to know which side it was desired that they should support. Under their imposing appearance of exactness may lurk the gravest errors and wildest assumptions. - Henry George, Protection or Free Trade

	He who struggles for that recognition of justice which, by securing to each his own, will make it needless to beg for alms from one for another, is doing a greater and a higher work than he who builds churches, or endows hospitals, or founds colleges and libraries. This justice, which would first secure to each his own earnings, is, it seems to me, of that higher than almsgiving. - Henry George, Social problems

	When Christ came and changed the face of the world, he spoke not of rights to the rich, who needed not to achieve them; nor to the poor, who would doubtless have abused them, in imitation of the rich; he spoke not of utility, nor of interest, to a people whom interest and utility had corrupted. He spoke of duty, he spoke of love, of sacrifice and of faith; and he said that they should be first among all who had contributed most by their labor to the good of all. - Mazzini

	Christ's every act was the visible representation of the faith he preached. Be you such and you will conquer. Preach duty to the classes about you, and fulfill, as far as in you lies, your own. Preach virtue, sacrifice and love; and be yourselves virtuous, loving and ready for self-sacrifice. Speak your thoughts boldly, and make known your wants courageously; but without anger, without reaction, and without threats. The strongest menace, if indeed there be those for whom threats are necessary, will be the firmness, not the irritation, of your speech. - Mazzini

	The fact, attested by universal consciousness, is that there are rights as between man and man which existed before the formation of government, and which continue to exist in spite of the abuse of government; that there is a higher law than any human law—to wit, the law of the Creator, impressed upon and revealed through nature, which is before and above human laws, and upon conformity to which all human laws must depend for their validity.

To deny this is to assert that there is no standard whatever by which the rightfulness or wrongfulness of laws and institutions can be measured; to assert that there can be no actions in themselves right and none in themselves wrong; to assert that an edict which commanded mothers to kill their children should receive the same respect as a law prohibiting infanticide.

These natural rights, this higher law, form the only true and sure basis for social organization. - Henry George, Social problems

	In what we attempt to do by government and what we leave undone we are like a man who should leave the provision of his dinner to the promptings of his stomach while attempting to govern his digestion by the action of his will… It is not the business of government to interfere with the views which any one may hold of the Creator or with the worship he may choose to pay him… and the result of governmental interference in this domain has been hypocrisy, corruption, persecution and religious war. - Henry George, Social problems

	True generosity consists precisely in fighting to destroy the causes which nourish false charity. False charity constrains the fearful and subdued, the ‘rejects of life’, to extend their trembling hands. True generosity lies in striving so these hands—whether of individuals or entire people—need be extended less and less in supplication, so that more and more they become human hands which work and, working, transform the world. - Paulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed

	You want to make us murderers. You're asking us for money to produce weapons of murder; you want us to be part of your organized collection of murderers. But we are professing the Eternal Law, also written in your heart, according to which not only murder, but any hostility is forbidden, and therefore we cannot obey you. - Tolstoy, Two wars

	Every revolution was first a thought in one man's mind, and when the same thought occurs to another man, it is the key to that era. Every reform was once a private opinion, and when it shall be a private opinion again it will solve the problem of the age. - Emerson, History

	God will not have his work made manifest by cowards. - Emerson, On self Reliance

	A healthy soul stands united with the Just and the True, as the magnet arranges itself with the pole; so that he stands to all beholders like a transparent object betwixt them and the sun, and whoso journeys towards the sun, journeys towards that person. He is thus the medium of the highest influence to all who are not on the same level. - Emerson, Character

	Virtue, it is said, is the love of order. I may as well say that vice also consists in the love of order taken in a different sense. The difference is that a good being regulates himself according to the general order of things, and a wicked being regulates things agreeably to his own private interest: the latter makes himself the centre of all things. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The multinationals are not American any more. Transcending nations, they serve not their country’s interests, but their own. They manipulate our tax policies to help themselves. They determine our statecraft. They are autonomous. They do not need to coin money or raise armies. They use ours. - Henry George

	Some will tell us that conscience is founded merely on our prejudices, but I know from my own experience that its dictates constantly follow the order of nature, in contradiction to all human laws and institutions. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	My sensations are all internal, as they make me sensible of my own existence; but the cause of them is external and independent, as they affect me without my consent, and do not depend on my will for their production or annihilation. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To what unprejudiced view does not the visible arrangement of the universe display the supreme intelligence of its author? How much sophistry does it not require to disavow the harmony of created beings, and that admirable order in which all the parts of the system concur to the preservation of each other?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There is not a being in the universe which may not, in some respect, be regarded as the common center of all others, which are ranged around it in such a manner that they serve reciprocally as cause and effect to one another. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Those who deny the unity of design, so manifest in the relation of all the parts of this grand system, may endeavor as much as they will to conceal their absurdities with abstract ideas, coordinations, general principles, and emblematical terms. Whatever they may advance, it is impossible for me to conceive that a system of beings can be so wisely regulated, without the existence of some intelligent cause which effects such regulation. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	It is not in my power to believe that passive inanimate matter could ever have produced living and sensible creatures, - that a blind fatality should be productive of intelligent beings, - or that a cause, incapable itself of thinking, should produce the faculty of thinking in its effects. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Certain it is that the whole universe is one design, and sufficiently displays one intelligent agent. For I see no part of this system that is not under regulation, or that does not concur to one and the same end; vis. that of preserving the present and established order of things. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I believe therefore, that the world is governed by a wise and powerful Will. The Being, whose will is his deed, whose principle of action is in himself,—that Being, in a word, whatever it be, that gives motion to all parts of the universe, and governs all things, I call God. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To the term God I affix the ideas of intelligence, power, and will, which I have collected from the order of things; and to these I add that of goodness, which is a necessary consequence of their union. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	You may talk to me as much as you please of combinations and chances. If organized bodies are fortuitously combined in a thousand ways before they assume settled and constant forms; if at first they are formed stomachs without mouths, feet without heads, hands without arms, and imperfect organs of every kind, which have perished for want of the necessary faculties of self-preservation; how comes it that none of these imperfect essays have engaged our attention?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I, who see only the one, must conclude that there is an infinite number against it, and that it is not the effect of chance. Add to this that the product of these combinations must be always of the same nature with the combined elements; hence life and organization never can result from a blind concourse of atoms, nor will the chemist, with all his art in compounds, ever find sensation and thought at the bottom of his crucible. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	What a presumption was it to set down to make a book of those wonders of nature that display the wisdom of their author? Had his book been as big as the whole world, he would not have exhausted his subject; and no sooner do we enter into the minutiae of things than the greatest wonder of all escapes us;—that is, the harmony and connection of the whole. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	That insurmountable barrier which nature hath placed between the various species of animals, that they might not be confounded with each other, makes her intentions sufficiently evident. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The scenes of nature present to my view the most perfect harmony and proportion; those of mankind - nothing but confusion and disorder.

Mere animals are happy; but man, their lord and sovereign, is miserable!, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I discovered two distinct principles in man; the one raising him to the study of eternal truths, the love of justice and moral beauty—bearing him aloft to the regions of the intellectual world, the contemplation of which yields the truest delight to the philosopher; the other debasing him even below himself, subjecting him to the slavery of sense, the tyranny of the passions, and exciting these to counteract every noble and generous sentiment inspired by the former. Being so different in their natures, their state of union is a state of violence. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I am active when I listen to my reason, and passive when hurried away by my passions; while my greatest uneasiness is to find, when fallen under temptations, that I had the power of resisting them. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I cannot help regarding him as a disingenuous sophist, who had rather attribute sentiment to stocks and stones than acknowledge man to have a soul. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	When I give myself up to any temptation, I act from the impulse of external objects. When I reproach myself for my weakness in so doing, I listen only to the dictates of my will. I am a slave in my vices, and free in my repentance. The sentiment of my liberty is effaced only by my depravation, and when I prevent the voice of the soul from being heard in opposition to the laws of the body. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Providence does not contrive the evil, which is the consequence of man's abusing the liberty his creator gave him; it only does not prevent it, either because the evil, which so impotent a being is capable of doing, is beneath its notice, or because it cannot prevent it without laying a restraint upon his liberty, and causing a greater evil by debasing his nature. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Providence has left man at liberty, not that he should do evil, but good, by choice. It has capacitated him to make such choice, in making a proper use of the faculties it has bestowed on him. His powers, however, that the use he makes of his liberty is not of importance enough to disturb the general order of the universe. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To complain that God does not prevent man from doing evil is, in fact, to complain that he has given a superior excellence to human nature,—that he has ennobled our actions by annexing to them the merit of virtue. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The highest enjoyment is that of being contented with ourselves. It is in order to deserve this contentment that we are placed here on earth and endowed with liberty,—that we are tempted by our passions, and restrained by conscience. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Is it necessary, in order to prevent man from being wicked, to reduce all his faculties to a simple instinct and make him a mere brute? No!, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	It is the abuse of our faculties which makes us wicked and miserable. Our cares, our anxieties, our griefs, are all owing to ourselves. Moral evil is incontestably our own work, and physical evil would in fret be nothing, did not our vices render us sensible of it. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To how few evils are men subject who live in primeval simplicity! They hardly know any disease, and are irritated by scarcely any passions. They neither foresee death, nor suffer by the apprehensions of it. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If we could be contented with being what we are, we should have no inducement to lament our fate; but we inflict on ourselves a thousand real evils in seeking after an imaginary happiness. Those who are impatient under trifling inconveniences, must expect to suffer much greater. In our endeavors to reestablish by medicines a constitution impaired by irregularities, we always add to the evil we feel, the greater one which we fear. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Enquire no longer, who is the author of evil. Behold him in yourself. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Where everything is good, nothing can be unjust, justice, being inseparable from goodness. Now goodness is the necessary effect of infinite power and self-love essential to every being conscious of its existence. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	That love of order which produces it we call goodness, and that love of order which preserves it is called justice. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	God, it is said, owes nothing to his creatures. For my part, I believe he owes them everything he promised them when he gave them being. Now what is less than to promise them a blessing, if he gives them an idea of it, and has so constituted them as to feel the want of it? The more I look into myself, the more plainly I read these words written in my soul: Be just and you will be happy. I see not the truth of this, however, in the present state of things, wherein the wicked triumph and the just are trampled on and oppressed. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	But let us first be virtuous, and rest assured we shall sooner or later he happy. Let us not require the prize before we have won the victory, nor demand the price of our labor before the work be finished. "It is not in the lists," says Plutarch, "that the victors at our games are crowned, but after the contests are over.", Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If the soul be immaterial, it may survive the body, and if so, Providence is justified. Had I no other proof of the immateriality of the soul, than the oppression of the just and the triumph of the wicked in this world, this alone would prevent my having the least doubt of it. So shocking a discord amidst the general harmony of things, would make me naturally look out for the cause. I should say to myself, we do not cease to exist with this life,—everything reassumes its order after death. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Alas! my failings make me but too sensible that man is but half alive in this life, and that the life of the soul commences at the death of the body. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I believe that the soul survives the body so long as is necessary to justify Providence in the good order of things; but who knows that this will be forever? I can readily conceive how material bodies wear away and are destroyed by the separation of their parts, but I cannot conceive a like dissolution of a thinking being; and hence, as I cannot imagine how it can die, I presume it cannot die at all. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Goodness in man consists in a love to his fellow creatures, and the goodness of God in a love of order; for it is on such order that the connexion and preservation of all things depend. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Again, God is just. This I am fully convinced of, as justice is the natural consequence of goodness. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Justice in man, indeed, is to render every one his due: but the justice of God requires at the hands of every one an account of the talents with which he has entrusted them. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	It remains for me to enquire what maxims I ought to draw there from for my Conduct in life,—what rules I ought to prescribe to myself, in order to fulfill my destiny on earth agreeably to the design of him who placed me here. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I deduce these rules not from the sublime principles of philosophy, but find them written in indelible characters on my heart. All that I feel to be right, is right; whatever I feel to be wrong, is wrong. Conscience is the ablest of all casuists, and it is only when we are trafficing with her, that we have recourse to the subtleties of logical ratiocination. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Conscience is the voice of the soul,—the passions are the voice of the body. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Reason deceives us but too often, and has given us a light to distrust her conclusions; but conscience never deceives us. She is to the soul what instinct is to the body,—she is man's truest and safest guide. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If virtue be anything real, it ought to be the same in our hearts as in our actions; and one of the first rewards of virtue is to be conscious of our putting it in practice. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There are but few of these cadaverous souls— but few persons so insensible, if their own interest be set aside, to what is just and good. Iniquity never pleases unless we profit by it: in every other case it is natural for us to desire the protection of the innocent. We are not only desirous of happiness for ourselves, but also for the happiness of others. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	We hear daily of the tries of remorse for secret crimes, and frequently see remarkable instances of conscience bringing these crimes to light. Alas! who is a total stranger to this importunate voice? We speak of it from experience, and would be glad to silence so disagreeable a monitor. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	We hate the wicked not only because their vices are hurtful, but also because they are wicked. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The wicked man is afraid of, and shuns himself. He turns his eyes on every side in search of objects to amuse him. Without an opportunity for satire and raillery he would be always sad. His only pleasure lies in mockery and insult. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The serenity of the just is internal. His smiles are not those of malignity but of joy. The source of them is found in himself, and he is as cheerful when alone as in the midst of an assembly. He derives not contentment from those who approach him, but communicates it to them. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Moral instinct influenced the human heart to rebel against evil. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There evidently exists, then, in the soul of man, an innate principle of justice and goodness, by which, in spite of our own maxims, we approve or condemn the actions of ourselves and others. To this principle it is that I give the appellation of conscience. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There’s a striking uniformity in the judgment of mankind. Tell me if there be any country upon earth in which it is deemed a crime to be sincere, compassionate, beneficent, and generous,— in which an honest man is despicable, and knavery held in esteem?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	It is pretended that every one contributes to the public good for his own interest; but whence comes it that the virtuous man contributes to it to his prejudice? Can a man lay down his life for his own interest? Unless we take moral good into the account, none but the actions of the wicked can ever be explained by motives of private interest. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	You need only to distinguish between our acquired ideas and our natural sentiments, for we are sensible before we are intelligent; and as we do not learn to desire our own good and to avoid what is evil, but possess this desire immediately from nature, so the love of virtue and hatred of vice are as natural as the love of ourselves!, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To know what is virtuous is not to love virtue. It is not enough that such a guide exists,—it is necessary to know and follow conscience. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If conscience speaks to all hearts, it may be said, how comes it that so few understand her? It is, alas! because she speaks to us in the language of nature, which everything conspires to make us forget. Conscience is timid,—she loves peace and retirement. The world and its noises terrify her. The prejudices she has been compelled to give rise to are her most cruel enemies, before whom she is silent or avoids their presence. Their louder voice entirely overpowers heir's, and prevents her being heard. Fanaticism counterfeits her nature, and dictates in her name the greatest of crimes. Thus, from being often rejected, she at length ceases to speak to us, and answers not our inquiries after being long held in contempt; it also casts us as much trouble to recall, as it did at first to banish her from our bosoms. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There are a thousand reasons for our not complying with the dictates of our hearts. The false prudence of the world confines our good inclinations to ourselves, and all our fortitude is necessary to cast off the yoke. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	To take a pleasure in virtue is the reward of having been virtuous, nor is this prize to be obtained till it be merited. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Nothing is more amiable than virtue, but we must possess it, in order to find it such. When we court at first its embraces, it assumes a thousand terrifying forms, and displays at last its own only to those who are tenacious of their hold. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Virtue, it is said, is the love of order.

I may as well say that vice also consists in the love of order taken in a different sense.

The difference is that a good being regulates himself according to the general order of things, and a wicked being regulates things agreeably to his own private interest. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	O may you be one day sensible how great a weight we are relieved from, when, having exhausted the vanity of human opinions and tasted of the bitterness of the passions, we see ourselves at last so near the path to wisdom,—the reward of our good actions, and the source of that happiness we had despaired of obtaining. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I see in myself nothing more than the work and instrument of a superior being desirous of and doing good, desirous also of effecting mine by the concurrence of my will to his own, and by my making a right use of my liberty. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	What can afford greater felicity than to perceive one's self making a part of a system where everything is constructed aright?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	On every occasion of pain or sorrow, I support them with patience, reflecting that they are transitory and that they are derived from a body that is detached from myself. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If I am ever dealt with unjustly I say to myself, that just Being, who governs all things, knows how to indemnify me. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	It is true they now cannot help their being weak and wicked; but it is their fault that they at first became so. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	I am affected by his beneficence, I praise him for his mercies, but never so far forget myself as to pray. For what should I ask of him? That he should for my sake pervert the order of things, and work miracles in my favor? Shall I, who ought to love and admire above all things that order which is established by his wisdom and maintained by his providence, desire that such order should be broken for me? No! such a rash petition would rather merit punishment than acceptance. Nor can I pray to him for the power of acting aright: for why should I petition for what he has already given me? Has he not given me conscience to love virtue, reason to know what it is, and liberty to make it my choice? If I do evil, I have no excuse: I do it because I will. To desire him to change my will, is to require that of him which he requires of me. This would be to desire him to do my work, while I receive the reward. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	You, source of justice and truth, God! merciful and just! placing my confidence in you, the chief desire of my heart is that Your will be done. The only thing which, under a just diffidence of myself, I request of him, or rather expect from his justice, is that he will point to my errors when I go astray, for I do not think my judgment infallible. I have done everything in my power to arrive at truth; but its source is elevated beyond my reach. If my faculties fail me, in what am I culpable? Is it not then necessary for truth to stoop to my capacity?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	My exposition treats of nothing more than natural religion. It is very strange that we should stand in need of any other!

Take a view of the Works of nature, listen to the voice within, and then tell me what God has omitted to say to your sight, your conscience, your understanding?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Let us not confound the ceremonials of religion with religion itself. The worship of God demands that of the heart; and this, when it is sincere, is ever uniform. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Alas! my friend, where is the use of kneeling? Stand as upright as you may, you will always be near enough to the earth. God requires to be worshipped in spirit and in truth. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Would we seek the truth in sincerity, we must lay no stress on the place or circumstance of our birth, nor on the authority of fathers and teachers; but appeal to the dictates of reason and conscience concerning everything that is taught us in our youth. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	There are certain men who are to tell me what God has said. I had much rather have heard it from himself. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Another man is as liable to be deceived as I am. When I believe, therefore, what he says, it is not because he says it, but because he proves it. The testimony of mankind, therefore, is really that of my reason, and adds nothing to the natural means God has given me for the discovery of the truth. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Where are those miracles to be seen? Are they related only in books? Pray, who wrote those books? - Men. - Who were witnesses to these miracles? - Men. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The supreme Being is best displayed by the fixed and unalterable order of nature. If there should happen many exceptions to such general laws, I should no longer know what to think; and for my part, I must confess I believe too much in God to believe in so many miracles so little worthy of him. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	If they describe the Deity as a vindictive, partial, jealous, and angry Being; as a God of war and of battles, always ready to thunder and destroy; always threatening slaughter and revenge, and even boasting of punishing the innocent, my heart cannot be incited to love so terrible a Deity.

I should say to the advocates and professors of such a religion: “Your God is not mine! A Being who began his dispensations with partiality, selecting one people and proscribing the rest of mankind, is not the common father of the human race; a Being who destines to eternal punishment the greater part of his creatures, is not that good and merciful God who is pointed out by my reason.", Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The God whom I adore is not a God of darkness; he has not given me an understanding to forbid me the use of it. To bid me give up my reason, is to insult the author of it. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Are you desirous of gaining information from books? How many libraries must you turn over! And who is to direct you in the choice of the books?

Nothing is more fallacious than books.

Are not all books written by men?, Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The artisan who lives only by his industry, the husbandman who cannot read, the timid and delicate virgin, the feeble valetudinarian, all must, without exception, study, meditate, dispute, and travel the world over in search of truth.

I could never believe that God required me, under pain of eternal damnation, to be so very learned; and, therefore, I shut up all my books. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	The book of nature lies open to every eye. It is from this sublime and wonderful volume that I learn to serve and adore its Divine Author. No person is excusable for neglecting to read this book, as it is written in an universal language, intelligible to all mankind. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Had I been born on a desert island or had never been a human creature beside myself; had I never been informed of what had formerly happened in a certain comer of the world; I might yet have learned, by the exercise and cultivation of my reason, and by the proper use of faculties God has given me, to know and to love him. I might hence have learned to love and admire his power and goodness, and to have properly discharged my duty here on earth. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	A good pastor is a minister of goodness, as a good magistrate is a minister of justice. A pastor can have no temptation to evil; and though he may not always have it in his power to do good himself, he is really doing his duty when soliciting it of others. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	Speak only what is true, do only what is right; for, after all, the object of greatest importance is to faithfully discharge our duty. - Rousseau, Profession of Faith of a Savoyard Vicar

	He who sets out to search for Truth, must leave these valleys of Superstition forever, taking with him not one shred that has belonged to them. Alone he must wander down into the Land of Absolute Negation and Denial. He must abide there. He must resist temptation. When the light breaks, he must arise and follow it into the country of dry sunshine. The mountains of stern Reality will rise before him. He must climb them. Beyond, them lies Truth. - Olive Schreiner, A Search for Truth

	Even the strongest current of water cannot add a drop to a cup that is already full.

The most difficult subjects can be explained to the most slow-witted man if he has not formed any idea of them already; but the simplest thing cannot be made clear to the most intelligent man if he is firmly persuaded that he knows already, without a shadow of doubt, what is laid before him. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Do not rejoice that the spirits are subject to you, but seek rather that your names be written in heaven. - Christ, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Our whole life is in flat contradiction with all we know, and with all we regard as necessary and right. This contradiction runs through everything, in economic life, in political life, and in international life. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	We all know how our laws are made. We have all been behind the scenes, we know that they are the product of covetousness, trickery, and party struggles; that there is not and cannot be any real justice in them. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	A man cannot not suffer when his whole life is defined beforehand for him by laws, which he must obey under threat of punishment, though he does not believe in their wisdom or justice, and often clearly perceives their injustice, cruelty, and artificiality. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	People are astonished that every year there are sixty thousand cases of suicide in Europe, and those only the recognized and recorded cases; but one ought rather to be surprised that there are so few. Every man of the present day, if we go deep enough into the contradiction between his conscience and his life, is in a state of despair. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Here is the only explanation of the dreadful intensity with which men of modern times strive to stupefy themselves, with spirits, tobacco, opium, cards, reading newspapers, traveling, and all kinds of spectacles and amusements. If there were no external means of dulling their consciences, half of mankind would shoot themselves without delay, for to live in opposition to one’s reason is the most intolerable condition.

And that is the condition of all men of the present day. All men of the modern world exist in a state of continual and flagrant antagonism between their conscience and their way of life. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The essence of government is not to obey, but to enforce obedience. And therefore it always strives for that and will never willingly abandon its power. But since the power of government rests on the army, it will never give up the army, and the use of the army. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The learned lawyers, deceiving themselves and others, assert in their books that government is not what it really is, one collection of men raping others, but, as made known by science, is the representation of the citizens in their collective capacity. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	History shows that from Caesar to Napoleon, and from Napoleon to Bismarck, government is in its essence always a force acting in violation of justice, and that it cannot be otherwise. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Justice can have no binding force on a ruler or rulers who keep men deluded and drilled in readiness for acts of violence – soldiers, and by means of them control others. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Government can never agree to reduce the number of these drilled slaves, who constitute its whole power and importance. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The matter is in the personal attitude of each man to the moral, religious, question, i.e. whether it is lawful or not for him to take part in military service. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Certain learned men believe that, from their speechmaking and writing, the governments will dismiss their forces, leaving themselves without any defense, not only against their neighbors, but also against their own subjects. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	People busy themselves over peace congresses. And governments express their sympathy and make a show of encouraging them. In the same way they pretend to support temperance societies, while they are living principally on the drunkenness of the people; and pretend to encourage education, when their whole strength is based on ignorance; and to support constitutional freedom, when their strength rests on the absence of freedom; and to be anxious for the improvement of the condition of the working classes, when their very existence depends on their oppression; and to support Christianity, when Christianity destroys all government. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The governments have long ago elaborated methods of encouraging temperance that cannot eliminate drunkenness; methods of supporting education that not only fail to prevent ignorance but even increase it; methods of promoting freedom and constitutionalism that do not hamper despotism; methods of protecting the working classes that will not free them from slavery; and they have come up with such Christianity that does not destroy but supports governments. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	If a system injures the intelligence it is bad. If it injures the character it is vicious. If it injures the conscience it is criminal. - Amiel, Journal



	The magnitude of a crime cannot be its extenuation; if killing is a crime, killing many can be no extenuating circumstance; if robbery is disgraceful, invasion cannot be glorious. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	It is as much the duty of anyone who governs to avoid war, as it is the duty of a captain of a ship to avoid shipwreck. - Guy de Maupassant, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	We are but the tools of that autocratic abstraction the state, which enslaves each individual in the name of the will of all, who would all, taken individually, desire exactly the opposite of what they are forced to do. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Authority, in the sense in which the word is ordinarily understood, is a means of forcing a man to act in opposition to his desires. The man who submits to authority does not do as he chooses but as he is obliged by authority. Nothing can oblige a man to do what he does not choose except physical force, or the threat of it, that is – deprivation of freedom, blows, imprisonment, or easily carried out threats of such punishments. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	In spite of the unceasing efforts of those who happen to be in authority to conceal this and attribute some other significance to it, authority has always meant for man the cord, the chain, with which he is bound and fettered, or the knout with which he is to be flogged, or the ax with which he is to have hands, ears, nose, or head cut off, or at the very least, the threat of these terrors. So it was under Nero and Genghis Khan, and so it is today, even under the most liberal government in the Republics of the United States or of France. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	If men submit to authority, it is only because they are afraid of the punishments which can be applied to them in case of their disobedience. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	All state obligations of payment of taxes, fulfillment of state duties, and submission to punishments, exile, fines, etc. - to which people appear to submit voluntarily, are always based on bodily violence or the threat of it. The basis of authority is bodily violence. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Those in power are in no way different from other men, and therefore are no more disposed than others to subordinate their own interests to those of the society. On the contrary, having the power to do so at their disposal, they are more disposed than others to subordinate the public interests to their own. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Whatever means men have devised for preventing those in authority from over-riding public interests for their own benefit, or for entrusting power only to the most faultless people, they have not so far succeeded in either of those aims. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Everyone knows that men in authority – be they emperors, government ministers, governors, or police officers – are always, simply from the possession of power, more liable to be corrupt, that is, to subordinate public interests to their personal aims than those who have not the power to do so. Indeed, it could not be otherwise. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The evil of violence, when it passes into the hands of authority, is always growing and growing, and in time becomes greater than the evil it is supposed to suppress. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The weaker the oppressed, the less effort need be made to keep him in subjection. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The enfeebling the oppressed to the furthest extreme to which they can be reduced with advantage to the oppressors, remains always the same for any form of government. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The government needs armed forces, first of all, to keep their subjects in oppression and to be able to enjoy the fruits of their labor. But there also are other governments, exploiting their subjects by violence in the same way. And so every government needs an army also to protect its booty from its neighbor bandits. And every increase in the army of one state, with the aim of self-defence against its subjects, becomes a source of danger for neighboring states and calls for a similar increase in their armies. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The armed forces have reached their present number of millions not only through the menace of danger from neighboring states, but principally through the necessity of subduing every effort at revolt on the part of the subjects. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Just remember what things are done in every state, in the name of order and the public welfare, of which the execution always falls to the army. All repression of insurrections, all military intervention to break up meetings and to suppress strikes, all forced extortion of taxes, all the iniquitous distributions of land, all the restrictions on labor – are either carried out directly by the military or by the police with the army at their back. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The men who are punished as criminals, we know very well, are not a different kind of being like wild beasts among sheep, but are men just like ourselves, and no more naturally inclined to crimes than those against whom they commit them. We know now that threats and punishments cannot diminish their number; that that can only be done by change of environment and moral influence. Consequently, there is no longer justification of state violence on the ground of the protection from evil-disposed persons. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	At present one would rather say on the contrary that the action of the state with its cruel methods of punishment, behind the general moral standard of the age, such as prisons, galleys, gibbets, and guillotines, tends rather to brutalize the people than to civilize them, and consequently rather to increase than diminish the number of malefactors. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	“Except for the state,” they tell us, “we should not have any religion, education, culture, means of transportation, and so on. In fact, government is more often an obstacle than an assistance in attaining these aims. It not only fails to encourage, but directly hinders every movement by which people try to work out new forms of life for themselves. Every attempt at the solution of the problems of labor, land, politics, and religion meets with direct opposition on the part of government. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The government, they tell us, with its army, is necessary to defend us from neighboring states that might enslave us. But we know this is what all governments say of one another, and yet we know that all the European nations profess the same principles of liberty and fraternity, and therefore stand in no need of protection against one another. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Even looking at it practically, weighing, that is to say, all the burdens laid on him by the state, no man can fail to see that for him personally to comply with state demands and serve in the army, would, in the majority of cases, be more disadvantageous than to refuse to do so. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	If the majority of men choose to submit rather than to refuse, it is not the result of sober balancing of advantages and disadvantages, but because they are induced by a kind of hypnotizing process practiced upon them. In submitting they simply yield to the suggestions given them as orders, without thought or effort of will. To resist would need independent thought and effort of which not every man is capable. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Whoever hears these sayings of mine, and put them into practice, I will liken him to a wise man, who built his house upon a rock; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that hears these sayings, and does not put them into practice, shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell, and great was its fall. - Matt. 7:24-27, New Testament

	Freedom cannot be bestowed on or taken from a Christian or Christians. Freedom is an inalienable property of the Christian. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	A Christian cannot be not free, because the attainment of the goal he sets before himself cannot be prevented or even hindered by anyone or anything. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Let a man only understand his life as Christianity teaches him to understand it, let him understand, that is, that his life belongs not to him – not to his own individuality, nor to his family, nor to the state – but to him who has sent him into the world, and let him once understand that he must therefore fulfill not the law of his own persona, nor of his family, nor of the state, but the infinite law of him from whom he has come; and he will not only feel himself completely free from every human power, but will even cease to regard such power as at all able to hamper anyone. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Let a man but realize that the aim of his life is the fulfillment of God’s law, and that law will replace all other laws for him, and he will give it his sole allegiance, so that by that very allegiance every human law will lose all binding and controlling power in his eyes. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The Christian is free from every human authority by the fact that he regards the divine law of love, implanted in the soul of every man and brought before his consciousness by Christ, as the sole guide of his life and other men’s also. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The Christian may be subjected to external violence, he may be deprived of bodily freedom, he may be not free of passions (he who commits sin is the slave of sin), but he cannot be in bondage in the sense of being forced by any danger or by any threat of external harm to perform an act that is against his conscience. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Deprivations and sufferings take from pagans the comfort for which they live; but they cannot disturb the well-being of the Christian, which consists in the consciousness of fulfilling the will of God; they may even intensify it, when they are inflicted on him for fulfilling his will. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The Christian, who is subject only to the inner, divine, law, not only cannot carry out the enactments of the external law, when they are not in agreement with the divine law of love that he realizes (as is usually the case with state obligations), he cannot even recognize the duty of obedience to anyone or anything whatever, he cannot recognize the duty of what is called allegiance. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	For a Christian the oath of allegiance to any government whatever – the very act that is considered essential for the existence of a state – is a direct renunciation of Christianity, because the man who promises unconditional obedience in the future to laws, made or to be made, by that very promise is in the most certain manner renouncing Christianity entailing following in every circumstance of life only the divine law of love which he recognizes within him. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The Christian cannot promise to obey the will of any other man, without knowing what is going to constitute the requirements of that will; he cannot obey the changing laws of men; he cannot even promise to do anything specific at a certain time, or to abstain from something at a certain time. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	For a Christian to promise obedience to men, or the laws of men, is just as though a workman bound to one employer should also promise to carry out every order that might be given him by outsiders. One cannot serve two masters. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The people are suffering from oppression, and to deliver them from the oppression they are advised to let authorities invent general measures for the improvement of their condition, and themselves to continue to yield obedience to the authorities. And obviously, all that results from this is only greater power in the hands of the authorities, and greater oppression resulting from it. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Why am I to hand over the fruits of my labors to them in the shape of taxes, knowing that the money will be spent on the support of officials, prisons, churches, armies, on things that are harmful, and on my own enslavement? Why should I punish myself?, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Why should I go wasting my time and deceiving myself, giving to miscreant evildoers a semblance of legality, by taking part in elections, and pretending that I am taking part in the government, when I know very well that the real control of the government is in the hands of those who have got hold of the army?, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The revolutionists say, “The form of government is bad in this respect and that respect; we must overturn it and substitute this or that form of government.” The Christian says, “I know nothing about the form of government. I don’t know whether it is good or bad, and I don’t want to overturn it precisely because I don’t know whether it’s good or bad, but for the very same reason I don’t want to support it either. And I not only don’t want to, but I can’t, because what it demands of me is against my conscience.”, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	To punish men for refusing to act against their conscience the government must renounce all claim to good sense and benevolence. And they assure people that they only rule in the name of good sense and benevolence. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Any honest and serious-minded man of our day can’t help seeing the incompatibility of true Christianity – the teaching of meekness, forgiveness of an offense, and love – with government, with its pomp, acts of violence, executions, and wars. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	If Christianity is truly incompatible with government, then the question arises: Which is more necessary to the good of humanity, in which way is men’s happiness best to be secured, by maintaining the organization of government or by destroying it and replacing it by Christianity?, Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	To answer the question whether the time has come to get rid of government. It is come when a man, through the growth of a higher conscience, can no longer comply with the demands of government, he finds himself cramped by it and at the same time no longer needs its protection. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	“It may well be that government was necessary and is still necessary for all the advantages that you attribute to it,” says the man who has mastered the Christian conception of life. “I only know that on the one hand, government is no longer necessary for me, and on the other hand, I can no longer carry out the measures that are necessary to the existence of a government. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	I cannot prove the need or the harm of governments in general. I know only what I need and do not need, what I can do and what I cannot. I know that I do not need to divide myself off from other nations, and therefore I cannot associate myself exclusively with any state or nation, or owe allegiance to any government. I know that I do not need all the government institutions organized within the state, and therefore I cannot deprive people who need my labor to give it in the form of taxes to institutions that I do not need and which for all I know are pernicious. I know that I have no need of the administration or of courts of law which are based on force, and therefore I can take no part in either. I know that I do not need to attack and slaughter other nations or to defend myself from them with arms, and therefore I can take no part in wars or preparations for wars. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	When they say that without the government the bad would oppress the good, they take it for granted that the good are those who are in possession of power, and the bad are those who are in subjection to it. In reality, it is those who have seized power and who keep it for their own and their successors’ benefit. And the good do not seize power, or retain it; to do this men must love power. Love of power is inconsistent with goodness; it is consistent with the opposite qualities – pride, cunning, cruelty. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Without the aggrandizement of self and the abasement of others, without hypocrisies and deceptions, without prisons, fortresses, executions, and murders, no power can come into existence or be maintained. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Non-Christians, i.e. - those who find the aim of their lives in earthly pleasures, must always be ruling Christians, who see the purpose of their lives in the renunciation of such earthly pleasures. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	“The wicked will dominate the good and oppress them!” But it has never been otherwise, and cannot be. It has always been so from the beginning of the world, and so it is still. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	To intimidate men with the prospect of the wicked dominating the good is impossible, for that is just what has always been, and is now, and cannot be otherwise. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The whole history of paganism is nothing but a recital of the incidents and means by which the more wicked gained possession of power over the less wicked, and retained it by cruelties and deceptions, ruling over the good under the pretense of guarding the right and protecting the good from the wicked. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	That is all that life is, to learn the unknown, and to adapt our actions to this new knowledge. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	All we can know is what we ought to do and not to do to bring about the coming of the kingdom of God. And that we all know. We need only each to begin to do what we ought to do; we need only each live by the light that is in us. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Men do not live for themselves, but God in men lives for himself.

If a man live for God, he has life. If he live for himself without God, he has no life. - Tolstoy, The Four Gospels

	The state is as an empty cage at the zoo. Though people still gather to admire the cage, the lion is actually prowling uninhibited around the grounds; though people still vote and participate politically, that power is not within political institutions. - Ulrich Beck

	The doctrine of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth has been abrogated by Christianity, because it is the justification of immorality, and a mere semblance of equity, and has no meaning. Life is a value that has no weight or size, and cannot be equated to any other, and so destroying a life for a life makes no sense. Besides, every social law aims at the amelioration of man’s life. What way, then, can the annihilation of the life of some men ameliorate men’s life? Annihilation of life cannot be a means of the amelioration of life; it is a suicidal act. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	This senselessness of government organization is obscured because each time there are so many of those who instigate, assist, or sanction the commission of every action that no participant feels himself morally responsible for it.

It is the custom among assassins to oblige all the witnesses of a murder to strike the murdered victim, that the responsibility may be divided among as large a number of people as possible. Similarly, rulers always try to implicate as many citizens as possible in all the crimes committed in their support.

This tendency is expressed in the obligation of all citizens to take part in legal processes as jurors, in the army as soldiers, in the local government, or legislative assembly, as electors or members. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	In ancient times tyrants were blamed for the infamies, but in our day the most atrocious crimes, inconceivable even under the Neros, are perpetrated and no one gets blamed for them. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The conditioned positions, recognized for centuries and by everyone, distinguished by special names and dresses, confirmed by every kind of solemnity, have so penetrated into men’s minds through their senses, that, forgetting the ordinary circumstances of life common to all, they look at themselves and everyone only from this conditional point of view, and are guided by it in their evaluation of their own actions and those of others. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	This strange and abnormal condition of men under state organization is usually expressed in the following words: “As a man, I pity him; but as guard, judge, general, governor, czar, or soldier, it is my duty to kill or torture him.” Just as though there were some positions conferred and recognized, which would exonerate us from the obligations laid on each of us by the fact of our common humanity. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	It is astonishing that people are in the condition of the hypnotized, who, they say, feel and act like the creatures they are ordered by the hypnotizer to represent. When, for instance, it is suggested to the hypnotized subject that he is lame, he begins to walk lame; that he is blind, and he cannot see; that he is a wild beast, and he begins to bite. This is the condition of all men who fulfill their state and social duties in preference to and in detriment of their human duties. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The essence of this condition is that, under the influence of a suggestion, they lose the power of evaluating their actions, and therefore do, without thinking, everything according to the suggestion to which they are led by example, precept, or insinuation. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The difference between those hypnotized theatrically and those under the influence of the state hypnotism, is that an visualized position is suggested to the former suddenly, by one person, and in a very brief period of time, and so the hypnotized condition appears to us in a striking and surprising form, while the visualized position suggested by state influence is induced slowly, little by little, imperceptibly from childhood, sometimes not only during years but even generations, and not by one person alone but by a whole society. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	The lower classes, exhausted by toil and purposely stupefied, are kept under a constant indoctrination, practiced deliberately and continuously by the higher classes upon them. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	It’s said in the Deuteronomy to the Israelites that when they receive all the material wealth, especially then they should be afraid to forget God and should work for Him alone. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Of all the professional areas where competition is great, a person who adheres to the teaching of Christ not in words will always be squeezed out, and will unwittingly find himself among laboring class. So, the laboring condition of a Christian is a consequence of him applying the core principle of Christianity. It is not the principle itself, for if people take the idea of being a laborer for the core principle, without doing what must lead to it, they will only create a mess. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	The efforts of all men of the present day who profess to wish to work for the welfare of humanity should have been directed to strengthening the consciousness of Christian truth in themselves and others. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	The universal hypocrisy has so entered into the flesh and blood of all classes of our modern society, it has reached such a pitch that nothing in the way can rouse indignation. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	Hypocrisy in the Greek means ‘acting,’ and it is always possible to act - to play any part. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	No improvement in peoples’ lives is possible so long as men are hypocritical, i.e. hide the truth from themselves, so long as they do not recognize that their union and therefore their welfare is only possible in the truth, and do not put the recognition and profession of the truth revealed to them higher than everything else. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	All the material improvements that men of science can dream of may be accomplished, but if the hypocrisy that rules nowadays still exists, if men do not profess the truth they know, but continue to feign belief in what they do not believe and veneration for what they do not respect, their condition will remain the same, or even grow worse and worse. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	The more well-off men are; the more telegraphs, telephones, books, papers, and journals there are; the more means there will be of diffusing inconsistent lies and hypocrisies, and the more disunited and consequently miserable will men become, which indeed is what we see actually taking place. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	It is for good reason was Christ’s harsh and threatening reproof directed against hypocrites and hypocrisy. It is not theft nor robbery nor murder nor fornication, but falsehood, the special falsehood of hypocrisy, which corrupts, brutalizes men and makes them vindictive and therefore disunites them. It wipes out all distinction between right and wrong in their conscience, deprives them of an opportunity to avoid evil and seek good, deprives them of what constitutes the real human life, and therefore debars them from all progress toward perfection. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	Those who do evil through ignorance of the truth provoke sympathy with their victims and repugnance for their actions, they do harm only to those they attack; but those who know the truth and do evil masked by hypocrisy, injure themselves and their victims, and thousands of other men as well who are led astray by the falsehood with which the wrongdoing is disguised. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	Thieves, robbers, murderers, and cheats, who commit crimes recognized by themselves and everyone else as evil, serve as an example of what ought not to be done, and deter others from similar crimes. But those who commit the same thefts, robberies, murders, and other crimes, disguising them under all kinds of religious or scientific or humanitarian justifications, as all landowners, merchants, manufacturers, and government officials do, provoke others to imitation, and so do harm not only to those who are directly the victims of their crimes, but to thousands and millions of men whom they corrupt by obliterating their sense of the distinction between right and wrong. - Tolstoy, Biography (Birukov)

	A man who believes in nothing can know nothing, and is mentally diseased. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	To give away three-fourths of our possessions, and all the while deprive ourselves of nothing, is the same as not to give at all. That's what Christ taught. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	“It is impossible to serve God and mammon” is no rule, but an actual fact; it is not a thing that is inappropriate, but it is something that cannot be. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Jesus not only does not speak of the material advantages of almsgiving, but he completely ignores them. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	He commands men to give up their possessions, only that they may become free of an obstacle that will hinder them from living a true life; after the man gives up his property, his happiness consists in having pity and love for our fellow creatures. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	They who give, or enjoin almsgiving, to the poor, vainly invoke the name and authority of Jesus Christ, and have no reason to think they follow his teaching. It is not this he commands. If they give, it is for their own pleasure. Let them by all means do so, if they like; but let them also confess why they do it. To give of our superfluity Christ regards as a thing of complete indifference, and therefore does not once speak of it, unless it be when he directly forbids his disciples to give in such a way that men observe their generosity. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	We are so accustomed to live by the law of Judas Iscariot, that there is not a man who would see anything wrong with charitable institutions. Yet, it is hard to imagine how they can still exist in Christian communities – after having known the teaching of Christ, so plain, simple, and incisive.

They are manifestly founded on the principle enunciated by Judas. The true motif of the organizers of all such institutions is this: they do this not because they care for the poor, but because they carry the bags for gifts to the poor, and because they are thieves.

Thieves, unfortunately, too often in the literal sense of the word; thieves always in its figurative and secondary meaning: inasmuch as it is not care for the poor, but care for earthly advantages, worldly calculations, and personal vanity, that leads them to judge with the judgement of a Judas, and to act as he did. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	He who seeks erudition is growing every day higher and higher in the eyes of people.

He who seeks virtue is falling every day lower and lower in the eyes of people.

He continues falling until he attains complete humility. When he attains complete humility, he attains complete freedom, and involuntarily becomes a teacher of people. - Lao Tzu, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	But why suffer? Wherefore should men suffer for preaching the teaching of love? Is it impossible to escape suffering, to escape the tyranny of persecutors? Is it impossible to keep secret to one’s self all doctrines that excite and anger men? So spoke Simon Peter. And Jesus Christ rebuked him, saying: “Do not say that; this is a temptation. You think after the fashion of men, and not in God’s way. No tortures, no sufferings, can touch the divine. He who will follow me, who will receive my teaching, must put away from him this earthly life, and must never have shame or fear to declare the whole truth before men.”, Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. - Matthew 18:18, New Testament

	A single fortune gained by trading in goods necessary to the people or in goods pernicious in their effects, or by financial speculations, or by acquiring land at a low price the value of which is increased by the needs of the population, or by an industry ruinous to the health and life of those employed in it, or by military or civil service of the state, or by any employment that feeds men’s temptations – a single fortune acquired in any of these ways, not only with the sanction, but even with the approbation of the leading men in society, and embellished with an ostentation of philanthropy, corrupts men incomparably more than millions of thefts and robberies committed against the recognized forms of law and punishable as crimes. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	A single execution committed not out of momentary rage but carried out in a cold and calculating manner by prosperous educated men, with the approbation and assistance of Christian ministers, and presented as something necessary and even just, is infinitely more corrupting and brutalizing to men than thousands of killings committed by uneducated working people, under the influence of passion. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Every war, even the briefest one, with its typically accompanied costs, the destruction of harvests, theft, licensed debauchery, robberies, murders, with the justifications by its necessity and justice, the exaltation and glorification of military exploits, the worship of the flag, the patriotic sentiments, the feigned solicitude for the wounded, and so on, does more in one year to pervert men’s minds than thousands of robberies, murders, and arsons perpetrated during hundreds of years by individual men under the influence of passions. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	One luxurious expenditure of a respectable and so-called honorable family, even within the conventional limits, consuming as it does the produce of as many days of labor as would suffice to provide for thousands living in privation near, does more to pervert men’s minds than thousands of the violent orgies of coarse trades-people, officers, and workmen of drunken and debauched habits, who smash up glasses and crockery for amusement. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	One solemn religious procession, one service, one sermon of lie from the altar-steps or the pulpit, in which the preacher does not believe, produces incomparably more evil than thousands of swindling tricks, adulteration of food, and so on. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Talking of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, it is comparatively innocent compared to the hypocrisy of people of our society. Pharisees had at least an external religious law, the fulfillment of which hindered them from seeing their obligations to their neighbors. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Hypocrisy in our day is supported on two sides: by quasi-religion and by quasi-science. And it has reached such proportions that if we were not living in its midst, we could not believe that men could attain such a pitch of self-deception. Men of the present day have come into such an extraordinary condition, their hearts are so hardened, that seeing they do not see, hearing they do not hear, and they do not understand. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Men have long been living in antagonism to their conscience. If it were not for hypocrisy they could not go on living such a life. This social organization in opposition to their conscience only continues to exist because it is disguised by hypocrisy. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Think over, people, and believe in the Gospel, the teaching of true well-being. If you do not think over, you will perish, just as the men perished slain by Pilate, or crushed by the tower of Siloam; as millions of men have perished, slayers and slain, executing and executed, torturers and tortured alike, and as the man foolishly perished who filled his granaries full and made ready for a long life and died the very night that he planned to begin his life. - Tolstoy, The Kingdom of God is Within You

	Even if you allow that this social order is necessary, why do you believe it to be your duty to maintain it at the cost of your best feelings? Who has made you the nurse in charge of this sick and moribund organization? Not society nor the state nor anyone; no one has asked you to undertake this.

	You who fill your position of landowner, merchant, czar, priest, or soldier know very well that you occupy that position by no means with the unselfish aim of maintaining the organization of life necessary to men’s happiness, but simply in your own interests, to satisfy your own covetousness or vanity or ambition or indolence or cowardice. If you did not desire that position, you would not be doing your utmost to retain it.

	A man cannot be placed against his will in a situation opposed to his conscience. If you find yourself in such a position it is not because it is necessary to anyone whatever, but simply because you want it.

	Share all that you have with others, do not heap up riches, do not steal, do not cause suffering, do not kill, do not do to others what you would not want them to do to you, all that has been said not eighteen hundred, but five thousand years ago, and there could be no doubt of the truth of this law if it were not for hypocrisy. Except for hypocrisy men could not have failed to put the law in practice, or at least to recognize it and admit that it is wrong not to put it in practice.

	As a soldier, government worker, capitalist, priest, or general, you undertake to commit acts of violence clearly opposed to your reason and your heart, to base your existence on the misfortunes of others.

	Proponents of utility (usefulness) have no morality other than the code of gain, and no religion other than religion of material good. They found body of a man mutilated and exhausted by poverty, and in their ill-considered zeal said to themselves, ‘Let us heal this body; when it is strong, fat, well-fed, the soul will return to it.’

But I say that body can be cured only by healing the soul. In it is the root of the disease; bodily diseases are only external manifestations of the illness. Modern humanity is dying from the lack of common faith that binds earth to the sky, universe to God. It’s from the absence of this religion of spirit, from which left only empty words and lifeless forms, from the complete absence of consciousness of duty, of the ability to sacrifice himself, man, like a savage, fell, spread out to dust, and erected on an empty altar the idol to "profit". Despots and princes of this world became his high priests. They created this repugnant doctrine of profit, which read, 'Everyone is only for their own, everyone is only for himself.', Giuseppe Mazzini, Tolstoy, Reading circle

	Life, is it essentially the education of the mind and intelligence, or that of the will? And does will show itself in strength or in resignation? If the aim of life is to teach us renunciation, then welcome sickness, hindrances, sufferings of every kind! But if its aim is to produce the perfect man, then one must watch over one’s integrity of mind and body. - Amiel, Journal

	Why great number of people take stand for the truth at the expense of their own welfare, at the cost of their own life, and yet so few people are willing to defend it at the price of their small daily disturbance. - John Ruskin

	People hate to be reminded of the spirit dwelling within them, since its presence warns them that, while they themselves are subject to death, it is immortal. Therefore, as far as they can, they stifle and kill all consciousness of the indwelling spirit, acting like the man who wrapped up his talent in his handkerchief and buried it in the earth. - Tolstoy, Four Gospels Unified and Translated

	If they don’t listen to the prophets, neither they will be persuaded, if one rises from the dead. - Luke 17:31, New Testament

	Those who like to call police on their fellow-beings, must remember this:

They will ask Him, Lord, when did we see you a stranger, or hungry, or sick, and did not help you?

Then He will answer them, Verily I say unto you, it’s how you treated one of the least of my children, you did the same treatment to me. (Matthew 25:45)

And so I never knew you: depart from me, you that work iniquity. (Matthew 7:23), Matthew 25:45, New Testament

	Don't let yourself be fooled by vain words. Some people try to convince you that you are free because they wrote the word ‘freedom’ on a piece of paper and posted it at all intersections. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Beware of those who yell "Freedom! Freedom!" but are the first to violate it with their own deeds. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	The oppressor who covers by its name is the worst of the oppressors. He combines lies with tyranny, injustice with mockery: for the word ‘freedom’ is sacred. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Freedom is not a commercial that can be read on street corners. It is a living force that you feel inside and around yourself, a guardian genius, a guarantee of social rights, and the first of these rights. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Do you choose those who rule over you, who orders you to do this and not to do that, who taxes your property, your craft, your labor? If not, how are you free?, Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Can you be sure that no one will come and throw you in jail just because the authorities in fear suspect you? And if you can't, how are you free?, Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	They don't even let you to use your property for a cause you find worthy; they use it themselves, against your will, for another cause that you don't like, which you consider contemptible. They send to you people well paid by your own money, who on their whim will dispose of your property, forbid you to do what you want, and force you to do what you do not want. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Freedom will shine over you only when you, bold and persistent, will shake off any kind of slavery. Freedom will shine over you when you say from the bottom of your heart, "We want to be free," - when, in order to achieve this, you will be willing to sacrifice everything and endure anything. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	--- Remember: the further you go along this path, the greater obstacles you will encounter from the children of the century, subjects of the king of the past. They will hate and persecute you, drag you to the courts, and throw you into prison in order to kill the gem of good in its bud - the good that you spread around you – so that they can proceed with the evil they serve.

Strengthen yourself in your hearts, strengthen in your courage, so that you not to fall in this sacred battle. Bequeath this battle as the most cherished part of your inheritance to those who follow you. Rest will come after the battle. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	The world is the same it was at the times of Jesus. Eighteen centuries did not change its essence, just softened its manifestations. Regardless of the change of outer forms, the society is kept everywhere on power and egotism. Some rule only because they have the power; they oppress and torture because they rule for themselves. Such is the world; and between the world and Jesus eternal battle goes on, because that what Jesus wants is directly contrary to what the world wants. Jesus wants people to be free, so that by recognizing their equality before common Father, they would be equal before each other, and their brotherly love would connect them into one family. The world wants subordination of almost everyone to few; wants not brothers but minors and majors, - the minors without any rights, and the majors to whom they would belong and who would manage them the way they want. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Jesus wants a power to be the service to others; the world wants it to be a domination! Therefore, Jesus condemns the world, and the world hates Jesus, and this hatred, turned after the disciples of Jesus, subjects them to persecutions from the world. If the world would tolerate them, if there would be any connection between it and them, the students of Jesus would be traitors to his teaching and accomplices to the one who betrayed him with a kiss.

So, you, the ones who want what Jesus wanted, - the ones he chose to continue his work - be prepared for what awaits you in the world; but also know that the truth will win. It stirs all the consciences, and the world tries in vain to kill it, as it killed Jesus. Let everyone stand firm in this battle. - Hugues-Félicité Robert de Lamennais, Words of a believer

	Tolstoy, referring to German astronomer Schenfer, and also based on his own considerations, was proving that the earth does not rotate around the sun but stands still, and it is the only solid body known to us; the sun and other luminaries are only pieces of light flying above the ground, because light has no weight. - N. N. Gusev, biography of L. N. Tolstoy.





